
 

     

St George Maronite Catholic Church, Thornleigh 

Our Parish 
Our Lives on Earth are Our Pathway to Heaven 

“But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written: 
‘Be holy, because I am holy.’” (1 Peter 1: 15-16) 

2nd Sunday after the Glorious Cross 
Sunday 25th September 2022                                                                        Year 2022, Issue #39 

The Gospel 
Matt 24: 1-14 

As Jesus came out of the temple and was going 
away, his disciples came to point out to him 
the buildings of the temple. Then he asked 
them, ‘You see all these, do you not? Truly I tell 
you, not one stone will be left here upon 
another; all will be thrown down.’ When he 
was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the 
disciples came to him privately, saying, ‘Tell 
us, when will this be, and what will be the sign 
of your coming and of the end of the age?’ 
Jesus answered them, ‘Beware that no one 
leads you astray. For many will come in my 
name, saying, "I am the Messiah!" and they 
will lead many astray. And you will hear of 
wars and rumours of wars; see that you are not 
alarmed; for this must take place, but the end 
is not yet. For nation will rise against nation, 
and kingdom against kingdom, and there will 
be famines and earthquakes in various places: 
all this is but the beginning of the birth pangs. 
‘Then they will hand you over to be tortured 
and will put you to death, and you will be 
hated by all nations because of my name. Then 
many will fall away, and they will betray one 
another and hate one another. And many false 
prophets will arise and lead many astray. And 
because of the increase of lawlessness, the 
love of many will grow cold. But anyone who 
endures to the end will be saved. And this good 
news of the kingdom will be proclaimed 
throughout the world, as a testimony to all the 
nations; and then the end will come. 
 

 

 

 

 

Season of the 
Glorious Cross 

 

 
 

Next Sunday 
3rd Sunday after the 

Glorious Cross 
Epistle 

Phil 3: 17-21, 4: 1 
Gospel 

Matt 24: 23-31 
 

 
 
 

 

إلنجيل ا  
٤۱-۱: ٤٢ متى  

َخَرَج َيُسوُع ِمَن الَهْيَكِل وَمَضى. َفَدَنا ِمنُه َتالِميُذُه 
الَهْيَكل. َاْبِنَيِة  ِإلى  َنَظَرُه  ِفُتوَن 

ْ
وَقاَل   ُيل َفَاَجاَب 

ْن  
َ
ُكم: ل

َ
ُه؟ َالَحقَّ َاُقوُل ل ُهم: »َاال َتْنُظروَن هَذا ُكلَّ

َ
ل

وفيَما ُهَو   ِإالَّ وُيْنَقض«.ُيْتَرَك ُهَنا َحَجٌر َعلى َحَجٍر  
الِميُذ على  يُتون، َدَنا ِمْنُه التَّ َجاِلٌس َعلى َجَبِل الزَّ
َنا َمَتى َيُكوُن هَذا، وَما ِهَي  

َ
ا ْنِفَراٍد َقاِئلين: » ُقْل ل

م؟«.
َ
الَعال وِنَهاَيِة  َمِجيِئَك  َيُسوُع  َعالَمُة  َفَاَجاَب 

كُ  ُيِضلَّ َاْن  »ِإْحَذُروا  ُهم: 
َ
ل َاَحد!وَقاَل  ِثيُروَن  م  فك َ

الَمِسيح!   ُهَو  »َاَنا  َقاِئلين:  ِبا ْسِمي  َسَيْاُتوَن 
ِثيِرين. الك َ وَن  ِبُحُروٍب   وُيِضلُّ َتْسَمُعوَن  وَسْوَف 

َاْن  ُبدَّ  فال  َتْرَتِعُبوا!  ال  ُاْنُظُروا،  ُحُروب،  وِبَاْخَباِر 
َهاَيُة َبْعد! ْيَسِت الن ِ

َ
ٌة َسَتُقوُم اُ  َيْحُدَث هَذا. ولِكْن ل مَّ

ة، وَمْمَلَكٌة َعلى َمْمَلَكة، وَتُكوُن َمَجاَعاٌت  َعلى ُامَّ
ى، ُل الَمَخاض. وَزالِزُل في َاَماِكَن َشتَّ ه َاوَّ  وهَذا ُكلُّ

وَيْقُتُلوَنُكم،   يق،  الض ِ ِإلى  ُيْسِلُموَنُكم  ِحيَنِئٍذ 
وِحيَنِئٍذ  وُيْبِغُضُكم َجِميُع ااُلَمِم ِمْن َاْجِل ا ْسِمي.

