St George Maronite Catholic Church, Thornleigh

Our Parish
Our Lives on Earth are Our Pathway to Heaven

“But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written:
‘Be holy, because I am holy.’” (1 Peter 1: 15-16)
Sunday 16th January 2022

2nd Sunday after the Epiphany

Year 2022, Issue #3

The Gospel

Season of the
Epiphany

John 1: 35-42

The next day John again was standing
with two of his disciples, and as he
watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed,
‘Look, here is the Lamb of God!’ The
two disciples heard him say this, and they
followed Jesus. When Jesus turned and
saw them following, he said to them,
‘What are you looking for?’ They said to
him, ‘Rabbi’ (which translated means
Teacher), ‘where are you staying?’ He
said to them, ‘Come and see.’ They came
and saw where he was staying, and they
remained with him that day. It was about
four o’clock in the afternoon. One of the
two who heard John speak and followed
him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother.
He first found his brother Simon and
said to him, ‘We have found the Messiah’
(which is translated Anointed). He
brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at
him and said, ‘You are Simon son of
John. You are to be called Cephas’
(which is translated Peter).

3rd

Next Sunday
Sunday after the
Epiphany
Epistle
Gal 3: 23-29
Gospel
John 3: 1-16

St Anthony the Great
Feast Day: 17th January

اإلنجيل
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Divine Liturgy and Services
Sundays: 9:00am (Arabic), 11:00am (Arabic/English), 6:00pm (English)
Mondays and Tuesdays: 9:00am
Wednesdays – Fridays: 6:00pm
Saturdays: 9:00am and 6:00pm
Confessions: By Appointment
Sick Visits: Contact Clergy or the Parish Office (contact details below)

Parish and Ministry Team and Contact Details
Parish Priest: Monsignor Shora Maree 0418 969 844
Assistant Parish Priest: Fr Claude Rizk 0422 819 277
Deacons: Nagi Dimian 0403 750 613 and Joseph Maatouk 0413 245501
Parish Secretary: Debrah Habkouk 0422 275 199
Office Hours: Tuesdays – Fridays 9:00am - 5.00pm
Parish Safeguarding Officers: Margaret Simpson 0408 895 798, Jessica Georges 0426 114 696, George Takchi 0419 651 229
Parish Address: 2 Yarrara Road (Corner Wells Street), Thornleigh, NSW, 2120
Phone: (02) 9481 7388 Website: www.stgeorgemcc.org.au Email: info@stgeorgemcc.org.au

Bishop’s Corner:
2nd Sunday after the Epiphany
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
The Gospel we read on this Second Sunday after the
Epiphany is a rich Gospel. We read that John the Baptist
continues to point his followers towards Jesus, “the Lamb
of God”.
John, who is the forerunner of Christ, does not hold back
his own disciples, he lets them go to follow Jesus. For John,
it was never a matter of followers or competition but only
of preparing the way for the Lord, the Messiah.
This is an important lesson for us in our parishes and in our
communities, where sometimes we think we are in
competition with each other. We belong to a certain group
or a certain community, and we feel it is a competition to
have the largest number of members or participants. That is
a not what our Christian community should be about. We
are all called to follow God's call as it presents itself and
where it leads us. We must therefore, like John, learn to let
others follow God's call in their lives and rejoice for them.
John and Andrew, the two young fishermen, followed Jesus. He
turns around to ask them what they want. And they, surprised
by the question, answer Him: "Rabbi, where are you staying?".
The Lord answers them: “Come and you will see” (Jn 1:39). He
invites them to follow him, to look and to contemplate.
After spending time with Jesus, we read that Andrew found
his brother Simon and told him what they had seen and
experienced: "We have found the Messiah!" (Jn 1:41). In the
Christian life, the essential thing is to allow oneself to be
looked at by Jesus, to go and see where He lives, to live with
Him and to share in His love. And then our hearts would be
set on fire by the love and joy He alone gives us that we
cannot but announce this to those around us.
The Evangelist John then tells us that Jesus changes Simon's
name to Kefa (Peter). Even though Simon does not know it
yet, Jesus knows it, and we know that later He will say to
him: “And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I
will build my church…” (Matt 16:18). When God calls
someone to follow him, there is inner transformation, that
will take place gradually over the course of the journey. We
must enter into this transforming call of God, with complete
confidence.
Friends, the past few weeks have been so difficult for many
families in Australia with uncertainty and worry about the
health of our loved ones. In these moments of hardship, let
us never forget that Our Lord is with us. Let us allow Him
to use these challenges to transform us, and may we
continue to protect one another and especially the most
vulnerable amongst us.
Caritas Australia Appeal for Lebanon
Lebanon has been plunged into an economic and social
crisis that has brought the country to the brink of collapse.
Caritas Australia has launched an appeal to aid the Lebanese
people. Your support can help provide education, healthcare
services, and immediate basic needs to the most vulnerable
in Lebanon. For more information and donations, please
visit: caritas.org.au/lebanon
I wish you a Blessed Sunday!
+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

