
 

  

 

Divine Liturgy and Services 
Sundays: 9:00am (Arabic), 11:00am (Arabic/English), 6:00pm (English) 

Mondays – Wednesdays: 9:00am          Thursdays – Saturdays: 6:00pm 

Confessions: By Appointment        Sick Visits: Contact Clergy or the Parish Office (contact details below) 

 Parish and Ministry Team and Contact Details  
Parish Priest: Msgr Marcelino Youssef 0404 272 272           Assistant Parish Priest: Fr Bechara Trad 0403 725 134 

Deacon: Nagi Dimian 0403 750 613              Subdeacon: Jason Maait 0415 771 461 

Administration: Rose Zeaiter and Mary Issa Flynn       Phone: (02) 9481 7388 or 0422 275 199       

Office Hours: Tuesdays - Wednesdays 9:00am - 5.00pm; Thursdays - Fridays 9:00am - 3:00pm      

Parish Safeguarding Officers: Margaret Simpson 0408 895 798, George Takchi 0419 651 229 

Parish Address: 2 Yarrara Road (Corner Wells Street), Thornleigh, NSW, 2120 

Website: www.stgeorgemcc.org.au      Email:  info@stgeorgemcc.org.au   

لإنجيل ا  
٦٤-١٣: ٥٢ متى  

َ َقال  ََ ب  َالر  سُوعَ "ي  ى:َ َمتَّ اءَ َ َج  َابْنََُ انََِ َالِإنْس  ََفيََ
جْدِهِ، مِيعَََُم  ج  ةَََِو  لائِك  هَُ،ََالـم  ع  جْلِسَََُم  رْشَََِعلىََي  ََع 
جْدِهَِ عَُ.ََم  يْهَََِوتُجْم  د 

 
مِيعَََُل م،ََج  زَََُالُأم  ي ِ يُم 

هُمََف  عْض  ََب 
عْض،ََمِنَْ اََب  م  زَََُك  ي ِ اعِيََيُم  َََالر  اف  َََالـخِر  اءََمِن  .ََالـجِد 

َويُقِيمَُ ََ اف  َالـخِر  نََْ َع  مِينِهََِ َي  اءَ َ الـجِد  َو  نََْ َع  الِهََِ .ََشِم 
َ ئِذ  قُولَََُحِين  لِكَََُي  َََالـم  ذين  نَََْلِلَّ مِينِهَََِع  ََي  وا،:

 
ال ع  اَََت  ََي 

كي ار  َََرِثُواََاَبي،ََمُب  كُوت  ل  دََََّالـم  كُمََالـمُع 
 
اءَََِمُنْذَََُل ََإِنْش 

م؛َ
 
ال َالع  يَ َلَأن ِ َجُعْتََُ مْتُمُونِي،َ ع 

ْ
اَط َف  طِشْتََُ ََوع 

يْتُمُونِي، ق  س  َف  َوكُنْتََُ ريبًاَ َغ  يْتُمُوني،َ و 
 
ا َف  انًاَ َوعُرْي 

وْتُمُوني، س  ك  ريضًاََف  زُرْتُمُونِي،ََوم  حْبُوسًاََف  يْتُمَََوم  اَت  ََف 
َ َإِلي  َ.َ ئِذ  َحِين  َيُجِيبُهََُ ارََُ َالَأبْر  ائِلينَ َق  ا:َ َي  َ، ب  َر  ىَ َمتَّ

َ اك  اَيْن  ائِعًاََر  اك،ََج  مْن  ع 
ْ
اَط َََاَوََف  ان  ش 

ْ
ط اك؟ََع  يْن  ق  س  َف 

ى َََومتَّ اك  اَيْن  ريبًاََر  اك،ََغ  يْن  و 
 
ا انًاََاَوَََف  اك؟ََعُرْي  وْن  س  ك  َف 

ى َومتَّ ََ اك  اَيْن  َر  ريضًاَ َم  َاَوَ حْبُوسًاَ َم  اَ يْن  اَت  َف  يْك؟ََ
 
َإِل

يُجِيبَُ لِكَََُف  قُولَََُالـم  هُمََوي 
 
ََل :َ قَّ كُمََاَقُولَََُاَلـح 

 
ََل :َ َكُل 

ا َم  تُمُوهََُ
ْ
مِل َع  دََِ َلَأح  تِيَ َإِخْو  َهـؤُلأءََِ ار،َ َالصِغ  لِيََ ََف 
تُمُوهَ

