St George Maronite Catholic Church, Thornleigh

Our Parish

3rd Sunday of the Resurrection

Sunday 14™ April 2024

The Gospel

Luke 24: 13-35
Now on that same day two of them were going to a
village called Emmaus, about seven miles from
Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these
things that had happened. While they were talking and
discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them,
but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And he
said to them, ‘What are you discussing with each other
while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad.
Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered
him, ‘Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does
not know the things that have taken place there in these
days?” He asked them, “What things?’ They replied, “The
things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet
mighty in deed and word before God and all the people,
and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over
to be condemned to death and crucified him. But we had
hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and
besides all this, it is now the third day since these things
took place. Moreover, some women of our group
astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning,
and when they did not find his body there, they came
back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of
angels who said that he was alive. Some of those who
were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the
women had said; but they did not see him.” Then he said
to them, ‘Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of
heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! Was
it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these
things and then enter into his glory?” Then beginning
with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them
the things about himself in all the scriptures. As they
came near the village to which they were going, he
walked ahead as if he were going on. But they urged him
strongly, saying, ‘Stay with us, because it is almost
evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to
stay with them. When he was at the table with them, he
took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them.
Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him;
and he vanished from their sight. They said to each
other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he
was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the
scriptures to us?” That same hour they got up and
returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and
their companions gathered together. They were saying,
‘The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to
Simon!” Then they told what had happened on the road,
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Divine Liturgy and Services

Sundays: 9:00am (Arabic), 11:00am (Arabic/English), 6:00pm (English)

Mondays and Tuesdays: 9:00am

Confessions: By Appointment

Wednesdays — Saturdays: 6:00pm
Sick Visits: Contact Clergy or the Parish Office (contact details below)

Parish and Ministry Team and Contact Details

Parish Priest: Msgr Marcelino Youssef 0404 272 272

Deacon: Nagi Dimian 0403 750 613
Administration: Rose Zeaiter and Mary Issa Flynn
Office Hours: Tuesdays and Fridays 9:00am - 5.00pm; Wednesdays and Thursdays 9:00am - 3:00pm
Parish Safeguarding Officers: Margaret Simpson 0408 895 798, George Takchi 0419 651 229
Parish Address: 2 Yarrara Road (Corner Wells Street), Thornleigh, NSW, 2120

Website: www.stgeorgemcc.org.au Email: info@stgeorgemcc.org.au

Assistant Parish Priest: Fr Bechara Trad 0403 725 134
Subdeacon: Jason Maait 0415 771 461
Phone: (02) 9481 7388 or 0422 275 199



http://www.stgeorgemcc.org.au/
mailto:info@stgeorgemcc.org.au

Bishops Message
Year of Prayer

34 Sunday of the Resurrection

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

This Sunday, we reflect on the Gospel of the Road to Emmaus,
where we meet the Resurrected Christ Himself, accompanying
two disciples on their journey. The disciples had indeed heard,
just like the apostles, about the empty tomb. Despite being
well-prepared by Christ Himself, this knowledge alone did not
suffice to convince them that what Jesus had predicted had
truly come to pass. For them, the story was over. They
returned home saddened and disappointed.

What was missing for them to move from observing the
empty tomb to faith? The Gospel of Saint Luke shows us
that it is the Risen Christ Himself who enables the disciples
to interpret the events. Jesus is the teacher of faith. The
Gospel reveals three decisive aspects of the experience
that will lead them to recognise His Resurrection.

The first of these elements lies in the mysterious presence of
Christ by their side on the road. Jesus gives them understanding
of the Scriptures and enables them to reinterpret the events in
Jerusalem in light of what had been foretold since Moses and the
prophets, thus helping them understand.

