St George Maronite Catholic Church, Thornleigh
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of God!” The two disciples heard him
say this, and they followed Jesus.
When Jesus turned and saw them
tfollowing, he said to them, ‘What are
you looking for?” They said to him,
‘Rabbt’  (which translated means
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Sundays: 9:00am (Arabic), 11:00am (Arabic/English), 6:00pm (English)
Mondays — Wednesdays: 9:00am Thursdays — Saturdays: 6:00pm
Confessions: By Appointment Sick Visits: Contact Clergy or the Parish Office (contact details below)

Parish and Ministry Team and Contact Details

Parish Priest: Msgr Marcelino Youssef 0404 272 272 Assistant Parish Priest: Fr Bechara Trad 0403 725 134

Deacon: Nagi Dimian 0403 750 613 Subdeacon: Jason Maait 0415 771 461
Administration: Rose Zeaiter and Mary Issa Flynn Phone: (02) 9481 7388 or 0422 275 199
Office Hours: Tuesdays - Wednesdays 9:00am - 3.00pm; Thursdays - Fridays 9:00am - 5:00pm
Parish Safeguarding Officers: Margaret Simpson 0408 895 798, George Takchi 0419 651 229
Parish Address: 2 Yarrara Road (Corner Wells Street), Thornleigh, NSW, 2120

Website: www.stgeorgemcc.org.au Email: info@stgeorgemcc.org.au
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Bishop’s Message
SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

As we transition into 2024, we dedicate this year as the
Year of Prayer in response to Pope Francis' invitation in
preparation for the 2025 Jubilee Year of Hope. We embark
on a year with initiatives that emphasise the significance
of both individual and communal prayer.

Throughout this year, every Catholic is encouraged to
engage in a thoughtful examination of their prayer life:
what they pray, how they pray, and why they pray. This
reflection serves two primary purposes: first, to inspire a
deeper commitment to prayer and a profound love for
God; and second, to consider how one might guide and
accompany others in prayer during this Year of Prayer.

Changes to my Newsletter Messages

As part this year, there will be a slight adjustment to my
newsletter messages. Instead of the weekly messages, my
messages will now coincide with Maronite major feast
days and saints' feasts. These messages will centre around
our Maronite spirituality and Maronite prayers.

May this year be a time of deepened connection with the
Divine through a renewal of our prayer life.

Feast of St Anthony the Great

On the 17t of January, we
commemorate the Feast of St.
Anthony the Great. This saint,
who lived in the 3rd and 4th
centuries, made a profound
choice to forsake his home,

sell his possessions, and
withdraw from the world.
Venturing into the

wilderness, he embraced a
life of austerity, prayer, and
the pursuit of spiritual
virtues, witnessing to the
heavenly kingdom on earth.
Saint Anthony's monastic
principles inspired numerous
individuals, both men and
women, to abandon worldly
pursuits and fully dedicate
themselves to God within the
confines of the monastery.
The monastic life, guided by
these principles, continues to be a wellspring of grace and
blessings for the church.

As we observe this feast, we extend our heartfelt
congratulations to the Monks of the Lebanese Maronite
Order on the renewal of their monastic vows. This renewal
is not a mere ritual but a fresh and annual commitment to
embody monastic virtues and Gospel teachings, mirroring
the exemplary life of Saint Anthony.

Our prayers are lifted for God's blessings upon His church,
particularly in these challenging times. May He inspire
new saints, following in the footsteps of Saint Anthony the
Great, embarking on a journey to live out Gospel and
Christian values, fostering communities of faith and
prayer, and serving as leaven in the dough of this world.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

Reflection of the Week

“Stay with Jesus”

This year the Season of the Epiphany is short, with this
being last Sunday. Next week we commence the three
weeks of commemorations. For today our focus will be on
‘staying’ with Jesus.
At the words of John the Baptist, the interest of two of his
disciples are raised. They go up to Jesus, who asks them,
‘What are you looking for?’ Jesus always articulates the
right questions. Whether we answer them or not is
another matter! In this case the two disciples do not
respond to the question, because they didn’t as yet have an
answer. Instead, they ask another question, ‘Rabbi, where
are you staying?’ (v38). Not quite what one would expect
as aresponse, but it is an important question.
We can’t know what we are looking for if we don’t spend
time searching and deeply discerning. When the two
disciples ask Jesus where he’s staying, they know they
aren’t sure of what they want, but they are prepared to
give time to their searching.
By spending time with Jesus on his turf, under his terms, not
our terms, we are entering unchartered waters and are
invited to be ready and open to whatever he has in store for
us. Only by being with Jesus and leaving all we know behind,
can we answer the question, ‘What are you looking for?’
So, as we leave the Epiphany Season behind and enter the
Season of Commemorations and Lent, let us follow Jesus in
order to know ourselves better. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn mshf
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Parish News and Upcoming Events

ST GEORGE YOUTH
HARBOUR CRUISE

NOW
AVAILABLE

Collect from the Parish
through a donation

Two designs available - wall
hanging and table stand
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DONATIONS
NEEDED FOR
MONTHLY
FOOD RUNS
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2024 FIRST HOLY “
COMMUNION

To register your child,
please contact
Margaret Simpsuﬁ'k
0408 895 798

MEAL ITEMS SUCH AS:
Sandwiches, Fruit, Hot
Meals, Cakes, Bread

For more information
please contact:
Ann-Marie Boumerhe
0420 309677
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STARTING MONDAY 15Th JANUARY 7.30PM
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AND WILL ALSO HAVE A 15 MINUTE BREAK TO ENJOY
SPENDING TIME WITH EACH OTHER
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Josephine 0426 239 129

If anyone is interested in joining the

Seniors Program or volunteering, please

contact: ’

Zaride 0417 427 661 ‘ (A~
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C H U R C H Children’s Corner: Baptism Find-a-Word and
Colour in - “Jesus, the Lamb of God”
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Friday 19th Mass for the Late Arthur Nassif ‘—.9:“4\-"3'3)\. oo yall al 8 19 Gaeal
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Mass for the Late Joe Mar(_)un O ke s e sa yall Lulad ‘o \
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Jan 2024 Maait; John and Kharma Sukari o L YeVE Y
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Congratulations to the Newly Baptised: Maeve Veronica Beaini
Congratulations to the Newly Weds: James Tadrosse and Olivia Muscat

Parish Financial Updates To receive our eNewsletter

Parish Income (fortnight 08/01/2024 - 21/01/2024) please email
TBA info@stgeorgemcc.org.au
. . . Subscribe to our Channel
Parish Operations Account Parish Loan Balance .
St George Maronite
$59,377.27 $442,504.21 Youlube Catholic Church
Donations to support our ongoing Parish mission nr@
can be made at the Parish Office or by internet banking or h
direct debit - (Account Name: St George Maronite Church, ‘like’ us on Facebook
BSB #062-784, Account # 16948504) Follow us on Instagram
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For more information on advertising, please contact the Parish Office 9481 7388

or email info@stgeorgemcc.org.au
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