St George Maronite Catholic Church, Thornleigh

Our Parish
Our Lives on Earth are Our Pathway to Heaven

“But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written:
‘Be holy, because I am holy.’” (1 Peter 1: 15-16)

3rd Sunday of the Resurrection
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The Gospel
Luke 24: 13-35

Season of the
Resurrection

Now on that same day two of them were going to a village
called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking
with each other about all these things that had happened.
While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came
near and went with them, but their eyes were kept from
recognizing him. And he said to them, ‘What are you
discussing with each other while you walk along?’ They stood
still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas,
answered him, ‘Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who
does not know the things that have taken place there in these
days?’ He asked them, ‘What things?’ They replied, ‘The things
about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and
word before God and all the people, and how our chief priests
and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and
crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem
Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since
these things took place. Moreover, some women of our group
astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, and
when they did not find his body there, they came back and
told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said
that he was alive. Some of those who were with us went to the
tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did
not see him.’ Then he said to them, ‘Oh, how foolish you are,
and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have
declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer
these things and then enter into his glory?’ Then beginning with
Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things
about himself in all the scriptures. As they came near the village
to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going
on. But they urged him strongly, saying, ‘Stay with us, because it
is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.’ So he went in
to stay with them. When he was at the table with them, he took
bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes
were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from
their sight. They said to each other, ‘Were not our hearts
burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while
he was opening the scriptures to us?’ That same hour they got
up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and
their companions gathered together. They were saying, ‘The
Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!’ Then
they told what had happened on the road, and how he had
been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.