The second moment of this journey into faith is the shared
meal with Christ in Emmaus. The meal is the place of
recognising the Risen Christ in several Gospel accounts.
Just as the Lord did at the Last Supper: "He took the bread,
blessed and broke it, and gave it to them" (Luke 24:30).
Their eyes are opened, and they recognise Him. This
means that if we want to know the Risen Christ, we cannot
do without the celebration of the Eucharist. Without it, we
may grasp ideas about Christ but the entire person of
Christ is delivered in the Eucharist.

The third aspect of recognising and understanding the
Resurrection comes through the testimony of the apostles.
The disciples rushed back to Jerusalem to share their
extraordinary encounter with Christ. Surprisingly, it's the
apostles who confirm Christ's Resurrection to them. Their
testimony authenticates the disciples' experience. Thus, the
testimony of Christ's Resurrection comes from those whom
Jesus Himself instituted to be witnesses, the apostles.
Brothers and sisters, let us pray that the Risen Christ
continues to accompany His Church on the paths of history.
May He remain present in our hearts and minds and continue
to teach us and share with us the bread of life. Amen.

Venerable Patriarch Mar Estephan Al Douaihy
As we prepare for the joyous occasion of the beatification of
the Venerable Patriarch Mar Estephan Al Douaihy, you are all
invited to a Divine Liturgy commemorating the 320t
Anniversary of his Passing on Sunday 5 May 2024, at 11:00am
at Our Lady of Lebanon Cathedral, Harris Park. Following the
Liturgy, there will be an unveiling of a statue of Patriarch Al
Douaihy. After that, a documentary about his life will be
screened followed by refreshments in the Cathedral hall.
Furthermore, the Maronite Eparchy of Australia is
organising a pilgrimage to participate in the Solemn Mass
for the beatification in Lebanon on 2 August 2024. The trip
will include visits to holy sites in Rome where the
Patriarch studied for many years, as well as Greece and
Lebanon. The pilgrimage will take place from 18 July to 3
August 2024. For more information, please contact the
Eparchy offices on 02 8831 0000.
[ wish you all a blessed week!

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

Reflection of the Week:
“Engaged Wholly”

Last week we discussed how belief
came through the gentle words
and constant presence of Christ.
Once again, this week, we read of
two disciples coming to faith not
only through hearing and
spending time with Christ, but also
through the breaking of the bread.
It is not enough to say, ‘I believe in
Jesus.’ That is just the start of things.
Christ wants disciples, not personal
admirers. In knowing Christ, it should be a transformative
experience for us. So let us see what this Sunday Gospel
passage reveals to us.

Two disciples are heading to Emmaus and their discussion
centres around Jesus and the events of his passion and
death and resurrection, which they struggled to
comprehend. When Jesus joins them on the walk, no
miracles happen. The disciples come to believe through
hearing the words Jesus spoke. Faith is not about miracles.
It's about being captured by Jesus and his words. The
disciples say something crucial, ‘Were not our hearts
burning within us while he was talking’ (v32). That is what
holds us and draws us to Christ, no matter the clamour
around us.

More so, they broke bread together. It was a communal affair
for faith is about sharing and being supported by one
another.

Finally, the two disciples returned home to proclaim the
good news. In fact, ‘that same hour they got up’ (v33)
because they couldn’t contain the joy of their faith.

Belief in God transcends everything else. It is a faith that
gives us depth, joy, hope and great love and calls us to be
witnesses of Christ. Amen Sr Margaret Ghosn mshf
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Parish News and Upcoming Events

St George Maronite

C llc Church, Thornleigh ,(
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If anyone is interested in joining the

Seniors Program or volunteering, please

contact:

Zaride 0417 427 661 ‘ -~

Josephine 0426 239 129




© st George Feast Program -

P Sunday 14th April 2024 28
-4 8:00am - Youth Trip to Berrima vl
o, 9:00am - Mass and Opening of St George Novena (Day 1) i .
g oats 11:00am and 6:00pm - Masses as per Sunday schedule ' m

ri;‘ - w2 o -

Ry Monday 15th April 2024 ;‘:5’