Reflection of the Week:
“Invitation”
In this Sunday’s Gospel passage, we are invited to listen to
who is calling us and where we are meant to be. The passage
elaborates on how Andrew and then Simon (Peter) become
disciples of Jesus. Today we will focus on the first two verses
as we are still in the Season of the Epiphany and John the
Baptist is an important figure during this Season.
When John sees Jesus walk by, he says to his disciples,
‘Look, here is the Lamb of God’ (v36). What follows is that
two of John the Baptist’s disciples leave to follow Jesus and
one of them, Andrew, would become Jesus’ disciple along
with his brother.
Usually in such circumstances someone like John the Baptist
should be very annoyed that one of his disciples jumped ship
or was poached. And yet it was John the Baptist who sang
Jesus’ praises. Here there existed no rivalry between the two.
John’s purpose in life was to lead others to Jesus. His life
was not about becoming the best, receiving accolades and
plenty of followers and making his mark on the world.
Simply put, John lived for God, was in love with God and
wanted to draw others to God’s love and mercy.
To be true prophets and messengers of God, it is to keep
our eyes on Christ and invite others to follow the path of
Christ. It is to speak about a God who ‘takes away the sin of
the world’, a God of sacrificial love and generous
forgiveness. Amen
Sr Margaret Ghosn mshf

كلمة الحياة غذا ٌء للنفوس

،لقد شهد يوحنا المعمدان عن يسوع أنّه حمل هللا
وما أن سمع تلميذا يوحنا ما قاله عن الربّ حتى
 يد ّل هذا على شوق التلميذين.تبعاه دون تأجيل
الرب
ّ  ومع علم.اللذين تبعاه إلى قبول الخالص
تما ًما بما في قلب التلميذين تو ّجه إليهما
 فلماذا قام بذلك؟." " َماذَا ت َْطلُ َبان؟:بالسؤال
ً 
. فيعلنا بوضح ما هي رغبتهما، ليهبهما الثقة والشجاعة:أوًل
 مستعد أن يبدأ معهما لكنه لن يبدأ بدون، من جانبه، ليعلن لهما أنه: ثانيًا
. ألنه يقدّس الحرية التي وهبنا إياها،إرادتهما الواضحة
فإتّباع المسيح ليس كافيًا بحدّ ذاته لنكون على الدرب السليم إذ يمكن أن نتبعه
 ًل،صة وعندها نكون كمن يطلب منه أن يتبعه
ّ بدافع من مصالحنا الخا
.صة وليس دعوة المسيح إليه
ّ  وأن ينتظم معه لبناء دعوته الخا،العكس
 فهل هي لمجده أم لمجدنا؟،ًلبد لنا إذًا أن نفحص دوافع إتباعنا يسوع
النص أيضًا إهتمام أندراوس بخالص أخيه عبر بحثه عنه
نرى في هذا
ّ
ليشاركه في خبرته الجديدة التي تمتع بها من خالل لقائه مع يسوع ويقول
أقر بخبرة
ّ لم ينسب هذا اإلكتشاف لذاته بل." "لقد وجدنا المسيح:بكل تواضع
، وبقوله "قد وجدنا" يتبين لنا بحث النفس عن الخالص.من كانوا معه آخر
 وإسراعها لتشارك اآلخرين الخبر،وفرحها عندما يتحقق ما تبحث عنه
ي للمسيح فكل تأجيل
ّ  تدعونا خبرة التلميذين إلى تجديد إتّباعنا الفعل.السار
الروح التي تعطش دائ ًما على لقاء
يمثّل تضييعًا للوقت وفي ذلك
ّ خطر على
ٌ
.الروح القدس
ّ الربّ واإلغتذاء من محبّته بنعمة
الرب يسوع ذاته في كل عم ٍل وفي
سؤال
علينا أيضًا أن نجيب دو ًما على
ّ
.فكر ننشغل به
ٍ كل كلم ٍة ننطق بها أو
تصرف؟
كل
 فهل نطلب المسيح في
ّ
 هل ننشغل بإستنارتنا بروحه القدوس؟ هل نشتهي حضن اآلب؟
 وتقديس ذواتنا وبحثنا عن، هل نطلب بنياننا ونمونا في المعرفة الصادقة
ّ مجد هللا دو ًما أو بشك ٍل متق
طع؟
 هل نطلب ما هو لخالص النفوس ولمجد هللا وبنيان الكنيسة؟
، فال يكفي أن نتبع الربّ يسوع بين حين وآخر:الرب
ّ هذه هي حال َمن يطلب
www.kobayat.org
.وإنما يلزمنا أن نمكث معه على الدوام

