
 

     

St George Maronite Catholic Church, Thornleigh 

Our Parish 
Our Lives on Earth are Our Pathway to Heaven 

“But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written: 
‘Be holy, because I am holy.’” (1 Peter 1: 15-16) 

5th Sunday of Pentecost 
Sunday 3rd July 2022                                                                                         Year 2022, Issue #27 

The Gospel 
Matt 10: 1-7 

Then Jesus summoned his twelve 
disciples and gave them authority 
over unclean spirits, to cast them 
out, and to cure every disease and 
every sickness. These are the 
names of the twelve apostles: first, 
Simon, also known as Peter, and 
his brother Andrew; James son of 
Zebedee, and his brother John; 
Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas 
and Matthew the tax-collector; 
James son of Alphaeus, and 
Thaddaeus; Simon the Cananaean, 
and Judas Iscariot, the one who 
betrayed him. These twelve Jesus 
sent out with the following 
instructions: ‘Go nowhere among 
the Gentiles, and enter no town of 
the Samaritans, but go rather to 
the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel. As you go, proclaim the 
good news, "The kingdom of 
heaven has come near." 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Season of 
Pentecost 

 

 
 

Next Sunday 
6th Sunday of 

Pentecost 
Epistle 

1 Cor 12: 12-30 
Gospel 

Matt 10: 16-25 
 

 
 

 

إلنجيل ا  
٧- ۱: ۱٠ متى   

َعَشر،   َني 
ْ
الٱث َتالِمْيَذُه  َيُسوُع  َدَعا 

اَلْرَواَح   ِبِه  ُرُدوَن 
ْ
َيط َطاًنا 

ْ
ُسل َفَاْعَطاُهم 
ِجَسة،   ِ  النَّ

ُكل  ِمْن  ْعَب  الشَّ وَيْشُفوَن 
ُسِل   الرُّ َاْسَماُء  وهِذِه  ة.  ِعلَّ  ِ

وُكل  َمَرٍض 
ذي ُيْدَعى  

َّ
ُل ِسْمَعاُن ال َنْي َعَشر: َاَلوَّ

ْ
اٱلٱث

وَيْعُقوُب   َاُخوه،  وَاْندَراُوُس  ُرس، 
ْ
ُبط

ُس   وِفْيِلبُّ َاُخوه،  ا  وُيوَحنَّ َزَبَدى،  بُن 
ال  ى  وَمتَّ وُتوَما  َماُوس، 

ْ
ار،  وَبْرُتل َعشَّ

اُوس، وِسْمَعاُن   َفى وَتدَّ
ْ
وَيْعُقوُب بُن َحل

ذي  
َّ
ال اإِلْسَخْرُيوِطيُّ  وَيُهوَذا  الَغُيوُر 

َنا َعَشَر َاْرَسَلُهم  
ْ
َاْسَلَم َيُسوع. هُؤلِء الٱث

»ل   َقاِئاًل:  َاْوَصاُهم  وَقْد  َيُسوع، 
ول   ين،  الَوَثِني ِ ِإلى  َطِريًقا  َتْسُلُكوا 

َهُبوا  َتْدُخُلوا َمِدْينَ 
ْ
ين، َبِل اٱذ ِ

اِمِري  ًة ِللسَّ
َبْيِت   ِمْن  ِة 

َّ
ال الضَّ الِخَراِف  ِإلى   ِ ِبالَحِري 

َناُدوا   َذاِهُبون،  َاْنُتم  وِفيَما  ِإْسَراِئيل. 
َماَوات.  َقِد اٱْقَتَرَب َمَلُكوُت السَّ

َ
 َقاِئلين: ل

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Divine Liturgy and Services 
Sundays: 9:00am (Arabic), 11:00am (Arabic/English), 6:00pm (English) 

Mondays and Tuesdays: 9:00am         Wednesdays – Fridays: 6:00pm         Saturdays: 9:00am and 6:00pm 

Confessions: By Appointment               Sick Visits: Contact Clergy or the Parish Office (contact details below) 

