St George Maronite Catholic Church, Thornleigh

ur Parish

Sunday of Finding of Our Lord in the Temple
and New Years Day: World Day of Peace

Sunday 31°* December 2023

The Gospel
Luke 2: 41-52

Every year his parents went to Jerusalem
for the festival of the Passover. And when
he was twelve years old, they went up as
usual for the festival. When the festival was
ended and they started to return, the boy
Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his
parents did not know it. Assuming that he
was in the group of travellers, they went a
day’s journey. Then they started to look for
him among their relatives and friends.
When they did not find him, they returned
to Jerusalem to search for him. After three
days they found him in the temple, sitting
among the teachers, listening to them and
asking them questions. And all who heard
him were amazed at his understanding and
his answers. When his parents saw him they
were astonished; and his mother said to
him, ‘Child, why have you treated us like
this? Look, your father and I have been
searching for you in great anxiety.” He said
to them, ‘Why were you searching for me?
Did you not know that I must be in my
Father’s house?” But they did not
understand what he said to them. Then he
went down with them and came to
Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His
mother treasured all these things in her
heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom and
in years, and in divine and human favour.

Season of the
Birth of Our Lord

Next Sunday
1st Sunday after the
Epiphany
0Old Testament

Reading
Isa 40: 6-11

Epistle
2Cor10:1-11

Gospel
John 1: 29-34
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Divine Liturgy and Services

Sundays: 9:00am (Arabic), 11:00am (Arabic/English), 6:00pm (English)

Mondays - Wednesdays: 9:00am

Confessions: By Appointment

Thursdays - Saturdays: 6:00pm
Sick Visits: Contact Clergy or the Parish Office (contact details below)

Parish and Ministry Team and Contact Details

Parish Priest: Msgr Marcelino Youssef 0404 272 272

Deacon: Nagi Dimian 0403 750 613
Administration: Rose Zeaiter and Mary Issa Flynn
Office Hours: Tuesdays - Wednesdays 9:00am - 3.00pm; Thursdays - Fridays 9:00am - 5:00pm
Parish Safeguarding Officers: Margaret Simpson 0408 895 798, George Takchi 0419 651 229
Parish Address: 2 Yarrara Road (Corner Wells Street), Thornleigh, NSW, 2120

Website: www.stgeorgemcc.org.au

Email:

Assistant Parish Priest: Fr Bechara Trad 0403 725 134
Subdeacon: Jason Maait 0415 771 461
Phone: (02) 9481 7388 or 0422 275 199

info@stgeorgemcc,org,au




Bishop's Message
World Day of Peace

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

As we approach the end of this year and anticipate the
arrival of 2024, we celebrate a significant day, January 1st,
recognised as the World Day of Peace. Instituted by His
Holiness Pope Paul VI in 1968, this day extends an
invitation to individuals, communities, and nations to
engage in reflection on the importance of peace. It serves
as a call to action, urging us to commit to endeavours that
contribute to the overall well-being of humanity.

This year, His Holiness Pope
Francis, in his message for the
57th World Day of Peace, titled
"Artificial Intelligence and Peace,"
addresses the intersection of
technological progress, specifically
artificial intelligence (AI), and
examines the question of the
progress of science and
technology as a path to peace. Acknowledging their
positive contributions to society, Pope Francis also
emphasises the ethical challenges and potential risks
associated with the rapid advancement of Al, urging us to
tread carefully and responsibly. Here are some excerpts
from the message of His Holiness:

“Human intelligence is an expression of the dignity with
which we have been endowed by the Creator, who made
us in his own image and likeness (cf. Gen 1:26), and
enabled us to respond consciously and freely to his love. In
a particular way, science and technology manifest this
fundamentally relational quality of human intelligence;
they are brilliant products of its creative potential.

The remarkable advances in new information
technologies, particularly in the digital sphere, thus offer
exciting opportunities and grave risks, with serious
implications for the pursuit of justice and harmony among
peoples. Any number of urgent questions need to be asked.
What will be the consequences, in the medium and long
term, of these new digital technologies? And what impact
will they have on individual lives and on societies, on
international stability and peace?”