Parish News and Upcoming Events

2022 CALENDAR

NOW
AVAILABLE
COLLECT FROM THE
CHURCH DOORS
THROUGH DONATION

Congratulations to the newly Baptised:
Tianna Ellie Takchi, Thalia Maria Algemayel
Do you have any photos of St George Church’s early
construction or any other special event over the last
20 years?
If so and would be willing to share them with us,
please send them via email to
info@stgeorgemcc.org.au.
For any further enquiries, please contact
the Parish Office.
Fr Claude Annual Leave
Fr Claude will be on his annual leave from Friday 7th
January 2022. We hope he enjoys his well deserved
break and we pray for his safe return to us.

نوايا القداسات

Memorial Masses
Sunday 16th
Jan 2022

Sunday 23rd
Jan 2022

9am
11am
11am
4pm

Georgette Roumanos Zeaiter
40 Day Mass for Late
Michael Tadrosse
Mass for Late Ibrahim
Ibrahim Assad Ghosn
1 Year Mass for Late
Youssef (Joe) Maait

المرحومة جورجيت
رومانوس زعيتر
 للمرحوم٤٠ قداس
مايكل تادروس
قداس للمرحوم ابراهيم ابراهيم
اسعد غوسن
قداس السنة للمرحوم
يوسف معيط

٩ :٠٠
١١ :٠٠
١١ :٠٠
٤ :٠٠

١٦ اًلحد
۲٠۲۲ ۲ك
۲٣ اًلحد
۲٠۲۲ ۲ك

Caritas Australia Appeal for Lebanon

حملة كاريتاس أستراليا من أجل لبنان
Lebanon has been plunged into an economic and social crisis that has
brought the country to the brink of collapse. Caritas Australia has launched
an appeal to aid the Lebanese people. Your support can help provide
education, healthcare services, and immediate basic needs to the most
vulnerable in Lebanon. The Second Plate Collections taken during Masses on
Saturday 29th January 2022 and Sunday 30th January 2022 will be dedicated
to the Caritas Australia campaign for Lebanon. For more information and
donations, please visit: caritas.org.au/Lebanon

ّ  نظراً للحاجة.يمر لبنان في أزمة اقتصادية واجتماعية أوصلت البالد إلى حافة االنهيار
. أطلقت كاريتاس أستراليا حملة لمساعدة لبنان وشعبه،الملحة
ّ
ً
 مع متابعة الصلوات من أجل لبنان ودعما لحملة.تبرعكم يساهم في توفير خدمات التعليم والرعاية الصحية والحاجات األساسية لذوي الحاجة في لبنان
 كانون الثاني٣٠  واالحد٢٠٢٢  كانون الثاني٢٩  تجمع الصينيّة الثانية في كل القداسات يوم السبت،كاريتاس اوستراليا من أجل المحتاجين هناك
caritas.org.au/lebanon  يرجى زيارة، لمزيد من المعلومات والتبرع. وتقدّم باسمكم لكاريتاس اوستراليا مع الشكر لهذه المبادرة٢٠٢٢

Parish Financial Updates
th

th

15 December – 9 January
TBA
Parish Operations Account
$30,720.87

To receive our eNewsletter
please email
info@stgeorgemcc.org.au
Subscribe to our Channel

Parish Loan Balance
$614,071.01

St George Maronite
Catholic Church

Donations to support our ongoing Parish mission
can be made at the Parish Office or by internet banking or
direct debit - (Account Name: St George Maronite Church,
BSB #062-784, Account # 16948504)

‘like’ us on Facebook
Follow us on Instagram

Business Community Corner

For more information on
advertising, please contact
Debrah on 9481 7388 or email
info@stgeorgemcc.org.au

