
 

     

    

St George Maronite Catholic Church, 
Thornleigh 

Our Parish 
1st Sunday after Epiphany  

Sunday 8th January 2023                                                                             Year 2023, Issue #2 

The Gospel 
John 1: 29-34 

The next day he saw Jesus coming 

towards him and declared, ‘Here is the 

Lamb of God who takes away the sin 

of the world! This is he of whom I said, 

"After me comes a man who ranks 

ahead of me because he was before 

me." I myself did not know him; but I 

came baptizing with water for this 

reason, that he might be revealed to 

Israel.’ And John testified, ‘I saw the 

Spirit descending from heaven like a 

dove, and it remained on him. I myself 

did not know him, but the one who 

sent me to baptize with water said to 

me, "He on whom you see the Spirit 

descend and remain is the one who 

baptizes with the Holy Spirit." And I 

myself have seen and have testified 

that this is the Son of God.’ 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Season of the 
Epiphany 

 

 
 

Next Sunday 

2nd Sunday after the 
Epiphany  

Old Testament 
Reading 

Jer 1: 4-10 

Epistle 
2 Cor 4: 5-15 

Gospel 
John 1: 35-42 

 

 
 
 
 

 

إلنجيل ا  
٣٤-٢٩: ١يو   

رَاى   المعمدان(  شهادة  )بعد  الَغِد  في 

ُهَو  »َها  َفَقال:  ْيِه 
َ
ِإل ُمْقِباًل  َيُسوَع  ا  ُيوَحنَّ

ذي  
َّ
م.َحَمُل هللِا ال

َ
هَذا  َيْرَفُع َخِطيَئَة الَعال

َيْاِتي وَراِئي َرُجٌل َقْد   ُت ِفيه: 
ْ
ذي ُقل

َّ
ُهَو ال

َقْبلي. َكاَن  ُه  أَلنَّ اِمي،  ُقدَّ َما   َصاَر  وَاَنا 

لَماء ِ 
 
ِبا ُد  ِ ُاَعم  ِجْئُت  ي  لِكن ِ َاْعِرُفُه،  ُكْنُت 

إِلْسَراِئيل«. ُهَو  َهَر 
ْ
َيظ ا   ِلَكي  ُيوَحنَّ وَشِهَد 

ِمَن َقاِئاًل:   َكَحَماَمٍة  َنازأًِل  وَح  الرُّ »َرَاْيُت 

َعَلْيه. ا ْسَتَقرَّ  ُثمَّ  َماء،  ُكْنُت   السَّ َما  وَاَنا 

لَماِء  
 
ِبا ُد  ِ ُاَعم  َاْرَسَلِني  ذي 

َّ
ال لِكنَّ  َاْعِرُفُه، 

وَح َيْنِزُل وَيْسَتِقرُّ   ُهَو َقاَل لي: َمْن َتَرى الرُّ

وِح  لرُّ
 
ِبا ُد  ِ ُيَعم  ذي 

َّ
ال ُهَو   الُقُدس.  َعَلْيه، 

 وَاَنا َرَاْيُت وَشِهْدُت َانَّ هَذا ُهَو ا ْبُن ا هلل«.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   

Divine Liturgy and Services 
Sundays: 9:00am (Arabic), 11:00am (Arabic/English), 6:00pm (English) 

Mondays and Tuesdays: 9:00am          Wednesdays – Saturdays: 6:00pm 

Confessions: By Appointment        Sick Visits: Contact Clergy or the Parish Office (contact details below) 

 Parish and Ministry Team and Contact Details  
Parish Priest: Mons Marcelino Youssef 0404 272 272 

Assistant Parish Priest: Fr Bechara Trad 0403 725 134           Deacon: Nagi Dimian 0403 750 613 

Parish Secretary: TBA        Admin Assistant: Rose Zeaiter        Phone: (02) 9481 7388 or 0422 275 199       

Office Hours: Tuesdays - Fridays 9:00am - 5.00pm; Saturdays 9:00am - 3:00pm      

Parish Safeguarding Officers: Margaret Simpson 0408 895 798, George Takchi 0419 651 229 

Parish Address: 2 Yarrara Road (Corner Wells Street), Thornleigh, NSW, 2120 

Website: www.stgeorgemcc.org.au      Email:  info@stgeorgemcc.org.au   

http://www.stgeorgemcc.org.au/
mailto:info@stgeorgemcc.org.au


 
Dear Brothers and Sisters,  

This Sunday, the First Sunday after Epiphany, we read about 

the announcement of Christ’s Mystery, or the revelation of 

God the Son to John the Baptist in John 1: 29-34. 

