St George Maronite Catholic Church, Thornleigh

Our Parish
Our Lives on Earth are Our Pathway to Heaven

“But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written:
‘Be holy, because I am holy.’” (1 Peter 1: 15-16)
Sunday 23rd January 2022

The Gospel

3rd Sunday after the Epiphany

Year 2022, Issue #4

John 3: 1-16
Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a
leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night and
said to him, ‘Rabbi, we know that you are a
teacher who has come from God; for no one can
do these signs that you do apart from the presence
of God.’ Jesus answered him, ‘Very truly, I tell you,
no one can see the kingdom of God without being
born from above.’ Nicodemus said to him, ‘How
can anyone be born after having grown old? Can
one enter a second time into the mother’s womb
and be born?’ Jesus answered, ‘Very truly, I tell
you, no one can enter the kingdom of God
without being born of water and Spirit. What is
born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the
Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that I said to
you, "You must be born from above." The wind
blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound
of it, but you do not know where it comes from
or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is
born of the Spirit.’ Nicodemus said to him, ‘How
can these things be?’ Jesus answered him, ‘Are you
a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand
these things? ‘Very truly, I tell you, we speak of
what we know and testify to what we have seen;
yet you do not receive our testimony. If I have
told you about earthly things and you do not
believe, how can you believe if I tell you about
heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven
except the one who descended from heaven, the
Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the
serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man
be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have
eternal life. ‘For God so loved the world that he
gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in
him may not perish but may have eternal life.
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اإلنجيل
١٦-١ :٣ يو

