St George Maronite Catholic Church, Thornleigh

Our Parish
Our Lives on Earth are Our Pathway to Heaven

“But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written:
‘Be holy, because I am holy.’” (1 Peter 1: 15-16)

5th Sunday of the Resurrection

Sunday 15th May 2022

Year 2022, Issue #20

The Gospel

اإلنجيل

Season of the
Resurrection

John 21: 15-19

When they had finished breakfast, Jesus
said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon son of John,
do you love me more than these?’ He said
to him, ‘Yes, Lord; you know that I love
you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my lambs.’
A second time he said to him, ‘Simon son
of John, do you love me?’ He said to him,
‘Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.’
Jesus said to him, ‘Tend my sheep.’ He
said to him the third time, ‘Simon son of
John, do you love me?’ Peter felt hurt
because he said to him the third time, ‘Do
you love me?’ And he said to him, ‘Lord,
you know everything; you know that I
love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my
sheep. Very truly, I tell you, when you
were younger, you used to fasten your
own belt and to go wherever you wished.
But when you grow old, you will stretch
out your hands, and someone else will
fasten a belt around you and take you
where you do not wish to go.’ (He said
this to indicate the kind of death by
which he would glorify God.) After this
he said to him, ‘Follow me.’

Next Sunday
5th Sunday of the
Resurrection
Epistle
Eph 2: 1-10
Gospel
John 21: 15-19

۱٩-۱٥ :٢۱ يو

ْ
َ َب ْع َد
 َ«يا: َق َال َي ُس ُوع ِل ِس ْم َع َان ُبط ُرس،الغ َداء
 َا ُت ِح ُّب ِني َا ْك َث َر ِم َّما ُي ِح ُّب ِني،ِس ْم َع ُان ْب َن ُي َونا
َ
 َا ْن َت َت ْع َل ُم َا ِّني، َيا َر ّب، َ«ن َعم: َق َال ل ُه.»ُهؤالء؟
َ
َ
 َق َال ل ُه.» « ِإ ْر َع ُح ْمال ِني: َق َال ل ُه َي ُسوع.»ُا ِح ُّب َك
 َق َال.» َا ُت ِح ُّب ِني؟، َ«يا ِس ْم َع ُان ْب َن ُي َونا:َم َّر ًة َثا ِن َي ًة
َ
 َق َال.» َا ْن َت َت ْع َل ُم َا ِّني ُا ِح ُّب َك، َ«ن َع ْم َيا َر ّب:ل ُه
َ
َ
 َ«يا: َق َال ل ُه َم َّر ًة َثا ِل َثة.»! « ِإ ْر َع ِن َع ِاجي:ل ُه َي ُسوع
ْ
، َف َح ِز َن ُبط ُرس.» َا ُت ِح ُّب ِني؟،ِس ْم َع ُان ْب َن ُي َونا
َ وع َق َال َل ُه َث
َ َال َّن َي ُس
 َا ُت ِح ُّب ِني؟ َف َق َال:الث َم َّرات
َ
 َو َا ْن َت َت ْع ِر ُف، َا ْن َت َت ْع َل ُم ُك َّل َشيء، َ«يا َر ّب:ل ُه
َ
 « ِإ ْر َع ِخ َر ِافي! َا َلح َّق: َق َال ل ُه َي ُسوع.»َا ِّني ُا ِح ُّب َك
َ  ِح:ا َلح َّق َا ُق ُول َل َك
 ُك ْن َت َت ُش ُّد،ين ُك ْن َت َش ًّابا
 ول ِك ْن.ِح َز َام َك ِب َي َد ْي َك َوت ِس ُير ِإلى َح ْي ُث ُت ِريد
َ
َ ِح
 َس َت ْب ُس ُط َي َد ْي َك وا َخ ُر َي ُش ُّد ل َك،ين َت ِشيخ
ْ
 َق َال.» َويذ َه ُب ِب َك ِإلى َح ْي ُث ال ُت ِريد،ِحز َام َك
َّ
ً َي ُس ُوع ذ ِل َك ُم
شيرا ِإلى ال ِم َيت ِة ال ِتي َس ُي َم ِ ّج ُد ِب َها
ْ
َ
.»! « ِإ ْت َب ْع ِني: ُث َّم َق َال ل ُه.ُبط ُر ُس هللا

Divine Liturgy and Services

Sundays: 9:00am (Arabic), 11:00am (Arabic/English), 6:00pm (English)
Mondays and Tuesdays: 9:00am
Wednesdays – Fridays: 6:00pm
Saturdays: 9:00am and 6:00pm
Confessions: By Appointment
Sick Visits: Contact Clergy or the Parish Office (contact details below)