Next Sunday
4th Sunday of the
Resurrection
Epistle
Heb 13: 18-25
Gospel
John 21: 1-14
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 وكانا يتحادث َ ِان ِبك ِل. َت ْب َُّع ُد َنحو َ َسبع ِة امي ٍال عن اور َش ِليم،ِ ْع َّم ُاو ُس
َ .ِتل َك األ ُم ِور ال ِتي َح َدث ْت
 ِإذا َي ُس ُوع،وفيما ُه َما َي َت َح َادث ِان َو َي َت َس َاءألن
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ولك َّ َّن َا ْع ُي َن ُه َما ُا َْم ِس َك ْت
ِ .َ َو َ َر َاح َي ِس ُير َم ََع ُه َم َا،نف ُس ُه ق ِ َد اق َت َرَ َب ِ ُم ْن ُه َ َم َا
َ
َ
َ
َ
َ
َّ
ُ  «ما هذا الك: اما ه َو فقال ل ُه َما.َع ْن َم ْع ِرف ِت ِه
،الم الذي تتحادث ِان ِب ِه
َ
َ  َوَا َج. َف َو َق َفا َع ِاب َسين.»َوَا ْن ُت َما َت ِس َيران؟
 وا ْس ُم ُه،اب ا َح ُد ُه َما
ٌ  َ«ه ْل َا ْن َت َو ْح َد َك َغر: َف َق َال َل ُه،ِك ْل ُي َوباس
 ََفال،يب َع ْن ُا َور َش ِليم
َ
َ
َ : َف َق َال َل ُه َ ِما.»َت ْع َل َم َما َح َد َث ِف َيها ِهذ ِه َاأل َّيام؟
: فقاأل ل ُه.»«وما ِه َي؟
َّ
 الذي َك َان َر َ ُج ًال َن ِب ًّيا َق ِو ًّيا ِب َالق ْو ِل،َ«ما َي َت َع َّل ُق ِب َي ُس َوع َّالن ِاص ِري
َّ هللا َو
 َوك ْي َف َا ْسل َم ُه َا ْح َب ُارنا َو ُر َؤ َس ُاؤ َنا.الش ْع ِب ُك ِل َ ِه
 َ ُق َّد َام،َو ِالف ْعل
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َ  َو َك ْي َف َصل ُبوه! وك َّنا َن ْح ُن َن ْر ُجو ا ْن َيك،ِل ُي ْح َك َم َعل ْي ِه ب َالم ْوت
ون ُه َو
ُ  َف َهذا ُه َو َالي ْو ُم َّالث ِال، َولك ْن َم َع َهذا ُك ِله.َّالذي َس َي ْفد ِي إ ْس َر ِائيل
ث َب ْع َد
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 َأل َّن ُ ْه َّن،ض َ ِالن َساءِ ِم ْن َج َم َاع ِت َنا َا ْد َه ْش َن َنا
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 َف َر َج ْع َن ََّو ُقل َن، َول ْم َي ِ ُج ْد َن َج َس َد َي ُسوع،ر
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الئكة ت َر َاء ْوا ل ُه َ َّن َوقالوا ِإَن ُه حي! َومضى ق ْو ٌم ِم َن ال ِذ َ َين
ِإ َّن ُه َّن َشاهد َن َم
ِ
َ
 َوا َّما َي ُسْ ُوع َفل ْم، َف َو َج ُد ُوه هكذا َك َما َقال ِت ِالن َساء،َم َع َنا ِإلى َالق ْب َر
 َ َو َب ِط َيئ ِي َالقل ِب في، َ«يا َع ِد َيم ِي َالف ْهم: َفق َال ل ُه َماَّ َي ُسوع.»َي َرْوه
َْ
ان ِب ُك ِل ُ َما َت َكل َم ِب ِه َاأل ْن ِب َياء! َا َما َك َان َي ِج َ ُب َعلى َالم َِّس ِيح َا ْن ُي َع ِان َي
ْ ِاإلي َم ِ آ
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 وفسر لهما ما يتْعلق ِب ِه في ك ِل.» ثم يدخل ًفي مج ِد ِه؟،ِتلك األألم
َ  ُم ْب َت ِدًئ ِب ُم،ُالك ُت ِب ُالم َق َّد َسة
 واق َت َر َبا ِم َن َالق ْر َي ِة.يع َاأل ْن ِ َب َياء
وسى َو َج ِم
ِ
َّ
َ
َ
َ
. َفت َظ َاه َر َي ُس ُوع ِبا َّن ُه ذ ِاه ٌب ِإلى َم َك ٍان ا ْب َعد،التي َك َانا َذ ِاه َب ْ َي ِن ِإل ْي َها
.» َو َم َال َّالن َهار، َف َق ًْد َح َان َالم َس َاء، ُ«ا ْم ُك ْث َم َع َنا:َف َت َم َّس َكا ِب ِه َق ِائلين
ُ  َا َخذ، وف َيما َك َان ُم َّتكًئ َم َع ُه َما.َف َد َخ َل ل َي ْم ُك َث َم َع ُه َما
، َوب َار َك،الخ ْب َز
ِ
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 َ ِفإ َذا ُه َو َق ْد َت َو َارى، ْ َو َع َرَف ُاه، فا ْن َف َ آت َح ْت َا ْع ُي ُن ُه َما. َون َاو َل ُه َما،َو َك َس َر
 ِح َين َك َان، َ َ«ا َما َك َان َقل ُب َنا ُم ْض َط ِ ًرما ِف َين ْا: َف َق َال َا َّ َح ُد ُه َما ِلال َخر.َع ْن ُه َما
َّ  َوق َاما في ِتل َك.» َو َي ْش َر ُح ل َنا ُالك ُتب؟،ُي َك ِل ُم َنا في الط ِريق
الس َاع ِة
َّ
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 َف َو َج َدا ا َأل َح َد َع َش َر َوال ِذ َين َمعهم، َوَر َج َعا ِإلى ُ ُا َور َش ِليم،َع ْي ِن َها
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 ا َّما ُه َما.»! وت َر َاءى ِل ِس ْم َعان،«ح َّقا ِإ َّن َّالر َّب قام
َِ َ
َ
ُ
َ
َ
َ
ْ
َ
َ
َ
ْ
ْ
َ
َ
ْ
َ
ُ
. وكيف عرفا يسوع ِعند كس ِر الخبز،كانا ُي ْخ ِبر ِان ِب َما َح َد َث في الط ِريق
ف