Now imagine for a moment John the Baptist looking up and 

pointing to the approaching Jesus as we read, “Here is the 

Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the World....I 

myself did not know Him, but the One who sent me to 

baptise with water told me, ‘The man on whom you 

see the Spirit descend and rest is He who will baptise 

with the Holy Spirit.’ I have seen and testified that this is 

the Son of God.” 

John had been in the desert and out of the spotlight, 

preparing for something special up until the day of his 

manifestation. But God gave John a sure sign and he was 

a reliable witness regarding Jesus, because he had 

confirming evidence from God. 

John testified to the Truth: God is on his way; He is coming 

to us. And while some people at the time believed that John 

may have been the one they had been waiting for, here he 

addresses this once and for all.  

Through this Gospel we also understand that if the cleansing 

with water was associated with John’s ministry, the bestowal 

of the Spirit was reserved for the One who is greater. 

He will baptise with the Holy Spirit! The Baptism of John is 

not sacramental, it is for the repentance and it was before 

the death and resurrection of Jesus. Our baptism is 

sacramental as it is born from the mystery of salvation, 

and we receive the grace of the Holy Spirit.  

This week we celebrated the Feast of the Glorious 

Epiphany of the Lord where we recognise that through His 

baptism, Jesus initiates a new life of grace for us all, and 

through His eventual sacrifice on the Cross, He came to 

make us sons and daughters of God the Father and invites 

us into this new life.  

Through our own baptism, we are made sons and 

daughters of the Lord and we are called to live in union 

with Christ, through the Holy Spirit. This is the gift that is 

given to us at Baptism and if fully accepted and lived will 

certainly transform our lives. 

So at the beginning of this New Year, let us commit to 

being alert to knowing Jesus, open to inspiration by the 

Holy Spirit and ready to do what God is asking of us. 

Repercussions from our faithfulness will be very great I can 

assure you. 

This week we also farewelled the Late Pope Emeritus 

Benedict XVI, who was a great example of this faithfulness 

to us. The essence of his spiritual testament which was 

released earlier in the week calls us with these words, 

"Stand firm in the faith! Do not let yourselves be 

confused!".  

Let us continue praying for the late pope, whom Pope 

Francis described as 'a fearless preacher'. Like John the 

Baptist, he did not give into compromise when it came to 

his love for Christ, for his Word, for his Truth. 

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay  

 

We have entered the Season of the Epiphany, the time of 

Baptism of Jesus, marking the beginning of his public 

ministry. This baptism, of which we all partake, is a gift of 

the Holy Spirit of God. 

In our short Gospel passage the Spirit is mentioned three 

times: 

• I saw the Spirit descending from heaven (v32) 

• He on whom you see the Spirit descend (v33) 

• The one who baptises with the Holy Spirit (v33) 

Jesus carries the Spirit, the very holy Spirit of God. We at 

baptism receive that very same Spirit. We are clothed in 

holiness, drenched with Spirit, emerge as children of God, 

sharing that very spirit.   

What is it about being baptised as a Christian that is so 

important? It is the understanding that we are of God, 

graced with God’s Spirit, immersed in love, welcomed as 

heirs of God, sent forth with good news to proclaim. People 

of the Spirit – deep, mystical, awakened, blessed, in union, 

revitalised and very much alive. 