َ كان ِإ ْن َس ٌان ِم َن َالفريسي
َ
ٌ  َ ِرئ،ين ا ْس ُم ُه ِن ُيق ِود ْي ُموس
يس
ِ
ِ
َ
َ
 َن ْح ُن َن ْع َل ُم، « َر ِابي: َهذا َج َاء ل ْي ًال ِإلى َي ُس َوع َوق َال ل ُه.ِل َلي ُهود
ْ
َ
 َأل َّن ُه أل َا َح َد َي ْق ِد ُر َا ْن َي ْص َن َع،هللا ُم َع ِل ًما
ِ ا َّن َك ِجئ َت ِم َن
آ
ُ ات َّال ِتي َا ْن َت َت ْص َن ُع َها َما َل ْم َي ُكن
َ  َا َج.»هللا َم َع ُه
اب
األ َي
ِ
ِ
ْ ْ َ
َ
 أل َا َح َد َي ْق ِد ُر َا ْن: « َال َح َّق ال َح َّق َا ُق ُول ل َك:َي ُس ُوع َوق َال ل ُه
َ
َ َ
َ َي َرى َم َل ُك
 َق َال ل ُه.»هللا َما ل ْم ُيول ْد ِم ْن َج ِديد
ِ وت
َ
 « َك ْي َف َي ْق ِد ُر ِإ ْن َس ٌان َا ْن ُيول َد ُوه َو َك ِب ٌير في:ِن ُيق ِود ْي ُموس
َ
.» ُويولد؟،السن؟ َه ْل َي ْق ِد ُر َا ْن َي ْد ُخ َل َثا ِن َي ًة َح َشا ُا ِم ِه
ِ
ْ أل َا َح َد َي ْق ِد ُر َان، « َا ْل َح َّق ا ْل َح َّق َا ُق ُول َل َك:اب َي ُسوع
َ َا َج
ُ  َم ُول.والروح
َ َي ْد ُخ َل َم َل ُك
ُّ هللا َما َل ْم ُي َول ْد ِم َن َالم ِاء
ود
ِ وت
َ ْ
ُ  َوم ْو ُل،الج َسد َج َسد
: أل َت ْع َج ْب ِإ ْن ُقل ُت ل َك.ود ُّالر ِوح ُروح
ِ ََ
َ
َ
َ
َ
ْ
 وان َت، ا ِلر ُيح َت ُه ُّب َح ْي ُث َت َشاء.َعل ْي ُك ْم ا ْن ُتول ُدوا ِم ْن َج ِديد
 ل ِك َّن َك أل َت ْع َل ُم ِم ْن َا ْي َن َت ْا ِتي وأل ِإلى َا ْي َن،َت ْس َم ُع َص َوت َها
َ :َت ْمضي
َ  َا َج.»هك َذا ُك ُّل َم ْو ُل ٍود ِم َن ُّالروح
ُ اب ِن ُيق ِود ْي ُم
وس
ِ
َ  َا َج.» « َك ْي َف ُي ْم ِك ُن َا ْن َي ِصير َهذا؟:َوق َال َل ُه
اب َي ُس ُوع َوق َال
ْ ْ
َ
 « َا ْن َت ُم َع ِل ُم ِإ ْس َرا ِئ َيل َوت ْج َه ُل َهذا؟ َال َح َّق ال َح َّق َا ُق ُول:ل ُه
َ
 َوا ْن ُتم أل، َون ْش َه ُد ِب َما َ َرا ْي َنا، َن ْح ُن َن ْن ِط ُق ِب َما َن ْع َلم:ل َك
َ َت ْق َب ُل
،ض وأل ُت ْؤ ِم ُنون
ون َاأل ْر
 َك َّل ْم ُت ُكم في ُش ُؤ.ون َش َه َاد َت َنا
ِ
ِ
َ َف َك ْي َف ُت ْؤ ِم ُن
َّ ون
الس َماء؟ َما ِم ْن َا َح ٍد
ون ِإ َذا َك َّل ْم ُت ُكم في ُش ُؤ
ِ
َّ  ِإ َّأل َّالذي َن َز َل ِم َن،الس َماء
َّ َص ِع َد ِإلى
 َاي ِإ ْب ُن،الس َماء
َ وسى
َ  َوك َما َر َف َع ُم.ِاإل ْن َسان
 َكذ ِل َك َي ِج ُب َا ْن،الح َّي َة في َالب ِر َّية
َ  ِل َكي َت ُك،ُي ْر َف َع ا ْب ُن ِاإل ْن َسان
.ون ِل ُك ِل ُم ْؤ ِم ٍن ِب ِه َح َي ٌاة َا َب ِد َّية
َ
َّ ،هللا َالع َالم
ُ هك َذا َا َح َّب
 ِل َكي،حتى ِإ َّن ُه َج َاد ِبا ِبن ِه َالو ِحيد
َ ُ َُ َْ
.ون ل ُه َح َي ٌاة َا َب ِد َّية
 بل تك،أل َي ْه ِل َك َا ُّي ُم ْؤ ِم ٍن ِب ِه

Divine Liturgy and Services
Sundays: 9:00am (Arabic), 11:00am (Arabic/English), 6:00pm (English)
Mondays and Tuesdays: 9:00am
Wednesdays – Fridays: 6:00pm
Saturdays: 9:00am and 6:00pm
Confessions: By Appointment
Sick Visits: Contact Clergy or the Parish Office (contact details below)

Parish and Ministry Team and Contact Details
Parish Priest: Monsignor Shora Maree 0418 969 844
Assistant Parish Priest: Fr Claude Rizk 0422 819 277
Deacons: Nagi Dimian 0403 750 613 and Joseph Maatouk 0413 245501
Parish Secretary: Debrah Habkouk 0422 275 199
Office Hours: Tuesdays – Fridays 9:00am - 5.00pm
Parish Safeguarding Officers: Margaret Simpson 0408 895 798, Jessica Georges 0426 114 696, George Takchi 0419 651 229
Parish Address: 2 Yarrara Road (Corner Wells Street), Thornleigh, NSW, 2120
Phone: (02) 9481 7388 Website: www.stgeorgemcc.org.au Email: info@stgeorgemcc.org.au