Parish and Ministry Team and Contact Details

Parish Administrator: Fr Claude Rizk 0422 819 277 Deacons: Nagi Dimian 0403 750 613, Robert-Pio Al Bayeh 0414 447 883
Parish Secretary: Debrah Habkouk 0422 275 199 Admin Assistant: Rose Zeaiter
Office Hours: Mondays - Fridays 9:00am - 5.00pm; Saturdays 9:00am - 3:00pm Phone: (02) 9481 7388
Parish Safeguarding Officers: Margaret Simpson 0408 895 798, Jessica Georges 0426 114 696, George Takchi 0419 651 229
Parish Address: 2 Yarrara Road (Corner Wells Street), Thornleigh, NSW, 2120
Website: www.stgeorgemcc.org.au
Email: info@stgeorgemcc.org.au

Bishop’s Corner:
5th Sunday after the Resurrection
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
On this 5th Sunday of the Resurrection, we hear Jesus
entrusting Simon Peter with his mission to look after the
Lord’s flock.
When Jesus was arrested, Peter denied him three times for
fear of people. He wept bitterly for this denial! And now,
here is the Risen Lord who appears and asks him three
times if he loves Him. Not because He did not know the
answer, but because He knew how important it was for
Peter to say it out loud, in front of the apostles. He redeems
himself publicly by expressing what is deep in his heart and
Jesus forgives him.
And now, Jesus gives Peter his mission, to be a good
shepherd, like Him. He knows that Peter is weak, but He
also knows his love. Because the Lord trusts him, He
entrusts him with this mission, the same one given to Him
by His Father; to be the Good Shepherd, ready to lay down
His life for His sheep.
Previously, Jesus had told Simon “you are Peter and on this
rock I will build my Church” (Matt 16:18). Now at the edge
of the lake, the Lord says to him "feed my sheep". He
knows that Peter discovered how weak he could be, how
much he needed the grace of the Lord to accompany Him.
And the Lord foretells him that he will die to give glory to
God. Knowing this, Jesus says to Peter "follow me". Peter
will follow the Lord to the very end, until death on the cross.
"Follow me", this word addressed to Peter, is also
addressed to us disciples of Jesus, and it is addressed to
every Christian. This means that, for all of us, the road will
not be easy and that we will have to have the courage to
live our faith day by day, and to go to the end with Jesus,
wherever this road may lead.
Do we know the mission did we received from the Risen
Lord? Are we ready to go all the way with Jesus?
Upcoming Federal Elections
As we move closer to the Australian Federal Elections, let
us pray for discernment, so that we may elect leaders who
seek to better understand the issues and concerns that
confront our country, who hear the word of God, who live
His love, and who keep in the ways of His truth.
No one political party fully embodies Catholic social
teaching. However, in line with Australia’s Catholic
Bishops, I am calling on all of you to reflect on the issues
we face as a people and a country and how we can use our
voices for change.
Of critical importance will be our response to the needs of
vulnerable people in our community particularly those in
palliative care to ensure they have access to the highquality care they need, those in aged care, First Nations
people, asylum-seekers and refugees, and those in
poverty. Our mission compels us to respond as faithful
citizens in our country and our world.
I encourage you to read the Australian Catholic Bishops
Conference Election Statement 2022 ahead of the
upcoming elections on this link: bit.ly/BishopsElection2022
I wish you a Blessed Sunday!
+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

