
 

     

St George Maronite Catholic Church, Thornleigh 

Our Parish 
Our Lives on Earth are Our Pathway to Heaven 

“But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written: 
‘Be holy, because I am holy.’” (1 Peter 1: 15-16) 

11th Sunday of Pentecost and 
Feast of the Assumption of Our Lady 

Sunday 14th August 2022                                                                                Year 2022, Issue #33 

The Gospel 
Luke 1: 46-55 

 Mary said, ‘My soul magnifies the 
Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God 
my Saviour, for he has looked with 
favour on the lowliness of his 
servant. Surely, from now on all 
generations will call me blessed; for 
the Mighty One has done great 
things for me, and holy is his name.  
His mercy is for those who fear him 
from generation to generation. He 
has shown strength with his arm; he 
has scattered the proud in the 
thoughts of their hearts.  He has 
brought down the powerful from 
their thrones, and lifted up the 
lowly; he has filled the hungry with 
good things, and sent the rich away 
empty.  He has helped his servant 
Israel, in remembrance of his 
mercy, according to the promise he 
made to our ancestors, to Abraham 
and to his descendants for ever.’ 

Season of 
Pentecost 

 

 
 

Next Sunday 
12th Sunday of 

Pentecost  
Epistle 

Eph 3: 1-13 
Gospel 

Matt 15: 21-28 
 

 
 

 

إلنجيل ا  
 ٥٥  –  ٤٦: ١ لو

ّب، الرَّ َي  َنفسِّ ُم  »ُتَعّظِّ َمْرَيم:  ْت 
َ
 قال

ي، صِّ ُمَخّلِّ هللِّ 
 
ا بِّ ي  ُروحِّ ُج  ُه  وَتْبَتهِّ أَلنَّ
َتواُضعِّ   لى  إِّ َن َنظَر 

آ
األ ُمْنُذ  َفَها   . هِّ َاَمتِّ

يُع اأَلْجَيال، ي َجمِّ ُبنِّ يَر  ُتَطّوِّ أَلنَّ الَقدِّ
وس، ُقدُّ وا ْسُمُه  م،  َعَظائِّ بي   َصَنَع 
يَن  ذِّ

لَّ لِّ وَاْجَياٍل  َاْجَياٍل  لى  إِّ وَرْحَمُتُه 
ُقوَنُه. َت   َيتَّ وَشتَّ  ، هِّ دِّ َساعِّ بِّ ا 

زًّ عِّ َصَنَع 
م. هِّ ُقُلوبِّ بَاْفَكارِّ  ريَن  ْنَزَل  اَ  الُمَتكّبِّ

وَرَفَع   الُعُروش،  عنِّ  ريَن  الُمْقَتدِّ
ين. عِّ َياَع َخْيَراٍت،   الُمَتواضِّ َاْشَبَع الجِّ

ين. غِّ َفارِّ ياَء  اأَلْغنِّ َعَضَد   وَصَرَف 
ًرا َرْحَمَتُه، يَل َفَتاُه َذاكِّ ْسرائِّ يَم  إِّ ْبراهِّ إلِّ

َباَءنا«.
آ
َم ا لى اأَلَبد،كَما كلَّ هِّ إِّ  وَنْسلِّ

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Divine Liturgy and Services 
Sundays: 9:00am (Arabic), 11:00am (Arabic/English), 6:00pm (English) 

Mondays and Tuesdays: 9:00am       Wednesdays – Fridays: 6:00pm         Saturdays: 9:00am and 6:00pm 

Confessions: By Appointment        Sick Visits: Contact Clergy or the Parish Office (contact details below) 

 Parish and Ministry Team and Contact Details  
Parish Administrator: Fr Claude Rizk 0422 819 277    Deacons: Nagi Dimian 0403 750 613, Robert-Pio Al Bayeh 0414 447 883 

Parish Secretary: Debrah Habkouk 0422 275 199     Admin Assistant: Rose Zeaiter  

Office Hours: Mondays - Fridays 9:00am - 5.00pm; Saturdays 9:00am - 3:00pm     Phone: (02) 9481 7388       

Parish Safeguarding Officers: Margaret Simpson 0408 895 798, Jessica Georges 0426 114 696, George Takchi 0419 651 229 

