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The Gospel 
Luke 1: 1-25 

In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to 

the priestly order of Abijah. His wife was a descendant of Aaron, and her name was 

Elizabeth. Both of them were righteous before God, living blamelessly according to all the 

commandments and regulations of the Lord. But they had no children, because Elizabeth 

was barren, and both were getting on in years. Once when he was serving as priest before 

God and his section was on duty, he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the 

priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of the Lord and offer incense. Now at the time of the 

incense-offering, the whole assembly of the people was praying outside. Then there 

appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. 

When Zechariah saw him, he was terrified; and fear overwhelmed him. But the angel said 

to him, ‘Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth 

will bear you a son, and you will name him John. You will have joy and gladness, and many 

will rejoice at his birth, for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He must never drink 

wine or strong drink; even before his birth he will be filled with the Holy Spirit. He will turn 

many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. With the spirit and power of Elijah he 

will go before him, to turn the hearts of parents to their children, and the disobedient to 

the wisdom of the righteous, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.’ Zechariah 

said to the angel, ‘How will I know that this is so? For I am an old man, and my wife is 

getting on in years.’ The angel replied, ‘I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I 

have been sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. But now, because you did 

not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time, you will become mute, unable to 

speak, until the day these things occur.’ Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah, 

and wondered at his delay in the sanctuary. When he did come out, he could not speak to 

them, and they realized that he had seen a vision in the sanctuary. He kept motioning to 

them and remained unable to speak. When his time of service was ended, he went to his 

home. After those days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she remained in 

seclusion. She said, ‘This is what the Lord has done for me when he looked favourably on 

me and took away the disgrace I have endured among my people.’ 
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Divine Liturgy and Services 

Sundays: 9:00am (Arabic), 11:00am (Arabic/English), 6:00pm (English) 

Mondays and Tuesdays: 9:00am       Wednesdays – Fridays: 6:00pm         Saturdays: 9:00am and 6:00pm 

Confessions: By Appointment        Sick Visits: Contact Clergy or the Parish Office (contact details below) 

 Parish and Ministry Team and Contact Details  
Acting Parish Priest: Mons Marcelino Youssef 0404 272 272 

Assistant Parish Priest: Fr Alain Fares 0433 507 389   Deacon: Nagi Dimian 0403 750 613 

Parish Secretary: TBA        Admin Assistant: Rose Zeaiter        Phone: (02) 9481 7388 or 0422 275 199       

Office Hours: Tuesdays - Fridays 9:00am - 5.00pm; Saturdays 9:00am - 3:00pm      

Parish Safeguarding Officers: Margaret Simpson 0408 895 798, George Takchi 0419 651 229 

Parish Address: 2 Yarrara Road (Corner Wells Street), Thornleigh, NSW, 2120 

Website: www.stgeorgemcc.org.au      Email:  info@stgeorgemcc.org.au   

http://www.stgeorgemcc.org.au/
mailto:info@stgeorgemcc.org.au


 
Dear Brothers and Sisters,  

This Sunday, the Announcement to Zechariah, begins our 

journey in this Season of the Glorious Birth of Our Lord 

leading us to the wonderful feast of Christmas. The 

Evangelist Luke writes about this miraculous event in a 

distinctive way, linking it to the temple and worship, that 

is, to the Old Testament and the promise of God to 

Abraham, to multiply his descendants as the stars in the 

sky. 

The story of Zechariah and Elizabeth is reminiscent of 

Abraham and Sarah’s in the book of Genesis (Gn 12:21). 

Zechariah and Elizabeth are righteous before God and 

faithful to His commandments. The Evangelist describes 

them as irreproachable. Yet, they have no children. This 

was a source of great suffering for this pious couple, made 

worse by the misconceptions around women who could not 

bear children in that period of time.  

The Angel of the Lord manifests himself to Zechariah, a 

priest of the Temple in Jerusalem as he did for Isaiah while 

he worshipped at the Temple (Is 6). These similarities 

indicate to us that the announcement of the Angel of the 

Lord will concern the Covenant of God and this is confirmed 

by the Angel's message. 

An impossible birth is made possible by the action of God, 

the Creator and Master of life. The child is destined to be 

holy and to play a role in the salvation of the people of 

Israel. In the Bible, a miraculous birth is not just a gift for 

the parents, it is always intended for the future of the 

people. The child will therefore have a mission and is 

promised great destiny.  

Yet, at this miraculous announcement, the faith of 

Zechariah, an irreproachable priest of the Temple, having 

knowledge of the Scriptures and of the rites, is marked by 

serious doubt. Zechariah was left unable to speak until the 

birth; for he had doubted the word of God.  

Zechariah’s silence is not necessarily a punishment but also 

proof of the action of God manifested in the silence of the 

father. And in fact, the people outside the temple 

recognised this sign in his silence: “When he did come out, 

he could not speak to them, and they realised that he had 

seen a vision in the sanctuary.” (Lk 1:22)  

If we are to contemplate the importance of silence in 

understanding the wonders of God then we are able to bear 

witness to them. God's plan for humanity from Abraham 

until John, the last of the prophets, is complete. God's 

promise to Abraham is fulfilled by the coming of John, the 

voice crying in the wilderness to prepare the way of the 

Lord and make straight His paths. 

The birth of John is not the fulfilment of the desire of his 

family: they wanted a young man to support them in their 

old age, but he was a crying voice in the wilderness. The 

birth of John was the fulfilment of God's plan of salvation.  

Every birth plays a role in this plan. Are we aware of our 

place in the history of salvation and fulfilling our role to 

prepare the way of the Lord?     + Antoine-Charbel Tarabay  

God gives us good things but are we ready to accept them? 

