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“But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written:
‘Be holy, because I am holy.’” (1 Peter 1: 15-16)
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The Gospel
John 21: 1-14

Season of the
Resurrection

After these things Jesus showed himself again to the
disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed
himself in this way. Gathered there together were
Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of
Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others
of his disciples. Simon Peter said to them, ‘I am
going fishing.’ They said to him, ‘We will go with
you.’ They went out and got into the boat, but that
night they caught nothing. Just after daybreak, Jesus
stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know
that it was Jesus. Jesus said to them, ‘Children, you
have no fish, have you?’ They answered him, ‘No.’
He said to them, ‘Cast the net to the right side of the
boat, and you will find some.’ So they cast it, and
now they were not able to haul it in because there
were so many fish. That disciple whom Jesus loved
said to Peter, ‘It is the Lord!’ When Simon Peter
heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes,
for he was naked, and jumped into the lake. But the
other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full
of fish, for they were not far from the land, only
about a hundred yards off. When they had gone
ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it,
and bread. Jesus said to them, ‘Bring some of the
fish that you have just caught.’ So Simon Peter went
aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish,
a hundred and fifty-three of them; and though there
were so many, the net was not torn. Jesus said to
them, ‘Come and have breakfast.’ Now none of the
disciples dared to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ because
they knew it was the Lord. Jesus came and took the
bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the
fish. This was now the third time that Jesus appeared
to the disciples after he was raised from the dead.

Next Sunday
5th Sunday of the
Resurrection
Epistle
Eph 2: 1-10
Gospel
John 21: 15-19
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Divine Liturgy and Services

Sundays: 9:00am (Arabic), 11:00am (Arabic/English), 6:00pm (English)
Mondays and Tuesdays: 9:00am
Wednesdays – Fridays: 6:00pm
Saturdays: 9:00am and 6:00pm
Confessions: By Appointment
Sick Visits: Contact Clergy or the Parish Office (contact details below)

Parish and Ministry Team and Contact Details

Parish Administrator: Fr Claude Rizk 0422 819 277 Deacons: Nagi Dimian 0403 750 613, Robert-Pio Al Bayeh 0414 447 883
Parish Secretary: Debrah Habkouk 0422 275 199 Admin Assistant: Rose Zeaiter
Office Hours: Mondays - Fridays 9:00am - 5.00pm; Saturdays 9:00am –-3:00pm Phone: (02) 9481 7388
Parish Safeguarding Officers: Margaret Simpson 0408 895 798, Jessica Georges 0426 114 696, George Takchi 0419 651 229
Parish Address: 2 Yarrara Road (Corner Wells Street), Thornleigh, NSW, 2120
Website: www.stgeorgemcc.org.au
Email: info@stgeorgemcc.org.au

Bishop’s Corner:
4th Sunday after the Resurrection
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
On this special Sunday in Australia, we celebrate Mother’s
Day. This day is an opportunity to get together with the
family to give thanks for our mums and those who fulfil the
role of mothers in our lives. It is certainly suitable that we
celebrate mothers every day and thank them for their love
and for all they do for us.
This special day falls in the month of May, the month
dedicated by the Catholic Church to honour Mary, Mother
of God. We are invited to rediscover the most wonderful
example of a mother, the Virgin Mary. Whether or not we
still have our mother with us on Earth, we all have a mother
in Heaven, who watches over us every day. On the Cross,
Jesus entrusted His mother to the Apostle John. On that
day, she then became the mother of all believers.
From her conception, Mary was in perfect harmony and in
total adherence to the will of God. She was able to
welcome into her heart, flesh, soul and spirit, the Word of
God. With Mary, through Jesus, a new humanity can take
shape. With Mary, we can change the face of our society
and build a united world, as desired by God.
Throughout Jesus' life, Our Lady watched over Him, so we
can be certain that she never fails to surround us with her
motherly love, as we chant in our much beloved Maronite
hymn, Ya Oum Allah, “salawatouki hiya tasHabouna”
meaning “your prayers always accompany us”. Mary
watches over us in order to lead us to God, to eternal
happiness. And like a mother, she sometimes warns us and
guides us back to Her Son. She never abandons us, always
pointing us to the love and mercy of God. May her prayers
and intercessions be with all mothers on this Sunday and
every day.
I invite you to join me in praying:
Lord, on this Mother’s Day, we give You thanks for our
mothers and grandmothers, those who are still with us and
those who have joined You. Through mothers You show us
what it means to love and be loved. Through their love,
your love reveals itself to us.
On this day we pray for and ask You to bless every mother,
especially the forgotten mother, the abused mother, the
rejected mother, the adoptive mother, the single mother,
the expectant mother, the spiritual mother, the bereaved
mother, and the sick mother.
Lavish on them Your love, Your tenderness, Your joy and
peace, and grant them and abundance of Your blessings
through the intercession of Your Holy Mother.
Happy Mother’s Day!
+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