ْ
مِل َ!ََع  قُولَََُثُمَّ َََي  ذين  نَََْلِلَّ الِهَََِع  بُوا:ََشِم  ه 

ْ
يَ،ََإِذ ن ِ ََع 

ا َي  لاعِين،َ َم  َإِلىََ ارََِ َالن  ةََِ دِيَّ َالَأب  ةََِ دَّ َالـمُع  ََ ََلِإبْلِيس 
يََوجُنُودِهِ؛َ اََجُعْتَََُلَأن ِ م  مْتُمُونِي،ََف  ع 

ْ
طِشْتَََُاَط ََوع 

ا م  يْتُمُوني،َف  ق  ريبًاََوكُنْتََُس  اََغ  م  يْتُمُونِي،َف  و  انًاََا  ََوعُرْي 
ا م  وْتُمُونِيَ،ََف  س  رِيضًاَََك  حْبُوسًاََوم  اََوم  م  !ََزُرْتُمُونِيََف 

َ ئِذ  ائِلينََاَيْضًاََهـؤُلأءَََِيُجِيبُهَََُحِين  ا:ََق  ،ََي  ب  ىََر  َمتَّ
َ اك  اَيْن  ئِعًاََر  َََاَوَََْجا  ان  ش 

ْ
ط رِيبًاََاَوَََْع  ريضًاََاَوََغ  ََاَوَََم 

حْبُوسًا اََم  اك؟ََوم  مْن  د  َََخ  ئِذ  َ:ََقِائِلاًَََيُجِيبُهُمََحِين  قَّ َاَلـح 
كُمََاَقُولَُ
 
َ:ََل اََكُل  مَََْم 

 
لُوهَََُل عْم  دَََِت  ار،ََهـؤُلأءَََِلَأح  َالصِغ 

َفلِي مََْ
 
َل لُوهََ عْم  َت  بَُ.َ ه 

ْ
ذ َوي  َهـؤُلأءََِ َإِلىَ ابََِ ذ  ََالع 

، دِي  ارََُالَأب  اةََِإِلىَوالَأبْر  ي  ةَالـح  دِيَّ  "َ.الَأب 
َ
 
 
 
َ
َ
 
 
 
 

Weeks of 
Commemoration 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Next Sunday 
Sunday of the  

Faithful Departed 

Old Testament 
Reading 

Ezk 37: 1-10 

Epistle 
1 Thess 5: 1-11 

Gospel 
Luke 16: 19-31 

The Gospel 
Matt 25: 31-46 

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all 
the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne 
of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before 
him, and he will separate people one from another 
as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 
and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the 
goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at 
his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and 
you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink, I was a stranger and you 
welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me 
clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was 
in prison and you visited me.’ Then the righteous 
will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you 
hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you 
something to drink? And when was it that we saw 
you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and 
gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw 
you sick or in prison and visited you?’ And the king 
will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it 
to one of the least of these who are members of my 
family, you did it to me.’ Then he will say to those 
at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from 
me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and 
his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no 
food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to 
drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome 
me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick 
and in prison and you did not visit me.’ Then they 
also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you 
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in 
prison, and did not take care of you?’ Then he will 
answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not 
do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it 
to me.’ And these will go away into eternal 
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St George Maronite Catholic Church, Thornleigh 

Our Parish 
Sunday of the Righteous and Just 
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Year of Prayer 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
As we mark the Feast Day of St. Ephrem, celebrated on 
January 28th, we reflect on the profound influence he had 
on the spiritual and liturgical life of the Maronite Church. 
Known as the “Harp of the Holy Spirit”, St. Ephrem's life 
and works continue to inspire and guide our Maronite 
tradition. 
St. Ephrem was a deacon and little is known about his life. 
Born around the year 306, he likely originated from the 
vicinity of Nisbis, then a city in Persia. Some historians 
infer from his writings that he came from a Christian 
family and was baptised as an adult. St. Ephrem, also an 
ascetic, had St. James of Nisbis as his spiritual father, to 
whom he dedicated a hymn. In about 364, he entered 
solitude on Mount Edessa, a practice not uncommon in 
Antioch and Edessa at the time. The Maronite community 
grew out of this commitment to asceticism and 
monasticism, inspired by our spiritual father, St. Maroun. 
St. Ephrem passed away on 9 June 373. 
Writing in Syriac, St. Ephrem used hymns and powerful 
poetic imagery to address the heresies of his time. 
Recognising the power of music as an educational tool, he 
emphasised its role for both young and old alike. St. 
Ephrem also had a particular devotion to the Virgin Mary, 
dedicating a hymn, the Hymn on the Nativity, to her. 
In the Syriac Churches, poetry and hymns serve as primary 
vehicles for teaching theology, a fact evident in Maronite 
Liturgy where a significant portion is sung by both the 
celebrant and the congregation. The rich imagery and poetry 
of the liturgy leave a lasting impression. It is so often that a 
Maronite child who attends Mass from a young age can be 
heard chanting the “Qadishat” at home. This is because 
hymns stay with children and they can learn from them. 