Bishop’s Corner:
3rd Sunday after the Epiphany
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
We read this Sunday about the encounter between Jesus and
Nicodemus, a Pharisee who came to Jesus at night and who,
during this meeting, receives a catechesis on Salvation. It is
the same Nicodemus who, after the crucifixion and death of
Christ, will come to claim his body to bury it.
Nicodemus was a wise man who sincerely sought the truth.
As a Pharisee he dares to go to Jesus, for the moment at
night; but at the time of the trial of the Cross, he will come
forward publicly to collect the body of Jesus.
We see Nicodemus coming to Jesus in the night, expressing
his explicit belief that Jesus is the “Teacher.” This is a
personal belief in Jesus, but this faith, if it does not flourish,
remains incomplete. Therefore, it must be completed by
speaking out, that is, by a public confession in front of
everyone. Nicodemus came at night to acknowledge Jesus,
the light of the world, but whoever sees the light must be
filled with it and radiate it for people to see the good works
and glorify the Heavenly Father.
Here we stop to ask ourselves: If we were in Nicodemus'
place, would we have come to Jesus? Would we come at
night or during the day? Would we have confessed that Jesus
was the teacher? We know that the Lord performs daily
miracles in the life of each of us and in the sacraments,
especially in the Eucharist. Do we still come to Him or do
we turn to others? And when do we come to Him? Do we
only come when we need Him or do we come to Him daily?
All of these things we have to think about in order to renew
our relationship with Jesus and complete the journey of our
lives with Him as our Light.
Let us pray in this Season of the Epiphany: Come Holy
Spirit, come inhabit our hearts, come give us new life. Help
us to renew our baptismal vows, so that we live through You
and seek to radiate Your light and tell of Your love and
majesty in every time and place. Amen.
+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

كلمة الحياة غذا ٌء للنفوس

ما أجمل هذا اللقاء ما بين الرب ونيقوديموس! لقد حفظ لنا اإلنجيلي يوحنا
هذا الحديث الشيق ما بين معلم الشريعة "العتيق" نيقوديموس ومعلم "شريعة
 هذا الحوار بدأ بسؤا ٍل حول الوالدة الجديدة فكانت. يسوع المسيح،"المحبة
ٌ
اإلجابة بتأكيد الرب أن محبة هللا للعالم تفوق كل ما يتخيله
َّإنسان فقد "أَ َحب
ُ َب ْل تَ ُكونُ لَه،ي ُمؤْ ِم ٍن ِب ِه
ُّ َ ِلكَي ال َي ْهلِكَ أ،الو ِحيد
َ  حتَّى ِإنَّهُ َجادَ ِبإب ِن ِه،هللاُ ال َعالَم
 وبالتالي، لوال الفداء لما تحققت أبدًا الوالدة الجديدة،" في الواقع.َحيَاة ٌ أَبَ ِديَّة
قاد الرب يسوع نيقوديموس بتسلسل رائع كي يعلم أن الوالدة بالروح هي
 "و َك َما َرفَ َع:ًنتيجة لمحبة هللا ولغنى فدائه للبشرية والتي أشار إليها قائال
 ِلكَي تَ ُكونَ ِل ُك ِل،سان
َ اإل ْن
َ ُمو
ِ ُ كَذلِكَ يَ ِجبُ أ َ ْن ي ُْرفَ َع إ ْبن،سى الـ َحيَّةَ في البَ ِريَّة
" ك ٌّل منا بمقدوره أن يعيش غنى هذا الحوار كلما إلتقى.ُمؤْ ِم ٍن ِب ِه َحيَاة ٌ أَبَ ِديَّة
بالرب في اإلفخارستيا أو في الصالة أو في التأمل في الكتاب المقدس وخاصة
في أعمال الرحمة تجاه إخوتنا البشر والتي تترجم تقديرنا لعمل الرب
الخالصي وسعينا الصادق لمبادلته الصنيع مع كل متألم أو محتاج أو مريض
 هل نحن كنيقوديموس نستمتع باللقاء أو نحسب، ولكن...!أو فقير أو مظلوم
الدقيقة والثانية كي ننهي الحوار معه إلنشغالنا بما نعتبره ربما أهم؟! في هذا
ً تدعونا كلمة هللا إلى معاودة الحوار مع الرب فتصبح كلمتنا ترجمة،األحد
!لكلمته ولحضوره في حياتنا وشهادةً لوالدتنا الجديدة به ومن أجله
www.kobayat.org

Shepherd Shares:
“Visa for the Kingdom Granted!”

