St George Maronite Catholic Church, Thornleigh

Our Parish
Our Lives on Earth are Our Pathway to Heaven

“But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written:
‘Be holy, because I am holy.’” (1 Peter 1: 15-16)
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The Gospel

Season of
Pentecost

Matt 28: 16-20

The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to
the mountain to which Jesus had
directed them. When they saw him,
they worshipped him; but some
doubted. And Jesus came and said to
them, ‘All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to me. Go
therefore and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey
everything that I have commanded
you. And remember, I am with you
always, to the end of the age.’

Next Sunday
Sunday after
Pentecost
Epistle
1 Cor 2: 1-10
Gospel
John 14: 21-27
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Divine Liturgy and Services

Sundays: 9:00am (Arabic), 11:00am (Arabic/English), 6:00pm (English)
Mondays and Tuesdays: 9:00am
Wednesdays – Fridays: 6:00pm
Saturdays: 9:00am and 6:00pm
Confessions: By Appointment
Sick Visits: Contact Clergy or the Parish Office (contact details below)

Parish and Ministry Team and Contact Details

Parish Administrator: Fr Claude Rizk 0422 819 277 Deacons: Nagi Dimian 0403 750 613, Robert-Pio Al Bayeh 0414 447 883
Parish Secretary: Debrah Habkouk 0422 275 199 Admin Assistant: Rose Zeaiter
Office Hours: Mondays - Fridays 9:00am - 5.00pm; Saturdays 9:00am - 3:00pm Phone: (02) 9481 7388
Parish Safeguarding Officers: Margaret Simpson 0408 895 798, Jessica Georges 0426 114 696, George Takchi 0419 651 229
Parish Address: 2 Yarrara Road (Corner Wells Street), Thornleigh, NSW, 2120
Website: www.stgeorgemcc.org.au
Email: info@stgeorgemcc.org.au

Bishop’s Corner:
Year of Hope
Trinity Sunday
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
On this Second Sunday of Pentecost, our Church celebrates
Trinity Sunday. We are at the end of the Gospel of St
Matthew. These are the last verses recorded by the
Evangelist. The Lord gives His disciples the Great
Commission: “Go therefore and make disciples in all
nations…” (Matt 28:19). This end is actually a beginning,
the beginning of the Church. The disciples, in their mission,
are accompanied by the Holy Trinity: empowered by the
Holy Spirit, promised by the Father, and sent by the Son.
The Holy Trinity is the central doctrine of the Christian
faith. God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit
are three divine Persons sharing one nature. The Persons of
the Trinity are coequal, coeternal, and consubstantial,
meaning they are indivisible even as they reveal
themselves to us in different forms. All three are to be
worshipped as one God.
The Holy Trinity is a living reality. The inner life of God is
reciprocal – it consists of giving and receiving. It is an
eternal circle of love between the three divine Persons. It
must be perceived as the source of all life, and this life is
always a gift from God that we do not possess, but that
we share. In God, we possess nothing, everything is free;
we receive and we give. God desires to be in relationship
with us, with each of us personally. When we desire with
all our strength to be united with the love of God, we find
that we possess all things in Him, and we offer them all to
Him in His Son Jesus.
This Sunday, we hear Jesus' command to become disciples
of love: “Go… make disciples…” Each one of us then asks:
Where am I going to start? Our God is a God so eager to be
in a closer relationship with us. Indeed, by giving ourselves
fully to the mission of evangelisation in response to God’s
love, we become our true selves and God will always be
with us in our work. We are made in the image and likeness
of God. We are complete only by giving ourselves out of
love for others and by fully accepting God's love.
Let us listen carefully to the end of this Gospel, so beautiful
and so reassuring is this great promise of Jesus: "And
behold, I am with you always until end of time" (Matt
28:20). Every single day is filled with His presence. Saint
Matthew uses the language of the Covenant of "God with
us", which we read in the Annunciation. It is a discreet and
silent presence that accompanies us every day of our lives.
Jesus, risen, seated at the right hand of the Father, is the
presence of God through the Holy Spirit in the history of the
world. This fills us with hope and strengthens us in our
mission to go make disciples. I wish you a Blessed Sunday!
+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

