St George Maronite Catholic Church, Thornleigh

Our Parish
Our Lives on Earth are Our Pathway to Heaven

“But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written:
‘Be holy, because I am holy.’” (1 Peter 1: 15-16)
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Season of Lent

Mark 2: 1-12
When Jesus returned to Capernaum after some
days, it was reported that he was at home. So
many gathered around that there was no longer
room for them, not even in front of the door;
and he was speaking the word to them. Then
some people came, bringing to him a paralysed
man, carried by four of them. And when they
could not bring him to Jesus because of the
crowd, they removed the roof above him; and
after having dug through it, they let down the
mat on which the paralytic lay. When Jesus saw
their faith, he said to the paralytic, ‘Son, your
sins are forgiven.’ Now some of the scribes
were sitting there, questioning in their hearts,
‘Why does this fellow speak in this way? It is
blasphemy! Who can forgive sins but God
alone?’ At once Jesus perceived in his spirit that
they were discussing these questions among
themselves; and he said to them, ‘Why do you
raise such questions in your hearts? Which is
easier, to say to the paralytic, "Your sins are
forgiven", or to say, "Stand up and take your
mat and walk"? But so that you may know that
the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive
sins’ he said to the paralytic ‘I say to you, stand
up, take your mat and go to your home.’ And he
stood up, and immediately took the mat and
went out before all of them; so that they were
all amazed and glorified God, saying, ‘We have
never seen anything like this!’
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Next Sunday
Sunday of the Blind
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2 Cor 10: 1-7
Gospel
Mark 10: 46-52
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Divine Liturgy and Services
Sundays: 9:00am (Arabic), 11:00am (Arabic/English), 6:00pm (English)
Mondays and Tuesdays: 9:00am
Wednesdays – Fridays: 6:00pm
Saturdays: 9:00am and 6:00pm
Confessions: By Appointment
Sick Visits: Contact Clergy or the Parish Office (contact details below)

Parish and Ministry Team and Contact Details
Parish Administrator: Fr Claude Rizk 0422 819 277
Deacons: Nagi Dimian 0403 750 613, Robert-Pio Al Bayeh 0414 447 883, Joseph Maatouk 0413 245 501
Parish Secretary: Debrah Habkouk 0422 275 199
Office Hours: Tuesdays – Fridays 9:00am - 5.00pm
Parish Safeguarding Officers: Margaret Simpson 0408 895 798, Jessica Georges 0426 114 696, George Takchi 0419 651 229
Parish Address: 2 Yarrara Road (Corner Wells Street), Thornleigh, NSW, 2120
Phone: (02) 9481 7388
Website: www.stgeorgemcc.org.au
Email: info@stgeorgemcc.org.au

Bishop’s Corner:
Sunday of the Paralytic
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
A group of people who had never heard of the Gospels were
read a series of chapters about the teachings of the Lord,
miracles and parables. A year later, they were asked what they
most remembered. One of the accounts which came back to
people, time and again, was this one: the story of the paralysed
man who was brought to Jesus by his friends, and he was cured.
Why is this? Well, let us look at this story the way that people
who knew nothing about Jesus might see it. The fact that Our
Lord was in someone’s house and preaching the word might
be interesting, but not particularly memorable. But as soon as
they heard the next line, that a paralysed man was brought to
Him, carried by four of his friends, they would take notice.
The four men went up onto the roof, and then opened it up by
digging through it and then lowered the paralysed man before
the Lord. That is a scene that we would have to describe as
unforgettable. The four men did not have to dig through the
roof, they could have said: “Let’s go home, it’s too hard,” or
“Let’s wait here until he comes out.” But they did not. They
not only wanted to see Jesus, they wanted to see him at once.
And the four helpers were not doing this for themselves: they
were doing it for a poor paralysed man. Standing one at each
corner, holding a rope, they worked together to make sure that
as the stretcher is lowered the poor man is not tipped off from
one side or another.
And then, we witness the goodness of Our Lord Jesus taking
mercy on this poor wretch, forgiving him his sins, and ordering
him to take up his bed and walk home. The prayers of the four
friends had now been completely answered.
We do not know much about the paralytic or the men who
helped him. They could have been anybody. And this is one of
the main points: they were people like us. The only question is
whether we would have had as much faith as they did. The
paralytic man represents not only the suffering humanity but
also those who cannot reach out to Jesus or they are not in a
position to find their way to Him, however they are in great
need for His forgiveness, healing and love. In fact, they count
on you and me, they wait for you and me to bring them to the
Lord and certainly a change will happen in their life.
Let us always pray: “Lord, strengthen my faith, and make it like
that faith of the paralytic friends, to have the wisdom and the
courage to bring people to you especially those in need of your
love, mercy and healing.” I wish you a blessed Sunday!
+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