Divine Liturgy and Services
Sundays: 9:00am (Arabic), 11:00am (Arabic/English), 6:00pm (English)
Mondays and Tuesdays: 9:00am
Wednesdays – Fridays: 6:00pm
Saturdays: 9:00am and 6:00pm
Confessions: By Appointment
Sick Visits: Contact Clergy or the Parish Office (contact details below)

Parish and Ministry Team and Contact Details
Parish Administrator: Fr Claude Rizk 0422 819 277
Deacons: Nagi Dimian 0403 750 613, Robert-Pio Al Bayeh 0414 447 883
Parish Secretary: Debrah Habkouk 0422 275 199 & Admin Assistant: Rose Zeaiter
Office Hours: Monday – Friday 9:00am - 5.00pm & Saturday 9:00am – 3.00pm
Parish Safeguarding Officers: Margaret Simpson 0408 895 798, Jessica Georges 0426 114 696, George Takchi 0419 651 229
Parish Address: 2 Yarrara Road (Corner Wells Street), Thornleigh, NSW, 2120
Phone: (02) 9481 7388
Website: www.stgeorgemcc.org.au
Email: info@stgeorgemcc.org.au

Bishop’s Corner:
New Sunday
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
We reflect this Sunday on the passage about the
appearance of the Lord to two disciples on the Road to
Emmaus. These two men, disappointed in their
expectation of the Messiah who was to save Israel, leave
Jerusalem sad and discouraged.
Jesus arrives where they do not expect Him: in the middle
of their journey, in the middle of their despair. And they are
so sad, so focused on their disappointment, their personal
suffering, that they cannot recognize the Lord. The Lord is
patient in helping them realize that what happened had to
happen.
However, He does not stop there. He joins them for dinner
and reveals Himself in the breaking of the bread, because
their hearts are now ready to receive the truth of the
presence of God, the Risen Lord! Once they recognise Him,
Jesus leaves. His living presence remains with them and
this good news of the Risen Christ is such a source of joy,
that they return to tell the Apostles.
How does this Gospel connect with us in our lives? We
know that Jesus is risen; we know that He is present in the
Eucharist. But do we really live in the presence of Jesus
living in us, living at the heart of our lives? Or are we like
the disciples on the road to Emmaus, focussed on our
suffering, centred on ourselves, that we no longer see the
Lord and recognise His presence? When things get tough,
do we drop our prayer life or do we draw closer to Jesus?
On this Sunday, let us remember that He is always there,
He joins us on our journey and He manifests Himself in
many ways, but it is us who do not recognise Him. The Lord
will wait patiently until we recognise Him, invite Him and
welcome Him.
Lebanese Parliamentary Elections 2022
The election date for Lebanese citizens residing abroad
who have enrolled to vote in the upcoming elections has
been set for Sunday 8 May 2022.
Given the importance of these elections for the future of
Lebanon, we invite everyone to participate and vote for the
candidates they deem suitable. To facilitate your
participation, the Lebanese Embassy and Consulates in
Australia has organised polling centres, in accordance with
your city council of origin in Lebanon. Kindly refer to listing
on this link to find your polling location:
www.dgcs.gov.lb/arabic/where-to-vote
We pray that the new parliament embodies the aspirations
of the Lebanese people and brings a new hope to our
beloved country.
I wish you a Blessed Sunday!
+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

