St George Maronite Catholic Church, Thornleigh

Our Parish
Our Lives on Earth are Our Pathway to Heaven

“But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written:
‘Be holy, because I am holy.’” (1 Peter 1: 15-16)

7th Sunday of the Resurrection

Sunday 29th May 2022

Year 2022, Issue #22

The Gospel
John 13: 31-35

Season of the
Resurrection

When he had gone out, Jesus said,
‘Now the Son of Man has been
glorified, and God has been glorified
in him. If God has been glorified in
him, God will also glorify him in
himself and will glorify him at once.
Little children, I am with you only a
little longer. You will look for me; and
as I said to the Jews so now I say to you,
"Where I am going, you cannot come."
I give you a new commandment, that
you love one another. Just as I have
loved you, you also should love one
another. By this everyone will know
that you are my disciples, if you have
love for one another.’

Next Sunday
Pentecost Sunday
Epistle
Acts 2: 1-21
Gospel
John 14: 15-20
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Divine Liturgy and Services

Sundays: 9:00am (Arabic), 11:00am (Arabic/English), 6:00pm (English)
Mondays and Tuesdays: 9:00am
Wednesdays – Fridays: 6:00pm
Saturdays: 9:00am and 6:00pm
Confessions: By Appointment
Sick Visits: Contact Clergy or the Parish Office (contact details below)

Parish and Ministry Team and Contact Details

Parish Administrator: Fr Claude Rizk 0422 819 277 Deacons: Nagi Dimian 0403 750 613, Robert-Pio Al Bayeh 0414 447 883
Parish Secretary: Debrah Habkouk 0422 275 199 Admin Assistant: Rose Zeaiter
Office Hours: Mondays - Fridays 9:00am - 5.00pm; Saturdays 9:00am - 3:00pm Phone: (02) 9481 7388
Parish Safeguarding Officers: Margaret Simpson 0408 895 798, Jessica Georges 0426 114 696, George Takchi 0419 651 229
Parish Address: 2 Yarrara Road (Corner Wells Street), Thornleigh, NSW, 2120
Website: www.stgeorgemcc.org.au
Email: info@stgeorgemcc.org.au

Bishop’s Corner:
Year of Hope
7th Sunday after the Resurrection
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
I send you greetings from Lebanon on this 7th Sunday
of the Resurrection. I have recently arrived to
participate in our annual Maronite Synod of Bishops
meetings and then the World Meeting of Families
taking place in Rome in June. This visit will also be an
opportunity to report back on our charitable works in
Lebanon made possible by the generosity of our
Maronite community in Australia. I ask you to keep
our Maronite Church and Lebanon in your prayers at
this time, so that this land and its people may finally
have stability, peace and prosperity.
In the Gospel of this Sunday, Jesus knows He is going
to His death. He gathers His disciples for a last meal.
To their great surprise, He begins with a gesture: He,
the Master, washes the feet of His disciples, then He
asks them to do the same. He then gives them a
commandment: to love! This is the mission He gives.
The Lord goes to the extreme of love giving His life on
the Cross for the glory of His Father and for us, His
brothers and sisters. He gives His disciples the
command to love, “Love one another as I have loved
you,” in the certainty that by putting it into practice
they will live in communion with God.
The essence of God is love and God can only transmit
love. The word of the Lord heard today is not limited
to the disciples. This commandment of Jesus invites
us to love one another. We are asked to transmit this
love to others, because we have been endowed with
a relationship with Him. By showing our love, we
reveal God to the world.
The word love is no longer just a sentimental feeling.
It sets a responsibility and a mission. We show this
love by who we are, what we do with our lives, and
how we treat others. We are invited to reflect and
open our hearts to see how we relate to those around
us and to God. Love is our common vocation.
World Communications Day
The World Communications Day is celebrated
annually on the Sunday before Pentecost. It is the only
worldwide celebration called for by the Second
Vatican Council (“Inter Mirifica”, 1963), where
members of the faithful are invited to pray and
contribute to this cause. On the 56th World Day of
Social Communications, Pope Francis addressed the
bishops, priests and members of the laity with a
message entitled: Listening with the Ear of the Heart.
In response, I ask you to dedicate this day to pray for
the “apostolate of the ear” – to listen before
speaking, as the Apostle James exhorts: “Let every
man be quick to hear, slow to speak” (1:19). Freely
giving some of our own time to listen to people is the
first act of charity.” (Pope Francis, 24 January 2022).
+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