 Parish and Ministry Team and Contact Details  
Parish Administrator: Fr Claude Rizk 0422 819 277    Deacons: Nagi Dimian 0403 750 613, Robert-Pio Al Bayeh 0414 447 883 

Parish Secretary: Debrah Habkouk 0422 275 199     Admin Assistant: Rose Zeaiter 0402 463 036 

Office Hours: Mondays - Fridays 9:00am - 5.00pm; Saturdays 9:00am - 3:00pm     Phone: (02) 9481 7388       

Parish Safeguarding Officers: Margaret Simpson 0408 895 798, Jessica Georges 0426 114 696, George Takchi 0419 651 229 

Parish Address: 2 Yarrara Road (Corner Wells Street), Thornleigh, NSW, 2120 

Website: www.stgeorgemcc.org.au      Email:  info@stgeorgemcc.org.au   

http://www.stgeorgemcc.org.au/
mailto:info@stgeorgemcc.org.au


 
Dear brothers and sisters, 

I have recently returned to Sydney after attending the 

Maronite Synod of Bishops in Lebanon and the World 

Meeting of Families in Rome. I thank you for your prayers 

and wishes during my trip. Both gatherings were filled with 

the Lord’s graces and I now look forward to participating 

in the upcoming Second Assembly of the Plenary Council of 

Australia.  

On the 5th Sunday of the Season of Pentecost, we reflect 

on the Gospel of Jesus calling His Apostles. The mission 

that Jesus gives to His disciples is to proclaim that “the 

kingdom of heaven is near” (Mt 10:7). He does not tell 

them to leave with their hands full, encumbered with 

baggage. He even warns them that the journey will not be 

without danger, or without persecution (Mt 10: 26-33). It 

will not be an easy mission. Jesus does not even guarantee 

success, but assures them that victory is certain, that they 

are precious in His eyes (Is 43:4). He only tells them not to 

be afraid and to go to the lost sheep of the house of Israel 

(Mt 10:7). 

Jesus sends His disciples as Jacob sent his sons to Egypt. 

They had nothing for the journey except this instruction 

from their father: “do what he tells you” (Gn 41:55). Mary 

said the same thing to the servants at Cana (Jn 2:5). We 

know the rest. Jesus sends out His disciples with the 

assurance that they will return, like the sons of Jacob, with 

their hands full. Such is the goodness of our Lord!  

Similarly, the Lord calls us and sends us on our journey. Our 

first mission today is to recognize that we have been 

chosen because we are precious in the eyes of God even if 

we often do not value ourselves in the same way. We must 

appreciate and recognise our dignity that this call 

confirms. Let us take up the challenge of showing the 

beauty of God to all those we encounter and accepting His 

call to renew His Church.  

Second General Assembly of the Fifth Plenary Council of 

Australia 

Another journey of renewal for our Catholic Church in 

Australia has been the four-year journey of the Fifth 

Plenary Council of Australia. This Plenary Council will reach 

the second – and final – assembly starting on Sunday 3 

July 2022. At the assembly, the 277 Council Members will 

consider the motions that have emerged from that national 

journey, with the goal of renewing the life and mission of 

the Church in Australia. 

The key document that will guide the work of the second 

assembly is the Framework for Motions, which was 

published. It contains about 30 motions that all Council 

Members will discern and vote on. The outcome of the 

votes will be announced during the assembly. 

We entrust this assembly to the Holy Spirit of Pentecost 

asking Him to give us ears to listen humbly to each other 

and a discerning heart to hear what He is saying. May the 

fruits of the Plenary lead our Church into a hope-filled 

future, that we may live the joy of the Gospel.  

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay 

The Word from Your Servant 
In this Sunday’s Gospel we read 

about our Lord Jesus choosing his 

twelve apostles. 