The Word from Your Servant
A very happy Mother’s Day to each Mother, Grandmother,
Aunt and Godmother in our Parish. Mothers are a blessing
– we say in Lebanese “the world is a Mother”. I see the
fruits of our Parish mothers’ hard work every day and give
thanks for the presence and generosity of our mothers. We
pray also for the souls of the mothers who are no longer
with us on earth. We pray that they are being warmly
embraced by the Holy Trinity, our Mother and the Saints in
Heaven.
Of course, it is no co-incidence that Mother’s Day falls
within the month of May – the month dedicated to our
Heavenly Mother, our Lady. I again urge you to use this
month to come closer to our Lady. You will feel her purity,
her beauty, her love, and most importantly, her closeness
to her Son our Lord Jesus. I remind you again, that I and
Deacons Nagi and Robert are available to visit your homes
during this month to pray the Rosary. Please contact the
Parish office to book or provide your details on the
calendar at the front desk of the Church.
In this Sunday’s Gospel, we see the disciples struggling
with their normal jobs of fishing. Our Lord “pops out of
nowhere” to give them advice. Not only do they heed his
advice and eventually follow it, but they rush to the shore
to give thanks. So excited is Peter to see our Lord, that he
jumps from the boat to rush ahead to meet Jesus.
We must always remember that our Lord is constantly
available to meet us, give us advice and help us. How do
we find Him? Just like finding any friend, we contact Him.
And how do we contact Him? Through prayer. Prayer is
our conversation with Jesus. Jesus is always waiting to
listen to us, and He will communicate back with us.
Sometimes we may not want to hear what He has to tell
us. That’s ok – actually, that’s normal – even the disciples
hesitated to follow Jesus’ fishing advice. But we can ask
Jesus through prayer to help us accept the will of His
Father, who is our Heavenly Father. Prayer, backed by the
sacraments which we receive through Mass, will help us on
our daily earthly journey. And of course, in this month of
May, we can and should pray to our Lady for help with our
communication with her Son.
This week our Parish was blessed to have Fr Joseph Gideon
give the first of the Faith Formation Talks which we have
scheduled. His talk “Jesus I trust in You – Divine Mercy”
was inspirational and I have no doubt that the youth and
teenagers who attended the talk took home a number of
points to reflect upon.
Also, this week, our new Youth Committee held their
inaugural meeting on Wednesday night. I think I can say
that they “are pumped” and I am excited about their
proposed programme and initiatives.
Next Saturday, the Parish is hosting the Diocese Fersen
Day. We anticipate having approximately 300 children and
adults from our Diocese attend on the day. Thank you to
the mothers that have donated the supplies needed for the
day. Thank you especially to Ray Zeaiter and Belinda Srour
for all the efforts they have put in for a number of weeks
coordinating this day. I ask you please to pray for the
children attending on the day and ask especially our Lady
to intercede for the fruits of this day.
Fr Claude Rizk

Parish News and Upcoming Events

News from the St George Youth Group (SGYG)
On the 28th of April, the youth community of St George gathered for the elections of the new parish community.
With the blessing of the Youth Chaplain, Fr Claude, we congratulate Georgina Simpson, Natalie El-Hage, Rachel
Mouait, Phillip Abboud, David Nammour, Dominique Hassarati and Jessica
Saliba as the newly formed St George Youth Committee, under the advisory of
Marcelin El Khoury. We pray that the Lord guides them in their ministry and
that they may emulate Christ-like qualities towards the youth community
within the parish and eparchy.
A special mention of gratitude and acclamation to the previous St George
Youth committee for their years of tireless service. Their resilience, dedication
and enthusiasm has been an inspiring witness to Christ’s love, and we continue
to pray for them in hope the light of Christ continues to shine wherever they
go.
The new committee had its first meeting this past week to officially step into each of their roles. The ball is
rolling on future events that are currently being planned. The aim of these upcoming spiritual and social events
is to stand out and help our parish thrive and allow our community to grow in the faith.

Parish Financial Updates
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Parish Income between 11 April – 1 May
TBA
Parish Operations Account
$14,253.62

Parish Loan Balance
$611,613.11

To receive our eNewsletter
please email
info@stgeorgemcc.org.au
Subscribe to our Channel

St George Maronite
Catholic Church

Donations to support our ongoing Parish mission
can be made at the Parish Office or by internet banking or
direct debit - (Account Name: St George Maronite Church,
‘like’ us on Facebook
BSB #062-784, Account # 16948504)
Follow us on Instagram
Congratulations to all involved in our Feast week actvities. We successfully raised

$50,855.70
A special thanks to all our volunteers and community members, a special mention to Charlie Tawk
(Monjay Mezza), Tony, Fred, Scott & Daniel Kazzi (A & M Kazzi & Sons), Anthony Lahood ( Lahood
Butchery), Charbel Raish (Parousia media), Anthony Sukari, Charlie Jammal, Bernadette Samia (Cedars
Beverages) and to all the men and women who worked behind the scene.

Business Community Corner

For more information on advertising, please contact the
Parish Office 9481 7388 or email info@stgeorgemcc.org.au