The Pope calls for a cross-disciplinary dialogue, ethical
development of algorithms (algo-ethics), and the inclusion
of diverse voices in decision-making processes. By
reminding us that the measure of true humanity lies in
how we treat the least among us, he concludes with a
hopeful vision that Al development may contribute to
human fraternity and world peace: “It is my prayer at the
start of the New Year that the rapid development of forms
of artificial intelligence will not increase cases of
inequality and injustice all too present in today’s world,
but will help put an end to wars and conflicts, and alleviate
many forms of suffering that afflict our human family...”
May the World Day of Peace inspire each of us to
contribute to the creation of a more just and peaceful
world as we step into the days of the coming year filled
with hope.
[ wish you a safe, blessed, and Happy New Year!

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
AND PEACE

The Message of
‘ape Francis

The full message is available on the Vatican website:
https://www.vatican.va/

Reflection of the Week
“Finding in the Temple”

We title this Sunday’s Gospel passage the Finding in the
Temple. It is the only Gospel account we have of Jesus as a
child.
Mary and Joseph are looking for Jesus whom they have
lost. They find him in the Temple and ‘were astonished’
(v48). It is an interesting description. One would think his
parents would know him well enough to have guessed he
would be found in the Temple. Jesus thinks the same,
stating, ‘Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s
house?’ (v49). Oddly enough, the Temple that Jesus here
describes as the Father’s house, would be later criticised
(Lk 21:5-6). However, let’s return to the point about Jesus
and his parents.
From a young age children develop their interests and
tastes. Parents can encourage or discourage their children.
Like Mary and Joseph sometimes parents are too afraid to
allow their children to explore and grow, or haven’t been
very perceptive of their child’s interest or maybe they do
not want their child to venture off on a particular road.
Parents feel they need to protect their children but
sometimes at what cost? However, we read something in
today’s Gospel, that is important for good parenting, ‘His
mother treasured all these things in her heart’ (v51).
Children need parents but they most need a listening ear
and a patient adult. Parents who can give and take and be
open to new ways of understanding things are those who
enable their children. Mary teaches us how to be one who
can nurture children to attain their potential. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn mshf
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Parish News and Upcoming Events

PARISH
OFFICE
CLOSURE

Our Parish Office will be
closed on the following days:

Monday 25th December 2023

Tuesday 26th December 2023
' Monday st January 2024
Tuesday 2nd January 2024
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FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY
OF OUR LORD

WITH RITE OF BLESSING OF THE WATER AVAILABLE

Collect from the Parish
through a donation

Two designs available - wall
hanging and table stand
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Parish Financial Updates To receive our eNewsletter

Parish Income (fortnight 25/12/2023 -07/01/2024) please email
TBA info@stgeorgemcc.org.au

. . . i hannel
Parish Operations Account | Parish Loan Balance ° Subscribe to our Channe
St George Maronite

$42,712.06 $445,450.31 YouTube Catholic Church
Donations to support our ongoing Parish mission
can be made at the Parish Office or by internet banking or
direct debit - (Account Name: St George Maronite Church, ‘like’ us on Facebook
BSB #062-784, Account # 16948504) Follow us on Instagram

Business Community Corner
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ETERNITY LASER &
AESTHETICS

ALBERT & MEYER
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

.',; ¥ »  Lwer Hur Reimoal
AUSTRALLAN FAMLLY OWNED & OPERATID | A
! & Covmenic Inpecrahles
24 Hour Personal Attention P% \| s * [5CHnical Skin Care
‘ : o Skin Needling
; = Dyelads Extcanimia
Ph: 02 9484 3992 * Eyabmwn
E: director@albertmeyer.comau  Rebecea Pincott ' WaRIng
General Manager Q 1500 00 Morthern B | Daural & (U2} 5418 (a2

NORTHLAND

traveltime s

" For more information on advertising,

please contact the Parish Office 9481 7388
CONCRETE NSW or email info@stgeorgemcc.org.au