Like Jesus, we are baptised into God’s life. We know God, 

want God, love God. We are God’s children, embracing life 

and holiness, being with others, enjoying and creating, 

giving and praising. Life in the Holy Spirit for us, is a life 

lived fully, appreciative of all that is, and empowering 

others with God’s love. Amen          Sr Margaret Ghosn mshf 

 كلمة الحياة غذاٌء للنفوس
في إنجيل اليوم، يتحدّث يوحنا المعمدان مع إسرائيل الجديد، أي جميع الّذين 

العهد الجديد الكامل  سيؤمنون بيسوع المسيح ربًّا وُمخلًِّّصا، ليدخل بهم إلى  

واألبدي. ويؤّكد لهم أن المسيح يأتي، ال في صورة ملوكية مجيدة كما يظن  

 .اليهود، بل كإنساٍن متألٍم، مجده الحّب الّذي سيحمل خطايا العالم

نرى هنا أنّه، برغم أن يوحنا المعمدان كان مبّشًرا معروفًا ومشهوًرا جذب 

روًرا أن يأخذ يسوع المكانة األسمى، فلم إليه جموًعا كثيرة، إاّل أنه كان مس

 .يحتفظ بشيء من المجد لذاته بل أعطاه بالكامل لَمن هو له

لقد كانت مهمة يوحنا المعمدان هي توجيه الشعب إلى يسوع المسيح الّذين 

إليه يتطلعون  األمان   .كانوا  يعطيهم  َمن  إلى  الناس  من  كثير  يتطلع  اليوم 

 .والسالم في عالم غير آمن

مهمتنا أن نساعد الجميع ليتوجهوا إلى المسيح، ليعرفوا أنه هو فقط َمن يجب  

أن يبحثوا عنه، وأنه فيه فقط سيجدون جميع الكنوز التي يحتاجونها، وأنه هو  

 .وحده َمن يستطيع أن يمنحهم السالم واألمان الحقيقيّين

وخاّصةً    في هذا اإلطار، علينا أن نشهد للمسيح كما شهد له يوحنا المعمدان

بالتواضع الّذي يبقى أساس العظمة في الكرازة والتعليم أو أي خدمة أو عمل 

رعوي نؤديه للمسيح. فحينما نقوم بعمٍل يكلّفنا به الرّب، علينا، كي يكتمل  

بنا ومن خاللنا  الّذي يصنع  فهو  له،  العمل ومجده  نترك كرامة  أن  فرحنا، 

 .أعماالً عظيمة لخالص النفوس

عى في حياتنا، على الدوام، أن يكون لدينا وضوح الرؤية فنميّز  علينا أن نس

وجه الرّب يسوع وحضوره، في األحداث واألشخاص، فنشهد له بقّوةٍ وبجرأةٍ 

   www.kobayat.org                             . على مثال يوحنّا المعمدان

 

Golden Jubilee of the Maronite 

Eparchy of Australia 

https://biblehub.com/greek/2504.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/2504.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/3756.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/1492.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/846.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/235.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/3588.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/3992.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/1473.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/907.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/907.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/1722.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/5204.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/2036.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/1473.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/1909.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/3739.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/3708.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/3708.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/3588.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/4151.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/2597.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/2532.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/3306.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/1510.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/3588.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/907.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/907.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/4151.htm
http://www.kobayat.org/


   

   

    

Memorial Masses القداسات  نوايا 

Sunday 15th 

Jan 2023 

9am 
Georgette Roumanus 

Zeaiter 

 المرحومة جورجيت  
 رومانوس زعيتر 

٩:  ٠٠ 
 ١٥االحد 

 ۲٠۲٣  ۲ك
11am 

40 Day Mass for Late Watfa 

Sassine Mouakkassa 

 المرحومة   ٤٠قداس 
 وطفى ساسين معقصة 

١١:  ٠٠ 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information on advertising, please 

contact the Parish Office 9481 7388 or  

email info@stgeorgemcc.org.au 

mailto:info@stgeorgemcc.org.au
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgY0HhqZvsmWTrUht2gy-MQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgY0HhqZvsmWTrUht2gy-MQ
mailto:info@stgeorgemcc.org.au