Preserving Our Traditions 
St. Ephrem's example 
teaches us that in our 
liturgy, hymns are not 
mere music to listen to; 
they are powerful 
praying and teaching 
tools integral to our 
Maronite tradition. Whether 
you are aware or not, if 
you attend the Maronite 
Mass, you are using the 
words of St Ephrem. Let 
us live, sing, and teach 
these hymns to our 
children and in our 
Masses, going beyond 

passive listening to the choir during liturgy. Let the words 
of the hymns resonate within us, actively participating in 
this beautiful aspect of our Maronite faith. 
I wish you a blessed feast day of St Ephrem – may his 
writings and compositions continue to resonate within our 
hearts, guiding us in faith and tradition. 

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay 

Earlier this week, the Our Lady Mercy Place residential 
aged care home in Harris Park officially welcomed its first 
resident as it opened its doors in Harris Park.  
This long-anticipated day is the realisation of a vision set forth 
by Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay, in collaboration with the 
board members of Our Lady Aged Care Centre (OLACC). 
Bishop Tarabay was on hand - along with distinguished 
guests - to welcome Mrs Saad and present her with a 
Rosary. Bishop Tarabay said, “We are here to extend a 
warm welcome to Mrs Juliette Saad, as her arrival signals 
the commencement of a new chapter in residential aged 
care for elderly people in Harris Park.” 
Mr Barry Barakat, Chairperson of OLACC said, “This is a 
significant milestone for our community and marks a pivotal 
step in meeting the increasing demand for aged care services 
in a home environment that addresses practical and health 
requirements but also ensures the fulfilment of the pastoral 
and spiritual needs of our older community members.” 
Helping welcome Mrs Saad were The Hon Tony Burke, 
Minister for Employment and Workplace Relations, 
Minister for the Arts, Dr Andrew Charlton, Member for 
Parramatta, Lord Mayor Pierre Esber, Parramatta City 
Council, Deputy Mayor Rachelle Harika, City of Canterbury 
Bankstown, Ms Catherine Davies, Director, People & 
Corporate at Multicultural NSW, representatives from the 
Department of Health and Aged Care and representatives 
from Mercy Health; Ms Virginia Bourke, Chair of the Board, 
Ms Angela Nolan CEO and Ms Clare Douglas, Chief 
Executive Residential Aged Care. 
Anyone interested in residential care at Our Lady Mercy 
Place Harris Park is encouraged to contact Mercy Health 
on 1300 159 265. 

 

  



 

    

    

    

   



Memorial Masses القداسات  نوايا 

Sunday 28th 
Jan 2024 

9am 
Mass for the Late  

Kalim Sarkis Saliba  
 قداس المرحوم كليم  

 سركيس صليبا 
٩:  ٠٠ 

 ٢٨الاحد 
 ٢٠٢٤  ٢ك

11am 
Mass for the Late 

Georgette Roumanos Zeaiter  
قداس المرحومة جورجيت  

 رومانوس زعيتر 
١١:  ٠٠ 

Sunday 4th 
Feb 2024 

9am Mass for the Late Tony Mouyat  ٩:  ٠٠ قداس المرحوم طوني معيط 
 ٤الاحد 

 ٢٠٢٤شباط 
11am Mass for the Late Naim Habib  ١١:  ٠٠ قداس المرحوم نعيم حبيب 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information on advertising, please contact the Parish Office 9481 7388  
or email info@stgeorgemcc.org.au 
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