Parish Address: 2 Yarrara Road (Corner Wells Street), Thornleigh, NSW, 2120 

Website: www.stgeorgemcc.org.au      Email:  info@stgeorgemcc.org.au   

http://www.stgeorgemcc.org.au/
mailto:info@stgeorgemcc.org.au


 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
On the 15th of August, we celebrate the Feast of the 
Assumption of Our Lady. In the words of the Venerable 
Patriarch Elias Howayek: “The Blessed Virgin Mary is the 
mirror of the Divine beauty, and she is the custodian of our 
hope.” In our Blessed Mother, we see the great glory of 
God, His splendour and the attractive power of Divine 
Love. In her, we find the guarantee that our weak human 
nature can be perfected and raised to the joys of heaven. 
In her, the light of hope forever shines brightly.  
As far back as we can follow the Maronite tradition, we have 
celebrated the Feast of the Assumption, and it has always 
been the principle celebration of Our Lady in the Eastern 
churches. The Feast of the Assumption reflects the place the 
Blessed Virgin holds in the lives of Maronites, as the Mother 
of God, “yoldat aloho”. This expression is enshrined in our 
memories, traditions and in what has become the unofficial 
anthem of the Maronites, sung in the Maronite Liturgy: “ya 
um allah ya hanouna” (O Mother of God, O clement).  
On this Feast, it is pertinent to meditate on Our Lady the 
Virgin Mary as the Mother of our hope, and that it shall be 
fulfilled in the fullness of time. Therefore, we have 
designated 2022 as the Year of Hope in our Maronite 
Eparchy because so many people have been affected by 
the sadness and darkness of wars, sickness and suffering 
which have covered the globe for too long. It is time to 
remember as St Peter said, that we have “a reason for the 
hope within,” (1 Peter 3:15).  
When we look around us, we see many signs of hope in our 
lives and in the lives of our community. Our parishes are 
alive again with spiritual and social events and our 
Maronite Eparchy in Australia prepares to celebrate 50 
years of its establishment in 2023. After more than 100 
years of Maronite presence in this land, the Eparchy was 
established on the 14th of July 1973. Our Jubilee Year shall 
commence on the feast of St Maroun, the 9th of February 
2023, and will include a visit from His Beatitude Mar 
Bechara Boutros Cardinal Rai.  
I am also pleased to share the good news concerning the 
nursing home which is being built at the precincts of Our 
Lady of Lebanon, Harris Park. It has been a long wait, but 
it has been worthwhile, and we anticipate that the nursing 
home, named ‘Our Lady Mercy Place’, will open in February 
2023, under the direction of Mercy Health.  
Another sign of hope and optimism is the supplementary 
Pastoral Plan which we have mapped out, with the clergy and 
the pastoral councils in our parishes for the next three years. 
The theme is “Encouraging and Building Each Other Up.” This 
strategy is all the more necessary as we are emerging from 
COVID and all the matters which come with that process. 
On this feast, we turn to Our Lady and seek her intercession 
for ourselves, for our families, and our Eparchy. We 
especially pray on behalf of our beloved Lebanon, for the 
people of the land which has been the cradle of the 
Maronite faith and its home, to remain a lighthouse for the 
world in these difficult times. 
Let us remember that everything comes from the heart. 
And if Christ is in our hearts, as He was in the heart of our 
Lady, then we are centred in the truth, in beauty, in good, 
and in love. A Blessed Feast of the Assumption to you all! 

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay 

The Word from Your Servant 
Happy Feast Day to you all! It is always wonderful to 

celebrate any feast of our Beloved Mother.  But the Feast 

of the Assumption is very, very special.  In our homeland, 

this Feast is celebrated across many villages which have a 

special devotion to Our Lady of the Assumption. 

The Feast of the Assumption reminds us that Our Lady, the 

Mother of God the Son, the Spouse of the Holy Spirit and 

the Daughter of God the Father, was such a perfect 

Tabernacle that she was assumed body and soul into 

Heaven.  The Feast reminds us that when with God’s grace 

we reach Heaven, we will touch our Lady’s hands, we will 

feel Her motherly embrace, and She will take us to see God 

our Father and Her beloved Son.  What joy, happiness and 

perfection awaits us in Heaven. 

The Feast of the Assumption reminds us of the rewards which 

await us should we live our life in accordance with God’s will 

and for the love of God. Our Lady lived a normal Jewish life.  

She lived in the middle of the world and yet loved God 

perfectly.  She faced hardships – poverty, work and living 

under the rule of the Roman Empire.  She was born without 

sin, and through her perfect love for God, she continued to live 

without sin because she made God’s will Her own.  She allows 

the “sword to pierce her heart” because this was God’s will.  