The Word from Your Servant
This Sunday we listen to the marvellous Gospel of the healing
of the Paralysed Man. In this story of the “miracle” we see a
number of miracles which we can take to our daily life, apart
from just the healing of the paralysed man.
The first “miracle” is the faith of the paralysed man’s friends.
Faith is a gift from God. The paralysed man could not get to Jesus.
But his friends, who clearly loved and cared for him, had so much
faith in the healing power of Jesus, that they found the almost
impossible way of bringing him to Jesus. Their climbing onto the
roof, their removal of the roof covering and their careful lowering
of their friend so that he was in front of Jesus – all these actions
are clearly the result of their great faith in their mission and their
charitable love for their friend. These are both gifts from God.
We learn that when we have faith in our Lord Jesus, we want to
share that love with all our friends by bringing them to Jesus.
When we decide to bring our friends to Jesus, the Holy Spirit will
help us overcome the barriers which will no doubt appear before
us.
The next miracle is our Lord’s healing of the paralysed man’s
sins. The man did not ask for this, but our Lord knew what
was in him – just as He knows what is in each of our souls.
Our Lord is always ready to forgive when we approach Him.
Just as the paralysed man’s friends had the courage to bring
their friend to God, we should use this time of Lent, this time
of great mercy and reconciliation, to use our best endeavours
to encourage and bring any of our friends who are far from
their faith, back to God, beginning with the sacrament of
Confession. Think back to the father of the prodigal son who
opened his arms and ran out to meet his son when he returned
to seek his father’s forgiveness. So too, this week we learn that
if we bring back our friends to God, He will meet them, forgive
and rejoice and they will have true joy and peace.
All of this comes together when we reflect on the significance
of the four men who carried their men. Why four? One
represents our parents who bring us to the sacrament of Baptism
and then regularly to Church and hence to Jesus. The second
man represents our Catholic Saints – whom we can venerate and
learn about as examples of how to live our lives as God wants
us to. The third man represents the Sacraments through which
Jesus reveals Himself as the physician for our souls and the
medicine of our daily life and the fulfilment of our vocations.
The fourth man represents each of us. We need to allow our
self, our ego, to be implanted with the orientation which will lead
us to Him.
On the Parish front, as a continuation of the faith formation
which we are encouraging for all our parishioners, we are this
weekend re-opening the Parish Book Stall. We have sourced
books, DVDs and other materials suitable for all age groups.
This will allow our families to have suitable reading materials
and DVD’s at home. Formation in the home is just as
important and in fact, complimentary and necessary, to the
formation which we receive in Church. It allows us to live even
more the faith which we envelope in our souls and minds. I
highly encourage each of you to spend some time reviewing
the materials which we are selling. The book stall will be open
over the next five weekends from Friday evenings to Sunday
evenings.
Please continue to pray for our Parish. Please also unite your
prayers with those of Pope Francis and the Universal Church
for peace in Uruguay.
Fr Claude Rizk

Parish News and Upcoming Events

Memorial Masses
Sunday 27th
March 2022
Sunday 3rd
April 2022

نوايا القداسات

قداس المرحومين أيوب
و نبيهة فشخا
 خرمى،قداس المرحومين حنا
9am
ولوي سكر
قداس السنة المرحومة
11am
شمونة معيط
MASS LIVE STREAMING: Sundays at 9:00am only
11am

Late Ayoub and
Nabiha Fachkha
Late John, Kharma and
Louie Sukari
1 Year Mass for the Late
Shmouni Mouhayet
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٢٧ االحد
٢٠٢٢ اذار
٣ االحد
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Parish Camera

This week we have been busy working behind
the scenes to set up and prepare the Book Fair.
Thank you to all the volunteers who assisted to
set this up and we are looking forward to it.
Also this week our popular weekly Teens
gathering continued on Wednesday evening.

Parish Financial Updates
st

th

1 March – 20 March
$11,535.20
Parish Loan
Parish Operations Account
Balance
$11,200.24
$611,613.11

To receive our eNewsletter
please email
info@stgeorgemcc.org.au

Donations to support our ongoing Parish mission
can be made at the Parish Office or by internet banking or
direct debit - (Account Name: St George Maronite Church,
BSB #062-784, Account # 16948504)

Subscribe to our Channel

St George Maronite
Catholic Church

‘like’ us on Facebook
Follow us on Instagram

Business Community Corner

For more information on advertising, please contact the Parish Office
9481 7388 or email info@stgeorgemcc.org.au