َبْعُضُهم    َيْرَتدُّ  وُيْسِلُم  اإِلْيَمان،  َعِن  ِثْيُروَن  الك َ
وَيُقوُم َاْنِبَياُء َكَذَبٌة  َبْعًضا، وُيْبِغُض َبْعُضُهم َبْعًضا. 
ِثيِرين. الك َ وَن  وُيِضلُّ ِثيُروَن  َتْفُتُر  ك َ ِم 

ْ
اإِلث ْثَرِة  وِلك َ

ِثْيرين. ُة الك َ َهاَيِة َيْخُلْص. َمَحبَّ  وَمْن َيْصِبْر ِإلى الن ِ
َها  وُيكْ  ِ

ُكل  الَمَلُكوِت هذا في الَمْسُكوَنِة  ِبِإْنجيِل  َرُز 
َهاَية.   َشَهاَدًة ِلَجِميِع ااُلَمم، وحيَنِئٍذ َتْاِتي الن ِ

 

 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Divine Liturgy and Services 
Sundays: 9:00am (Arabic), 11:00am (Arabic/English), 6:00pm (English) 

Mondays and Tuesdays: 9:00am       Wednesdays – Fridays: 6:00pm         Saturdays: 9:00am and 6:00pm 

Confessions: By Appointment        Sick Visits: Contact Clergy or the Parish Office (contact details below) 

 Parish and Ministry Team and Contact Details  
Acting Parish Priest: Mons Marcelino Youssef       Assistant Parish Priest: Fr Alain Fares    

Deacons: Nagi Dimian 0403 750 613, Robert-Pio Al Bayeh 0414 447 883 

Parish Secretary: TBA           Admin Assistant: Rose Zeaiter  

Office Hours: Tuesdays - Fridays 9:00am - 5.00pm; Saturdays 9:00am - 3:00pm     Phone: (02) 9481 7388       

Parish Safeguarding Officers: Margaret Simpson 0408 895 798, George Takchi 0419 651 229 

Parish Address: 2 Yarrara Road (Corner Wells Street), Thornleigh, NSW, 2120 

Website: www.stgeorgemcc.org.au      Email:  info@stgeorgemcc.org.au   

http://www.stgeorgemcc.org.au/
mailto:info@stgeorgemcc.org.au


 
Dear Brothers and Sisters,  

The Gospels of the Season of the Cross lead us to reflect on 

the end of times and the second coming of Christ in all His 

glory. The theology concerned with the conceptions of the 

last things: immortality of the soul, rebirth, resurrection, 

final destiny of the soul, and the end of time is called 

eschatology, derived from the Greek language.  

On this second Sunday after the Holy Cross, St Matthew 

tells us that shortly before the final acts of His passion and 

His crucifixion, Jesus had left the Temple in Jerusalem, and 

His disciples came up, and pointed to the massive temple 

buildings that completely covered the mountain-top.  

Looking at the Temple, Jesus said to the apostles that not 

one stone shall be left upon another. The Lord’s words 

would have been startling to the apostles. Barely able to 

believe what they had been told, the apostles came to 

question Him about the time of the destruction. 

The Lord then warned them not to be fooled by false 

messiahs. He went on to say that there would be whispers 

and rumours of war, but that they should not allow 

themselves to be troubled. He added: “for all these things 

must come to pass, but the end is not yet.” Our Lord gave 

a chilling warning about the end of times, that “the love of 

many will grow cold.”  

We must therefore be vigilant and remember the signs, and 

be careful to watch our own hearts in order to keep our love 

warm, lest we become part of the decline. 

Importantly, and rather than becoming anxious about 

these times, what is important is our commitment to the 

faith, how we live the hope and how we practice charity. 

We should be seeking the kingdom of God first and – as we 

know - the rest will be given to us.  

We should not become discouraged: the Gospel of Christ 

will be heard all throughout the world, and those who 

persevere in the faith will attain salvation. And the means 

of arriving at the harbour of salvation is, by first, guarding 

that our love never becomes cold, and second, never 

heeding false prophets. 