These twelve men were “ordinary 

men” – they worked, they toiled, 

and most importantly, they 

struggled.  The Gospel very much 

links with the two big feasts 

which we celebrated this week – 

the feasts of Saints Peter and 

Paul (June 29) and the feast of 

the Twelve Apostles (June 30). The twelve apostles were 

chosen by Jesus for reasons which only Jesus knew.  They 

responded with love and fidelity to his calling.  Saint Paul, 

a passionate supporter of the Jewish faith, responded 

immediately and with fervour when he was called by Jesus. 

All of our Lord’s apostles, including the disciples who 

followed the Apostles in the early days of the Church 

struggled to remain loyal to their calling.  However, 

through the graces which they received from the 

Sacraments of Confession and Communion, they gained 

their strength to remain committed to their faith. 

We too, as baptised Christians, are called to follow our 

Lord in our ordinary daily lives.  And just like the apostles, 

our faith does falter.  In fact, there will be many times when 

we want or even do, protest to God about the path we are 

on – surely there must be an easier path we say.  In those 

moments, we are tempted to seek those different paths 

which are easier.  We may even convince ourselves that 

that path which we prefer will bring us happiness which 

surely will take us to Heaven. 

These moments of “falling” are nothing to be ashamed of.  

St Peter also experienced this inner turmoil, and needed 

time to grow in maturity.  Initially, the thought of the Cross 

horrified him, but at the end of his life, he bore witness to 

the Lord with courage.  He was even crucified for our Lord 

– according to tradition – upside down as he did not 

consider himself worthy to die as our Lord did. 

St Paul, whose conversion may be best described as 

“sudden” also had to learn to be a Christian in a gradual 

manner, especially through times of trial. 

When we experience these moments of discouragement and 

potential loss of faith, we should learn from the great 

apostles to turn these moments in opportunities to grow in 

trust in the Lord.  Lean on the Sacraments – especially 

Confession and Communion.  In Confession God’s endless 

mercy gives us the chance to start again.  In Communion we 

receive our Lord’s body so that through the gift of grace and 

humility, we may allow ourselves to become more like Him. 

And, we of course, have our Lady, Queen of the Apostles.  

Ask our Lady to help us imitate the Apostles by keeping us 

every day on the path of faith. 

Thank you to my whole Parish family for celebrating the 

10th anniversary of my Ordination last weekend.  Thank you 

to all the volunteers who assisted with the preparations.  

As this Bulletin goes to print, the “Knights of St George” 

will be gathering for Mass and then dinner on Friday night.  

God bless all the fathers and men of our Parish.  

Have a blessed week.                               Fr Claude Rizk 

Bishop’s Corner  
Year of Hope 

Fifth Sunday of Pentecost  



   

   

   

 

 

    

Parish News and Upcoming Events 

 

Congratulations to the Newly Baptised:  

Christine and Annabella Estephan 

Parish Camera 

 

 
Thank you to all our 

parishioners who donated 

towards the container for 

Lebanon. The items were 

packed this week and sent to 

the container.  

Youth led Adoration 

Evening held on 

Thursday this week. 

 

Our youth led 

Adoration Evening is 

held every last 

Thursday of the month.  



Children’s Corner: Jesus Chooses his 12 Disciples  

  
 

Parish Financial Updates To receive our eNewsletter  

please email 

info@stgeorgemcc.org.au 
Parish Income (week ending 26/06/2022) 

$4573.60 

Parish Operations Account  

 $56,405.97 
Parish Loan Balance 

$601,594.16  

Subscribe to our Channel 

St George Maronite 

Catholic Church 

Donations to support our ongoing Parish mission 

can be made at the Parish Office or by internet banking or  

direct debit - (Account Name: St George Maronite Church,  

BSB #062-784, Account # 16948504) 

  
‘like’ us on Facebook 

Follow us on Instagram 
 

 

    

    

 

Business Community Corner 

For more information on advertising, please contact the Parish Office 

9481 7388 or email info@stgeorgemcc.org.au 

Jesus is calling 

his disciples. 

 

Lead them to 

him. 

mailto:info@stgeorgemcc.org.au
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgY0HhqZvsmWTrUht2gy-MQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgY0HhqZvsmWTrUht2gy-MQ
mailto:info@stgeorgemcc.org.au