She accepts the role of Mother of us all (despite seeing Her 

Son killed for the salvation of the world) and She continues to 

help us in any way that will lead us to Her Son. 

And this is Our Lady’s role.  Her last words recorded across 

all the Gospels were at the Wedding Feast of Cana when she 

tells the servant “Do whatever He tells you.”  I think this is 

very significant.  Our Lady continues to be present at our 

Lord’s miracles, at his death and even with the Apostles at 

Pentecost.  However, no further words from her are recorded 

in the Gospel.  I am sure this is because the Holy Spirit has 

guided the Evangelists to understanding that our Lady’s role 

is to help us listen, love and obey God the Father and God 

the Son.  This is how we best show our love for our Lady – 

by growing closer to our Father in Heaven. 

There really is so much we can say about our Lady – her 

humility, her devotion, her purity.  Our Lady is “full of 

grace”.  Her soul “magnified the Lord”.  I don’t think any 

amount of words, pages or books can do Her any justice.  

She is the perfect “Eve”.  And again, only the perfect “Eve” 

can lead us to Heaven. 

I ask you as our Lady told us to “Do whatever He tells you.”  

Pray your Rosaries with devotion and implore our Lady to 

help us find and accept God’s will for us.  Pope Francis 

(October 12, 2013) stated: 

“We know one thing: nothing is impossible for God’s 

mercy! Even the most tangled knots are loosened by his 

grace. And Mary, whose “yes” opened the door for God to 

undo the knot of the ancient disobedience, is the Mother 

who patiently and lovingly brings us to God, so that he can 

untangle the knots of our soul by his fatherly mercy. We all 

have some of these knots … All the knots of our heart, every 

knot of our conscience, can be undone. Do I ask Mary to 

help me trust in God’s mercy, to undo those knots, to 

change? She, as a woman of faith, will surely tell you: “Get 

up, go to the Lord: he understands you”. And she leads us 

by the hand as a mother, our Mother, to the embrace of our 

Father, the Father of mercies.”           Fr Claude Rizk

Bishop’s Corner  

Year of Hope 
Feast of the Assumption  



    

   

   

 

 

Memorial Masses القداسات  نوايا  

Sunday 14th 

August 2022 

9am Late Estephan Zeaiter زعيتر اسطفان لمرحوم قداس ا  ٩: ٠٠  
١٤االحد   

٢٠٢٢اب   11am 
Late Dib Takchi and his parents 

Karim and Sarah Takchi 

ديب الطقشي   لمرحوم قداس ا
 ووالديه كريم وساره الطقشي

١١: ٠٠  

Monday 15th 

August 2022 
7pm 

Feast of the Assumption of Our 

Lady (no 9am Mass) 

 العذراء عيد االنتقال قداس 
لن يكون هناك قداس في  )

 التاسعة صباًحا(
٧: ٠٠  

٥١ االثنين  
٢٠٢٢اب   

Sunday 21st 

August 2022 
11am Late John Raymond Baynie 

   لمرحوم قداس ا
 جان رايمن البعيني 

١١: ٠٠  
١٢االحد   

٢٠٢٢اب   

Parish News and Upcoming Events 

 

Congratulations to the Newly Weds: George Fakhri and Candice Taouk 



 

 

Parish Financial Updates To receive our eNewsletter  

please email 

info@stgeorgemcc.org.au 
Parish Income (week ending 07/08/22) 

$4,230.70 

Parish Operations Account  

 $61,513.69 
Parish Loan Balance 

$576,941.83  

Subscribe to our Channel 

St George Maronite 

Catholic Church 

Donations to support our ongoing Parish mission 

can be made at the Parish Office or by internet banking or  

direct debit - (Account Name: St George Maronite Church,  

BSB #062-784, Account # 16948504) 

  
‘like’ us on Facebook 

Follow us on Instagram 
 

 

    

 

Children’s Corner 
Find the words below in the find-a-word. Words may appear forward, backward or diagonally.  

 

Business Community Corner 

For more information on advertising, please contact the Parish Office 9481 7388 or email info@stgeorgemcc.org.au 

mailto:info@stgeorgemcc.org.au
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgY0HhqZvsmWTrUht2gy-MQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgY0HhqZvsmWTrUht2gy-MQ
mailto:info@stgeorgemcc.org.au

