
 

     

St George Maronite Catholic Church, 
Thornleigh 

Our Parish 
Sunday of the Consecration and 

Renewal of the Church 
Sunday 6th November 2022                                                                      Year 2022, Issue #45 

The Gospel 
Matt 16: 13-20 

When Jesus came into the district of 

Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 

disciples, ‘Who do people say that the 

Son of Man is?’ And they said, ‘Some 

say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, 

and still others Jeremiah or one of the 

prophets.’ He said to them, ‘But who do 

you say that I am?’ Simon Peter 

answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the 

Son of the living God.’ And Jesus 

answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon 

son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has 

not revealed this to you, but my Father 

in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, 

and on this rock I will build my church, 

and the gates of Hades will not prevail 

against it. I will give you the keys of the 

kingdom of heaven, and whatever you 

bind on earth will be bound in heaven, 

and whatever you loose on earth will be 

loosed in heaven.’ Then he sternly 

ordered the disciples not to tell anyone 

that he was the Messiah. 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Season of the  
Birth of Our Lord 

 

 
 

Next Sunday 
Announcement to 

Zechariah  
Epistle 

Rom 4: 13-25 
Gospel 

Luke 1: 1-25 
 

 

إلنجيل ا  
٢٠- ١٣: ٦١ متى  

َفَسَاَل   َس  ِفْيِلبُّ ِة  َقْيَصِريَّ َنواِحي  ِإلى  َيُسوُع  َجاَء 
ا ْبُن   َاَنا  ي  ِإِنِّ اُس  النَّ َيُقوُل  »َمْن  َقاِئاًل:  َتالِمْيَذُه 

ا   اإِلْنَسان؟«. ُيوَحنَّ ون: 
ُ
َيُقول »َبْعُضُهم  وا: 

ُ
فَقال

َاو   ِإْرِمَيا  وَغْيُرُهم:  ا؛  ِإْيليَّ َخُرون: 
وا  الَمْعَمَدان؛ 
اأَلْنِبَياء«.  وَن    َاَحُد 

ُ
َتُقول َمْن  »وَاْنُتم  ُهم: 

َ
ل َقاَل 

ي َاَنا؟«. ُرُس وَقال: َاْنَت   ِإنِِّ
ْ
َفَاَجاَب ِسْمَعاُن ُبط
.»! الَحيِّ هللِا  ا ْبُن  الَمِسيُح  َيُسوُع   ُهَو  فَاَجاَب 

ُه أل   َك َيا ِسْمَعاُن بَن ُيوَنا! أَلنَّ
َ
ُه: »ُطوَبى ل

َ
وَقاَل ل

ْحَم وأل َدَم  
َ
ذي في  ل

َّ
َك ذِلَك، َبْل َابي ال

َ
َهَر ل

ْ
َاظ

َماَوات. ُهَو    السَّ َاْنَت  َك: 
َ
ل َاُقوُل  َاْيًضا  وَاَنا 

ْخَرِة   الصَّ هِذِه  وعلى  ْخَرة،  الصَّ َاِي  ُرُس، 
ْ
ُبط

َتْقوى   ْن 
َ
ل الَجِحْيِم  وَاْبَواُب  ِبْيَعِتي،  َسَاْبِني 

َماَوا  َعَلْيها.  َمَلُكوِت السَّ َمَفاتيَح  ت، َسُاْعِطيَك 
َمْرُبوًطا في   َيُكوُن  اأَلْرِض  َترُبُطُه على  َما  َفُكلُّ 
ُه على اأَلْرِض َيُكوُن َمْحُلوأًل   َماَوات، وَما َتُحلُّ السَّ

َماَوات«. السَّ َاألَّ   في  َتالِمْيَذُه  َاْوَصى  حيَنِئٍذ 
ُه ُهَو الَمِسيح.  وا أَلَحٍد ِإنَّ

ُ
 َيُقول
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   

 
 
 
 

Divine Liturgy and Services 
Sundays: 9:00am (Arabic), 11:00am (Arabic/English), 6:00pm (English) 

Mondays and Tuesdays: 9:00am       Wednesdays – Fridays: 6:00pm         Saturdays: 9:00am and 6:00pm 

Confessions: By Appointment        Sick Visits: Contact Clergy or the Parish Office (contact details below) 

 Parish and Ministry Team and Contact Details  
Acting Parish Priest: Mons Marcelino Youssef 0404 272 272 

Assistant Parish Priest: Fr Alain Fares 0433 507 389   Deacon: Nagi Dimian 0403 750 613 

Parish Secretary: TBA        Admin Assistant: Rose Zeaiter        Phone: (02) 9481 7388 or 0422 275 199       

Office Hours: Tuesdays - Fridays 9:00am - 5.00pm; Saturdays 9:00am - 3:00pm      

Parish Safeguarding Officers: Margaret Simpson 0408 895 798, George Takchi 0419 651 229 

Parish Address: 2 Yarrara Road (Corner Wells Street), Thornleigh, NSW, 2120 

Website: www.stgeorgemcc.org.au      Email:  info@stgeorgemcc.org.au   

http://www.stgeorgemcc.org.au/
mailto:info@stgeorgemcc.org.au


 
Dear Brothers and Sisters,  

In the life of the Church and the faithful, our liturgy 

occupies a central place and plays a cardinal role in the 

march towards the Heavenly Kingdom of God the Father. 

It is one of the most constitutive elements of the Church, 

and is centred on the Paschal Event: the death and 

Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ. 