Dear Parishioners,
The issue regarding Novak Djokavic being granted a visa hit world
headlines. This visa with his passport was crucial for him to be able
to come and stay in Australia and to be able to defeat his tennis
opponents and win the Australian Open and enter into the record
books. Our Baptism is like a visa and more. Our Baptism has given
us the ability to enter the Kingdom of God and with the gifts of the
Holy Spirit to be able with Christ battle and defeat evil around us
and win the ‘Heaven Open’ and enter Eternal Life. Prayer is the
way to let Christ, through the Holy Spirit activate our Baptismal
visa for us to experience his presence in us and among us and with
his gifts serve as his disciples in those around us especially in our
families. Prayer will lead us to the places Christ wants to heal and
transform us to be holy Sons and Daughters of the Father.
The Restore the Glory Podcast is a great tool
to lead us in greater openness and trust for
healing in prayer. A great line from the two
Catholic Psychologists, “for true healing
we must go within with Him.” Start
listening reflecting and praying with this invaluable podcast filled
with so many deep faith insights for inner healing.
Pope Francis also, in the Angelus Address on Sunday 9 January this
year gave some good advice regarding our baptism and as well some
encouragement points regarding prayer.
PRAYER...RAISING EVERYTHING TO GOD “It is a great
lesson for us: we are all immersed in the problems of life and in
many complicated situations, called upon to face difficult
moments and choices that get us down. But if we do not want to
be crushed, we need to raise everything upwards. And this is
exactly what prayer does. It is not an escape route; prayer is not a
magic ritual or a repetition of memorized refrains. No. To pray is
the way to let God act within us, to understand what he wants to
communicate to us even in the most difficult situations, to pray
to have the strength to go forward. Many people feel they cannot
go on, and pray: “Lord, give me the strength to continue”. We
too, very often, have done this. Prayer helps us because it unites
us to God, it opens us up to the encounter with him. Yes, prayer
is the key that opens our heart to the Lord. It is dialoguing with
God, it is listening to his Word, it is worshipping, remaining in
silence, entrusting what we are experiencing to him. And
sometimes it is also crying out to him like Job, venting with Him.
Crying out like Job; He is the father; He understands well. He
never gets angry with us. And Jesus prays.
PRAYER OPENS HEAVEN: it gives life oxygen; it gives a breath
of fresh air even in the midst of breathlessness and lets us see things
from a broader perspective. Above all, it enables us to have the same
experience of Jesus by the Jordan: it makes us feel like beloved
children of the Father. When we pray, the Father says to us too, as
he does to Jesus in the Gospel: “You are my beloved Son” (cf. v. 22).
Being God’s children began on the day of our Baptism, which
immersed us in Christ and, as members of the people of God, made
us become beloved children of the Father. Let us not forget the date
of our Baptism! If I were to ask each one of you now:
WHAT IS THE DATE OF YOUR BAPTISM? Perhaps some
of you do not remember. This is a beautiful thing: remembering
the date of your baptism because it is our rebirth, the moment in
which we became children of God with Jesus! And when you
return home — if you do not know — ask your [parents] ...“When
was I baptized?”, and remember that date so as to celebrate it, to
thank the Lord. And today, at this moment, let us ask ourselves:
HOW IS MY PRAYER GOING? Do I pray out of habit, do I
pray unwillingly, just reciting formulas, or is my prayer an
encounter with God? I, a sinner, always with the people of God,
never isolated. Do I cultivate intimacy with God, dialogue with
him, listen to his Word? Among the many things we do each day,
let us not neglect prayer: let us dedicate time to it, let us use short
invocations to be repeated often, let us read the Gospel every day.
The prayer that opens the heaven.
SO, WE PRAY IN THE SPIRIT OF POPE FRANCIS’ WORDS:
Lord Jesus we lift to you all who feel overwhelmed with
wounds, sinfulness and hardships. May they know that through
their Baptism and the Holy Spirit their prayer opens the graces
of heaven to them. Let them hear your gentle voice calling them
to trust their wounds and fractures that you may heal and
transform them from places of insecurity and darkness to your
light, love, and joy. Amen
Msgr Shora Maree PP