The Word from Your Servant
This weekend, the Universal Church celebrates Trinity
Sunday. In the Gospel, we are reminded that we are
baptised in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
They are three persons in one God. The Father is God, the
Son is God, and the Spirit is God – it is not three Gods, but
one God in three persons. This mystery of the Holy Spirit
was revealed to us by Jesus.
Last year, on this great feast, Pope Francis explained this
mystery so clearly when he stated:
“The persons are not adjective of God, no. They are
real, diverse, different Persons;… They are Persons.
There is the Father to whom I pray with the Our
Father; there is the Son, who gave me redemption,
justification; there is the Holy Spirit who abides in
us and inhabits the Church.”
All three persons are love – the Father, the Son and the
Holy Spirit. We remember the words of John the Evangelist
“God is love” (1 John 4: 8, 16).
To know God better and His three persons, we must unite
our hearts to that of Jesus’. This month of June, the month
dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, examine our
hearts, and ask ourselves, do our hearts reflect the
presence of our Lord? Our hearts block out Jesus when they
allow pride, stubbornness, revenge, and bitterness to rule.
Our Lord Jesus lived with mercy and humility. We too must
embrace humility and the spirit of forgiveness in order to
bring Jesus into our heart and life.
And in case, we assume that our Lady is separate to the
Holy Trinity, then please think again.
Through the perfect love and obedience our Lady had for
God, she was the perfect daughter of God the Father, she
became the perfect spouse of God the Holy Spirit when she
said “yes” to the will of God, and she is the Mother of God
the Son.
Therefore, to embrace the Trinity in our lives, ask our Lady
to help us to live the purity, humility and devotion to God
which She did.
Thank you to the St George Youth for arranging the highly
engaging State of Origin night for both the Teens and the
Youth. Fortuitously, the Teens and Youth seemed to be
more interested in socialising with each other than
watching the game.
This week we resumed the Thursday Masses followed by
lunch. We had a lovely gathering. The Masses will be held
every fortnight on Thursdays at 11.00am followed by lunch
in the Church Hall. I look forward to seeing more of our
parishioners attend.
Fr Claude Rizk

Parish News and Upcoming Events

Course: Introduction to the
Maronite Catholic Faith
The English Faith Formation Committee
in the Eparchy invites all people who
wish to learn more about the faith or
who wish to receive the Sacrament of
Baptism, to enrol in the Introduction
to the Maronite Catholic Faith Course
which commences on the 27th of June
2022 and runs for 20 weeks, at Our
Lady of Lebanon, Harris Park. The
course provides a clear overview of
the beliefs and practices of the
Maronite Catholic Faith and is free for
interested people, aged 18 years and
above. For more information, contact
Mr Charbel Mourani on 0410 343 233
or scan the QR Code on the flyers.

Congratulations to the Newly Baptised: Michael Joseph Ghanem
Congratulations to the Newly Weds: Louis Maroun and Danielle Hassarati

Memorial Masses
Sunday 12
June 2022
Saturday 18th
June 2022
th

نوايا القداسات

11am

Late Rebecca Teris

قداس المرحومة ريباكا ترس

۱۱ :٠٠

6pm

Late Emilia Kazzi

قداس المرحومة اميليا قزي

٦ :٠٠

Parish Financial Updates
Parish Income (week ending 05/06/2022)
$3163.75
Parish Operations Account
$75,664.78

۱٢ االحد
٢٠٢٢ حزيران
۱٨ السبت
٢٠٢٢ حزيران

To receive our eNewsletter
please email
info@stgeorgemcc.org.au
Subscribe to our Channel

Parish Loan Balance
$601,594.16

St George Maronite
Catholic Church

Donations to support our ongoing Parish mission
can be made at the Parish Office or by internet banking or
direct debit - (Account Name: St George Maronite Church,
BSB #062-784, Account # 16948504)

‘like’ us on Facebook
Follow us on Instagram

Business Community Corner

For more information on advertising,
please contact the Parish Office 9481
7388 or email
info@stgeorgemcc.org.au