This Sunday, the Maronite Church begins a new liturgical 

year – the Season of the Glorious Birth of Our Lord - with 

the Sunday of the Consecration and Renewal of the Church.  

The Church's year does not begin with New Year's Day but 

rather, at the head of the sacred year is the sanctifying of 

the Church, the house of God, and the meeting place of His 

people. That is, the sacred year cuts across the secular 

year, and starts with purification, consecration and 

renewal – the activities of eternity - emphasising the 

sacred, as opposed to ordinary worldly celebrations.  

We must continue to shift our mindset to reflect this in our 

daily lives; when we celebrate a feast of the Church, such 

as the Ascension, we are not just commemorating it. In 

eternity, each Ascension is also the first Ascension. 

Our liturgical calendar, based upon and formed by the 

liturgical tradition in the Spirit of its Father St. Maroun, is 

much more than a sequence of spiritual seasons and feast 

days. It helps us live and mirror the salvific events, through 

a sequence of liturgical seasons in order to help the people 

of God relive, every year and all the days of their life, the 

meaning of their faith in Jesus Christ our Lord and the 

significance of their belonging to the Holy Catholic and 

Universal Church.  

The Maronite liturgical calendar, its structure and aim, are 

centred on Our Lord Jesus Christ and the act of Salvation, 

thus revealing the mystery of salvation for the people of 

God, leading the members of the Mystical Body of Jesus 

Christ to live and to better understand that the "kingdom 

of God is very close". 

It is a real guidance to the people of God and genuine 

inspiration in celebrating the sacramental mysteries in the 

Church.                                          + Antoine-Charbel Tarabay 

 

This Sunday we commence the new liturgical season, and 

the focus is on the consecration and renewal of the Church. 

Over the coming year we will move through the following 

Seasons: Birth of our Lord, Epiphany (Baptism of Jesus), 

Lent and Passion week, Resurrection, Pentecost and the 

Season of the Glorious Cross. For now, our focus is on the 

Church. 

‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God’ (v16). One 

of the most famous declarations in the Gospels, Simon 

Peter can identify Jesus for who he is and that is the reason 

and purpose of the Church. 

The Church is meant to be the place where one identifies 

with Jesus. The place one discovers who Jesus is and the 

place where coming to know who Jesus is, becomes a 

continual quest. The Church offers a personal relationship 

with Christ. An invitation to answer the question, ‘Who do 

you say that I am?’ 

It is not an easy question to answer. Knowing and naming 

the other requires effort, intimacy, observation, listening 

and spending time with the other. To say honestly who the 

other is, means we need to want and desire to know the 

other. That means ignoring the gossip and tales, and 

getting into the skin of the other, walking in their shoes. 

The Church is meant therefore to be a people who desire 

to know Jesus and make that the goal and effort of their 

life.  

As we enter the new liturgical Season in our Maronite 

Church, perhaps now is the opportunity to make our goal 

for this year, a quest to know Jesus more intimately so we 

too can declare him the Messiah, the Son of the living God. 

Amen.                                               Sr Margaret Ghosn mshf 

 كلمة الحياة غذاٌء للنفوس
الكنيسة التي خلقها هللا واّسسها المسيح وأحياها الروح القدس الحاّل فيها، هي  

الذين اختارهم يسوع ” بدافع الروح القدس“   موكولة الى ايدي البشر: الى الرسل  
والذين من بعدهم لينالوا موهبة التدبير وقد اّسسها يسوع على الصخر. سؤال  
؟ من أنا؟ فنسمع بطرس: انت المسيح ابن هللا. هذا   المسيح: وانتم ما تقولون فيَّ
هو إيمان الكنيسة االول، يعترف بيسوع مسيحاً وإبنا هلل الحي. ونسمع يسوع  
انت الصخرة التي سأبني عليها كنيستي. إن كانت الكنيسة مقّدسة في رأسها فهي  
كذلك في مفاصلها واوصالها وأعضائها الذين قّدسهم ماء المعمودية. السؤال  
المطروح اليوم هل نعمل على تقديس ذواتنا وما هي الوسائل التي نتّبعها:عيش  

بها؟  نقوم  التي  المحبة  وأعمال  الصالة  للكنيسة    األسرار،  كأبناء  جميعاً  ألننا 
وأعضاء لجسد المسيح السري مدعّوين الى القداسة، مدعوين لنُنَحت ونُرَصف  
حجارة حية في بناء الرب، متمّسكين بايماننا ورجائنا ومحبتنا، فيعلو بناء الرب  

  وتتقدس كنيسته بأبنائها وبالمسيح الذي يقّدسها. 

 

Year of Hope 

 



   

   

   



  

 

 

 

 

 

Memorial Masses القداسات  نوايا  

Sunday 6th 

Nov 2022 
4:30pm 

Mass for the Late  

Youssef Tannous El-Baini  

(passed away in Lebanon 

س  نو ط  فسوي قداس المرحوم 
 نان( ب لفي في وتم ني )عيبال

٤: ٠٣  
٦ حد اال  

٢٠٢٢ ٢ت   

For more information on advertising, please contact 

the Parish Office 9481 7388 or email 

info@stgeorgemcc.org.au 

mailto:info@stgeorgemcc.org.au
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgY0HhqZvsmWTrUht2gy-MQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgY0HhqZvsmWTrUht2gy-MQ
mailto:info@stgeorgemcc.org.au