This is a critical lesson for us to learn from this Gospel: 

should we become despondent when we experience 

hardships, difficulties, and anxieties? On the contrary, we 

must first of all establish ourselves in Christ? That is, we 

should begin each and every day, by making the sign of the 

Cross and offering morning prayer, and dedicating the day 

and our efforts to God. That is, we never allow ourselves to 

become spiritually cold, or give in to weakness, especially 

in times of challenge. It is in 

these times that we should 

repeat Psalm 23: “The Lord is 

my Shepherd…” He is the rock of 

our faith and salvation. Let us 

see what is happening in our 

lives, and deal with it as best we 

can, trusting the fruit of our 

actions to God. Let us cling to the 

Cross and glory in it.  

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay 

Reflection of the Week 

“To Build or Tear Down” 
A world of chaos greets us in this Sunday’s Gospel. Every 

person, generation after generation, will experience a 

world of suffering. Jesus himself witnessed physically and 

mentally, the brutality of humans. 

The Gospel passage commences with the disciples 

pointing out the buildings of the Temple. Human made 

structures. We have the capacity to build, to create, and to 

design. We have much potential. However, as Jesus 

responds to the disciples, ‘all will be thrown down’ (v2). It 

recalls to mind Ecclesiastes 3:3, ‘a time to break down, and 

a time to build up.’ 

Jesus knew human’s capacity to be life giving but also life 

destroying. The Gospel passage mentions those who ‘will 

lead many astray’ (v5), wars, famines, earthquakes, 

torture, betrayal, lawlessness. And don’t we know it! Living 

life today takes a great deal of navigation. There are so 

many temptations, threats, protests, violence, hatred, and 

political agendas, that life is quite a struggle. 

Yet Jesus continues, noting that despite the doom and 

gloom, humans have the capacity to ‘endure’ and to trust 

in the ‘good news of the kingdom’ (v14). So, the choice is 

ours. Do we build up our world or do we invoke chaos in 

this world? Amen                             Sr Margaret Ghosn mshf 

Church Renovation Update 
Last week our Church underwent some renovations and 

repairs. Plumbing was done in the car park and we thank 

Dylsal Plumbing for donating their time and work.  

Our Hall also underwent some renovation and repairs with 

the ceiling and new painting done. We thank Northpoint 

Constructions for donating the materials, time and labour. 

We also thank the following men who volunteered and 

assisted: 

Richard Zeaiter, Charbel Zeaiter, Sid Hassarati, Johnny 

Hassarati, Mason Maatouk, Joe Antoun, Wally Gabrael, 

Jimmy Khamis, Ben Khamis, Chris Massoud, Frankie 

Massoud, Michael Saliba, Buddy Saliba, Jason Hajje, 

George Moussa, Isaac Gorial, and Joe (Peter) Baynie. 

 
 

        

Bishop’s Corner  

Year of Hope 
2nd Sunday after the Cross 



   

   

   

   

Parish News and Upcoming Events 

 



 

 
 

Parish Financial Updates To receive our eNewsletter  

please email 

info@stgeorgemcc.org.au 
Parish Income (week ending 18/09/2022 

TBA 

Parish Operations Account  

 $8,483.63 
Parish Loan Balance 

$564,662.83  

Subscribe to our Channel 

St George Maronite 

Catholic Church 

Donations to support our ongoing Parish mission 

can be made at the Parish Office or by internet banking or  

direct debit - (Account Name: St George Maronite Church,  

BSB #062-784, Account # 16948504) 

  
‘like’ us on Facebook 

Follow us on Instagram 
 

 

   

  

  

Memorial Masses القداسات  نوايا  

Saturday 24th 

Sept 2022 
6pm 

Mass for Hasroun Charitable 

Association  

 جمعية  الجل قداس 
 ة حصرون الخيري

٦:٠٠ 
٢٤ السبت   
٢٠٢٢ايلول   

Sunday 25th 

Sept 2022 
11am Late Emile Andary  ١:٠٠١ قداس المرحوم اميل عنداري  

٢٥االحد   
٢٠٢٢ايلول   

Sunday 2nd 

Oct 2022 
11am 

Late Youssef Hanna 

Mouayet 

قداس المرحوم يوسف حنا  
 معيط 

١:٠٠١  
٢االحد   

٢٠٢٢ ١ت   

Congratulations to the Newly Baptised: Christian Raymond Moussa and Elias John Boga 

Business Community Corner 

For more information on 

advertising, please contact the 

Parish Office 9481 7388 or email 

info@stgeorgemcc.org.au 

mailto:info@stgeorgemcc.org.au
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgY0HhqZvsmWTrUht2gy-MQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgY0HhqZvsmWTrUht2gy-MQ
mailto:info@stgeorgemcc.org.au