The Word from Your Servant
This Sunday is the last Sunday of the Season of the
Resurrection, and we are now in the last few days of the month
of May, the month of our Blessed Mother.
Next Sunday we celebrate Pentecost – the coming of the Holy
Spirit to the Apostles. We will commence the Season of
Pentecost in our Church liturgy.
In the Book of Isaiah 11:2-3, the Gifts of the Holy Spirit are
described. In the passage the gifts are considered ones that
the Messiah would have possessed. Through Jesus, we also
receive the Gifts of the Holy Spirit in the Sacrament of
Confirmation. The seven gifts of the Holy Spirit are:
• Wisdom - helps us recognise the importance of others and
the importance of keeping God central in our lives.
• Understanding - is the ability to comprehend the meaning
of God's message.
• Knowledge - is the ability to think about and explore God's
revelation, and also to recognize there are mysteries of
faith beyond us.
• Counsel - is the ability to see the best way to follow God's
plan when we have choices that relate to him.
• Fortitude - is the courage to do what one knows is right.
• Piety - helps us pray to God in true devotion.
• Fear of the Lord - is the feeling of amazement before God,
who is all-present, and whose friendship we do not want
to lose.
Rather than wait for next week’s feast, let us use this week to
prepare for God’s grace to receive the gifts of the Holy Spirit.
Pray especially to our Blessed Mother, Spouse of the Holy
Spirit to help us prepare for this great feast. And, as we enter
the month of June, the month dedicated to the Sacred Heart
of Jesus, ask our Lord to stretch out hearts to love God more
in order to be more prepared to receive the gifts of the Holy
Spirit.
This past week, the new Parish Committees – the Stewardship
and Youth – have continued to meet to plan for the continued
growth and strengthening in faith of our Parish. Please keep
the Committees in your prayers. We are blessed to have such
generous people in our Parish.
Fr Claude Rizk

Parish News and Upcoming Events

Memorial Masses
Sunday 29
May 2022
Sunday 5th
June 2022

th

11am
11am

نوايا القداسات

1 Year Mass for the Late
Martha Zeaiter
1 Year Mass for the Late
Marlene Moussa Coble

قداس السنة المرحومة مارثا زعيتر
قداس السنة المرحومة
مرالن موسى قوبل

٢٩ االحد
٢٠٢٢ ايار
٥ االحد
۱۱ :٠٠
٢٠٢٢ حزيران
۱۱ :٠٠

Congratulations to the Newly Baptised: Lucas Bounasr,

Parish Camera

Congratulations to our parishioner, Sadie Maait, for being awarded the St Maroun Medal by Bishop AntoineCharbel Tarbay for her work in the Maronite Community, especially our Parish.
Throughout May, the Month of Mary, visits praying the Rosary were held in many of homes of our parishioners.

Parish Financial Updates
Funds Raised During April and May
Feast Week, Book fair, and Easter Raffle: $47,843
Mother’s Day Dinner: $20,363
Parish Operations Account
$81,680.40

To receive our eNewsletter
please email
info@stgeorgemcc.org.au

Parish Loan Balance
$604,013.07

Donations to support our ongoing Parish mission
can be made at the Parish Office or by internet banking or
direct debit - (Account Name: St George Maronite Church,
BSB #062-784, Account # 16948504)

Subscribe to our Channel

St George Maronite
Catholic Church

‘like’ us on Facebook
Follow us on Instagram

Business Community Corner

For more information on advertising, please contact the
Parish Office 9481 7388 or email info@stgeorgemcc.org.au