The Word from Your Servant
This Sunday we reflect on the disciples trip to Emmaus.
The two disciples were weighed down with worries, since
they had heard about the angel’s announcement that Jesus
was alive, but still had doubts about the resurrection. So
immersed were they in their own sadness that they were
unable to recognise the risen Jesus in the person walking
alongside them. The two disciples had a long walk ahead
of them that day. And leaving Jerusalem was like leaving
behind their faith in Jesus. But the Risen One comes to
meet them in order to transform their hearts.
There are two themes that we can take from this Gospel.
First, the story is very much like the story of each and every
Mass which we attend. We listen to the words of God through
the Gospel, and then we take part in our Lord’s sacrifice
through the sacrifice of the altar. Throughout Mass, we
accompany and are accompanied by our Lord Jesus. It is for
us to listen to His word and realise that He is truly with us.
The second theme is to remind us that the Crucified and
Risen Lord comes to meet us on our daily path, to restore
joy to our heart when we need it. Our Lord comes to meet
us through the Liturgy and the Eucharist. Pope Benedict
XVI said in a general audience on 7 November 2007:
“‘Ignorance of the Scriptures is ignorance of Christ.’ It
is therefore important that every Christian live in
contact and in personal dialogue with the Word of God
given to us in Sacred Scripture … The privileged place
for reading and listening to the Word of God is the
liturgy, in which, celebrating the Word and making
Christ’s Body present in the Sacrament, we actualise
the Word in our lives and make it present among us.”
I encourage you all to make a concerted effort to read even
a short verse of the Gospel with your family each night.
Start from the beginning of the first book of the Gospel. Try
to place yourselves in the scene with our Lord and talk to
Him so that you can deepen your relationship with Him.
Look for Our Lady as well in the Gospel and speak with her
about the scene you have read. We are now entering the
month of May – the month which the universal Church
dedicates to Our Lady, Mother of God and Mother of us all.
Pray a lot to our Lady always, but especially during this
month. She is the Spouse of Holy Spirit and therefore is
well placed to help us to prepare to receive the gifts of the
Holy Spirit which will be showered on us at Pentecost.
Deacons Nagi and Robert and I are available to visit your
homes during this month of May to pray the Rosary
together as a family. Please contact the Church office to
book a visit or place your name and contact details on the
calendar which is at the desk at the entry of the Church.
We have otherwise, as you are aware, completed our formal
celebrations of the feast of our patron Saint. I extend again
my deepest gratitude to each volunteer and donor who
assisted with the celebrations. Each person’s contribution
makes this Parish grow stronger as God’s family.
This week the new Stewardship committee met for the first
time. Significant appreciation was extended by the new
committee to the outgoing committee for the hard work
and constant efforts that have resulted in the Parish
growing this far. Please pray that the new committee will
continue to build on the solid foundations laid down by
their predecessors.
Fr Claude Rizk

Parish News and Upcoming Events

Memorial Masses
Sunday 1st
May 2022

11am

40th Mass for Late
Nazih Said Beaini

نوايا القداسات
 المرحوم٤٠ قداس
نزيه سعيد البعيني

١١ :٠٠

 ايار١ االحد
٢٠٢٢

MASS LIVE STREAMING:
Sundays at 9:00am only

New Stewardship and Youth Committees
Over the last week our Parish has new members in our Stewardship and Youth Committees. We take this
opportunity to thank our previous members of our Stewardship and Youth Committees for their service to our
Parish. Congratulations to the following members of our new committees:

Stewardship Committee

Coordinator: Ted Nassif
Secretary: Fayad Tohme
Treasurer: Damian Michael
Members: Joe Antoun, Maria Azzi, Michael Azzi, Joe
Hadchiti, Sam Hanna, Anthony Nassif, Charlie
Sarkis, Buddy Zeaiter

St George Youth Group

Executive Advisor: Marcelin El Khoury
Coordinator: Georgina Simpson
Vice Coordinator: Natalie El-Hage
Secretary: Rachel Mouait
Treasurer: Phillip Abboud
Media Coordinator: Jessica Saliba
Social Events Coordinator: David Nammour
Spiritual Coordinator: Dominique Hassarati

Parish Financial Updates
th

th

Parish Income between 11 April – 24 April
TBA
Parish Operations Account
$14,253.62

To receive our eNewsletter
please email
info@stgeorgemcc.org.au

Parish Loan Balance
$611,613.11

Donations to support our ongoing Parish mission
can be made at the Parish Office or by internet banking or
direct debit - (Account Name: St George Maronite Church,
BSB #062-784, Account # 16948504)

Subscribe to our Channel

St George Maronite
Catholic Church

‘like’ us on Facebook
Follow us on Instagram

Business Community Corner

For more information on advertising, please contact the Parish
Office 9481 7388 or email info@stgeorgemcc.org.au