The Word from Your Servant

In addition to being Mother’s Day, last Sunday was also the 2022
World Day of Prayer for Vocations. Pope Francis wrote a message
for the Catholic Church. Pope Francis states:
“The word “vocation” should not be understood restrictively,
as referring simply to those who follow the Lord through a life
of special consecration. All of us are called to share in Christ’s
mission to reunite a fragmented humanity and to reconcile it
with God. Each man and woman, even before encountering
Christ and embracing the Christian faith, receives with the
gift of life a fundamental calling: each of us is a creature
willed and loved by God; each of us has a unique and special
place in the mind of God. At every moment of our lives, we
are called to foster this divine spark, present in the heart of
every man and woman, and thus contribute to the growth of
a humanity inspired by love and mutual acceptance. We are
called to be guardians of one another, to strengthen the
bonds of harmony and sharing, and to heal the wounds of
creation lest its beauty be destroyed. In a word, we are called
to become a single family in the marvellous common home of
creation, in the reconciled diversity of its elements. In this
broad sense, not only individuals have a “vocation”, but
peoples, communities and groups of various kinds as well.
“Within this great common vocation, God addresses a particular
call to each of us. He touches our lives by his love and directs
them to our ultimate goal, to a fulfilment that transcends the
very threshold of death. That is how God wanted to see our lives
and how he sees them still.
“Michelangelo Buonarroti is said to have maintained that every
block of stone contains a statue within it, and it is up to the
sculptor to uncover it. If that is true of an artist, how much more
is it true of God! In the young woman of Nazareth he saw the
Mother of God. In Simon the fisherman he saw Peter, the rock on
which he would build his Church. In the publican Levi he
recognised the apostle and evangelist Matthew, and in Saul, a
harsh persecutor of Christians, he saw Paul, the apostle of the
Gentiles. God’s loving gaze always meets us, touches us, sets us
free and transforms us, making us into new persons.
“That is what happens in every vocation: we are met by the gaze
of God, who calls us. Vocation, like holiness, is not an
extraordinary experience reserved for a few. Just as there is a
“holiness of the saints next door” (cf. Gaudete et Exsultate, 6-9),
so too there is a vocation for everyone, for God’s gaze and call is
directed to every person.
“God’s loving and creative gaze met us in an entirely unique way
in Jesus. The evangelist Mark tells us that, in speaking with the
rich young man, “Jesus looking upon him, loved him” (10:21).
This gaze of Jesus, full of love, rests upon each of us. Brothers
and sisters, let us allow ourselves to be moved by this gaze to
allow him to lead us outside of ourselves! Let us also learn to
look at one another in such a way that all those with whom we
live and encounter – whoever they may be – will feel welcomed
and discover that there is Someone who looks at them with love
and invites them to develop their full potential.
Our lives change when we welcome this gaze. Everything
becomes a vocational dialogue between ourselves and the Lord,
but also between ourselves and others. A dialogue that,
experienced in depth, makes us become ever more who we are.
In the vocation to the ordained priesthood, to be instruments of
Christ’s grace and mercy. In the vocation to the consecrated life,
to be the praise of God and the prophecy of a new humanity. In
the vocation to marriage, to be mutual gift and givers and
teachers of life. In every ecclesial vocation and ministry that calls
us to see others and the world through God’s eyes, to serve
goodness and to spread love with our works and words.”
I encourage you to read the Pope’s message in full at the
following link:
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/vocati
ons/documents/20220508-messaggio-59-gm-vocazioni.html
In the meantime, another fruitful week has passed in the life of
our Parish. Last Friday, our ladies celebrated Mother’s Day at a
“sold out” dinner in Dural. The evening was such a success that
I believe this will become a fixture on the Parish Calendar. The
Pastoral Council met during the week to review past events and
focus on upcoming events and activities. I am very grateful to
the members of the Council for their ongoing dedication and hard
work. Lastly, as you are aware, our Parish is hosting the
Diocesan Fersen Day this Saturday. Much thanks and prayers are
extended to the organisers, donors and volunteers. Please
continue to pray for our Diocese children – especially during this
month of May, ask our Lady to protect them with her mantle.
Fr Claude Rizk

Parish News and Upcoming Events

Memorial Masses
Sunday 15
May 2022

th

Saturday 21st
May 2022

9am
11am
6pm

نوايا القداسات

Late Mourad Farid Khoudair
and his wife Betty Khoudair
Late Rachid Mouawad Mouyat,
his wife Victoria and son Tony

قداس للمرحومين موراد فريد خضير
٩ :٠٠
وزوجته بديعة خضير
،معوض معيط
ّ  قداس للمرحومين رشيد۱۱ :٠٠
 وابنه طوني،وزوجته فيقتوريا

Late Maria Nassif

قداس المرحومة ماريا ناصيف

٦ :٠٠

١٥ االحد
٢٠٢٢ ايار
٢۱ السبت
٢٠٢٢ ايار

Parish Camera
Rain, hail or shine! Our
volunteers and donors are
always ready for the Maronites
on Mission Homeless Food Run!
We need more volunteers and
people willing to donate each
month. Please text Ann-Marie
on 0420309677 if you’re
interested.

Parish Financial Updates
th

th

Parish Income between 11 April – 8 May
$81,525.05
Parish Operations Account
$102.899.80

To receive our eNewsletter
please email
info@stgeorgemcc.org.au

Parish Loan Balance
$604,013.07

Donations to support our ongoing Parish mission
can be made at the Parish Office or by internet banking or
direct debit - (Account Name: St George Maronite Church,
BSB #062-784, Account # 16948504)

Subscribe to our Channel

St George Maronite
Catholic Church

‘like’ us on Facebook
Follow us on Instagram

Business Community Corner

For more information on advertising, please contact the
Parish Office 9481 7388 or email info@stgeorgemcc.org.au