As we enter the Season of the Birth of Our Lord, we will be 

greeted each Sunday with messages of hope and joy. How 

we respond matters. 

Zechariah was promised a child in old age, but he doubted 

this was an answer to his prayers. Perhaps the problem 

was he no longer hoped for a child. God took too long to 

answer. Or maybe Zechariah, and us, sometimes lose our 

passion and desires, we forget what really matters to us, 

because over time we have directed our attention 

elsewhere and smothered our dreams. 

God remains faithful to us even when we are no longer true 

to ourselves. God persisted and insisted that Zechariah 

was to be the father of a child to be born. Zechariah 

greeted the news with fear, but God would not allow fear 

to blind Zechariah to what he should see and face. 

The Gospel passage as we delve into the Season of the Birth 

of Our Lord, teaches us that the desire burning in our hearts, 

our deepest yearnings, will be answered. Our role is to keep 

the flame burning, to continue to live with passion, to hold 

onto hope, and to dream what seems impossible.  

God reminds Zechariah not to play small, but to think big, 

trust in God and be assured that if we pursue our deepest 

desires faithfully, we will receive joy and fulfillment in our 

lives. So never give up! Amen          Sr Margaret Ghosn mshf 

 

 للنفوسكلمة الحياة غذاٌء 
في هذا اإلنجيل نِجد َزَكريّا الكاهن، الّذي كاَن ساِلًكا في َشريعة الّرب، والّذي  
ب ِعنَدَما يَدُخل إلى   لم يَُكن لَهُ َولَد. هذا الكاهن، َماذا يُمِكن أن يطلب من الرَّ
قُدِس الَهيَكل؟ لم يَُكن له ِسَوى َطلَب واحد: يا َرّب! أُريُد ِطفالً من ُصلبي!  

َرها َزَكِريّا آالف الَمّرات... لقد أصبََح في ِسّن الّشيخوَخة، َوما  هذه   الّطلبَة َكرَّ
غم من هذا التّكرار...   زاَل يَُكّرر هذه الّطلبة... َوَصَل إلى حالَِة اليَأس بالرُّ
لحظة ال   وفي  يائسة...  َوَصرَخة  جافّة  عادة  الّطلبة  هذه  تَكرار  أصبََح  لَقَد 

يَتََوقّع أن تُصيبه القُرَعة ِليَدُخل إلى قُدس األقداس، وفي هذه  يَخالَُها، لم يَُكن  
ّر ِطلبَتَهُ، َويَأتيه الَمالك ِليَقوَل لَهُ   اللحظة التي كانت بالنّسبة له "ُصدفَة"، َكرَّ

لبَة اليائسة أُستُجيبَت! ماذا كاَن جواب َزَكِريَّا؟   بِأنَّ هذه الّطِ

 !لت أنا وزوجتي في سّن الّشيخوخة؟اآلن أُستُجيبَت ِطلبَتِي؟! عندما دخ

لبَة؟  !ُكنُت قَد يَئست! ِلَماذا إنتظر هللا يأسي ِليُبِلغَني إستِجابَة الّطِ

 !كيف سيكون ذلك وزوجتي أصبحت طاِعنَة في الّسن؟ 

لقد َبَدأ زكرّيا يبحث بمنطقه الخاص َعن ُظروف هذه اإلسِتجاَبة... لقد نَِسَي  
إبراهيم قد أنجب ولده من سارة في سن الّشيخوخة، وتََعلََّق   أنَّه إبُن الَوعد، َوِبأنَّ 

بالَمنِطق البََشِرّي اّلذي أنتََج الشَّريَعة، َوَبَدأ َيعتَِرض! ِلذِلَك، َجَعَلهُ الَمالُك أبَكًما، 
بالخالص  ونسله  إبراهيم  َوَعَد  اّلذي  لنعمة هللا  َقلَبهُ  َوَيفتََح  ِلَساَنهُ   ...ِلَيصُمت 

كثيًرا ومحبّتَهُ،   ونحن،  الّرب  أمانة  فننكر  يَتََكلَّم،  البََشرّي  منطقنا  نجعل  ما 
َوفُقدان   اليَأس  إلى  َرة  الُمتََكّرِ بِِطلباتِنَا  نِصل  قد  الخاص.  َمنِطقنا  َونَُمّجد 
جاء... ولِكن ِعنَدَما نَتَذَكَّر بِأنَّ إلهنا الُمِحّب أميٌن ِلَوعِدِه َوصاِدق، نَفَهم أنَّ   الرَّ

ة ِهَي حلقة لن تتصل بسلسلة الخالص إال في الوقت الُمناسب الّذي  اإلستِجابَ 
لقد   َزَكِريَّا ُصدفَة!  التي أصابَت  القُرَعة  تَُكن  لم  لذلك،  ِسَوى هللا.  يَعِرفُهُ  ال 
جلبه هللا إلى قُدِس أقداِسِه بِهذه الطَّريقَة ِليَقوَل لَهُ بِأنَّهُ كان يَسَمع أنينَهُ ُكّل هذه  

نين ألنَّ  لَْيَس ِسَوى َعَمل هللا، الّسِ ُصدفَة  نَراهُ  أيًضا: ما  َحياتِنَا  يُِحبُّه! وفي  هُ 
  ....ِليَأتي بِنَا إلى َهيَكِلِه، َويُخبُِرنَا َكم أََحبَّنَا َوَكم َسِمَع ُصراَخنَا إلَيه

Year of Hope 

 



   

   

   

 
Deacon Nagi will be on leave from Monday 21st November 2022 until 8th January 2023. 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to the newly Baptised: Celina Youssef and John El-Baini 

For more information on advertising, please contact 

the Parish Office 9481 7388 or email 

info@stgeorgemcc.org.au 
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