Parish News and Upcoming Events

2022 CALENDAR

NOW
AVAILABLE
COLLECT FROM THE
CHURCH DOORS
THROUGH DONATION

Congratulations to the newly Baptised:
Isabella Asfar & Andrea Therese Mowad
Do you have any photos of St George Church’s
early construction or any other special
event over the last 20 years?
If so and would be willing to share them with us, please
send them via email to info@stgeorgemcc.org.au.
For any further enquiries, please contact
the Parish Office.

Fr Claude Annual Leave
Fr Claude will be on his annual leave from Friday 7th
January 2022. We hope he enjoys his well-deserved
break and we pray for his safe return to us.

نوايا القداسات

Memorial Masses
Sunday 23rd
Jan 2022
Sunday 30th
Jan 2022

11am
4pm
9am

Mass for Late Ibrahim
Ibrahim Assad Ghosn
1 Year Mass for Late
Youssef (Joe) Maait

قداس للمرحوم ابراهيم ابراهيم
اسعد غوسن
قداس السنة للمرحوم
يوسف معيط

Late Toufic Jamil Khamis

للمرحوم توفيق جميل خميس

١١ :٠٠
٤ :٠٠
٩ :٠٠

٢٣ االحد
٢٠٢٢ ٢ك
٣٠ االحد
٢٠٢٢ ٢ك

Caritas Australia Appeal for Lebanon

حملة كاريتاس أستراليا من أجل لبنان
Lebanon has been plunged into an economic and social crisis that
has brought the country to the brink of collapse. Caritas Australia
has launched an appeal to aid the Lebanese people. Your support
can help provide education, healthcare services, and immediate
basic needs to the most vulnerable in Lebanon. The Second Plate
Collections taken during Masses on Saturday 29th January 2022
and Sunday 30th January 2022 will be dedicated to the Caritas
Australia campaign for Lebanon. For more information and
donations, please visit: caritas.org.au/Lebanon

ً  نظرا.يمر لبنان في أزمة اقتصادية واجتماعية أوصلت البالد إلى حافة االنهيار
ّ
 تبرعكم يساهم. أطلقت كاريتاس أستراليا حملة لمساعدة لبنان وشعبه،للحاجة الملّحة
 مع متابعة الصلوات من أجل لبنان ودعما ً لحملة كاريتاس.في توفير خدمات التعليم والرعاية الصحية والحاجات األساسية لذوي الحاجة في لبنان
 وتقدّم٢٠٢٢  كانون الثاني٣٠  واالحد٢٠٢٢  كانون الثاني٢٩  تجمع الصينيّة الثانية في كل القداسات يوم السبت،اوستراليا من أجل المحتاجين هناك
caritas.org.au/lebanon  يرجى زيارة، لمزيد من المعلومات والتبرع.باسمكم لكاريتاس اوستراليا مع الشكر لهذه المبادرة

Parish Financial Updates
th

th

6 December – 16 January
$10,118.76
Parish Operations Account
$28,388.42

To receive our eNewsletter
please email
info@stgeorgemcc.org.au
Subscribe to our Channel

Parish Loan Balance
$614,071.01

St George Maronite
Catholic Church

Donations to support our ongoing Parish mission
can be made at the Parish Office or by internet banking or
direct debit - (Account Name: St George Maronite Church,
BSB #062-784, Account # 16948504)

‘like’ us on Facebook
Follow us on Instagram

Business Community Corner

For more information on
advertising, please contact
Debrah on 9481 7388 or email
info@stgeorgemcc.org.au