J 6:00pm - Mass and St George Novena (Day 2) e,

7:30pm - Rosary Evening (Confessions Available) A
4

3 Tuesday 16th April 2024 .

o’ Arrival of Relics of St CZarbel, gt Rafqa, St Neemtallah, ?‘

: St Therese of Lisieux and Blessed Yacoub Al Kabouchi - s

’ 6:00pm - Mass with the Relics and St George Novena (Day 3) =2

< 7:30pm - Evening Prayers with the Relics '
(church will remain open until 10:00pm)

Wednesday 17th April 2024
11:00am - Seniors Mass with the Relics followed by Lunch
6:00pm - Mass with the Relics for the Intentions of the Sick
and St George Novena (Day 4)

Thursday 18th April 2024
6:00pm - Mass and St George Novena (Day 5)
7:30pm - Adoration Evening

Friday 19th April 2024 :
Fern Mar Gerges Open All Day g

6:00pm - Mass and St George Novena (Day 6) L&
7:30pm - Knights of St George Gathering and BBQ Sy

Saturday 20th April 2024 S
Fern Mar Gerges Open All Da T
Fruit and Vegetable Stall Open AlYDGY A
4pm - 9pm - St George Knight Markets Sl
6:00pm - Family Mass and St George Novena (Day 7) im0 A

Sunday 21st April 2024 e

9:00am - Mass and St George Novena (Day 8) R

11:00am - Mass .

6:00pm - Youth Mass celebrated by Fr Ron Hassarati followed by
Youth Gathering including Food Trucks

SR Monday 22nd April 2024
' 6:00pm - Mass and St George Novena (Day 9)
7:30pm - Spiritual Evening: Rosary, Prayers, Confession
(Church will remain open until midnight) -

Tuesday 23rd April 2024
7:00pm - Solemn Feast Mass celebrated by His Excellency
Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay followed by Hrissi and Sodality Supper




2024 St George Feast Celebrations

ST GE¥HRGE FEAST
14 April - 23rd April

VISIT OF RELICS OF ST CHARBEL, ST
RAFQA, ST NEEMTALLAH, ST

ST GEORGE  MASS AND ROSARY ™iisiisituniustireces
NOVENA | EVENING ‘g :

NOVENA SCHEDULE MONDAY 15TH APRIL 2024

SUNDAY 14TH APRIL @ 9AM (DAY 1)

ST GE¥HRGE FEAST ST GE¥HRGE FEAST
14 April - 23rd April 14 April - 23rd April

TUESDAY 16TH APRIL 2024

MONDAY 15TH APRIL @ 6PM (DAY 2) ’ 6:00PM - MASS WITH THE RELICS
TUESDAY 16TH APRIL @ 6PM (DAY 3) G:00RME MASS AND)STIGEORGE AND ST GEORGE NOVENA
WEDNESDAY 17TH APRIL @ 6PM (DAY 4) NOVENA
THURSDAY 18TH APRIL @ 6PM (DAY 5) .
FRIDAY 19TH APRIL @ 6PM (DAY 6) 7:30PM - ROSARY EVENING 7:30PM - EVENING PRAYERS WITH
SATURDAY 20TH APRIL @ 6PM (DAY 7) CONFESSION AVAILABLE THE RELICS (CHURCH WILL
SUNDAY 21ST APRIL @ 9AM (DAY 8) REMAIN OPEN UNTIL 10:00PM)
MONDAY 22ND APRIL @ 6PM (DAY 9)
ST GE®HRGE FEAST
P it rixsT X FERN MAR GERGES
14 April - 23rd April ~
14 April - 23rd April -
SENIORS DAY & OPEN FOR ST GEORGE FEAST
PRAYING FOR THE SICK Friday 19th April and Saturday 20th April
WITH THE RELICS MASS AND

ADORATION EVENING oo e Ao S

A2 *) X FRIDAY 19TH APRIL 2024 oA
5 Josephine Zeaiter
" € SATURDAY 20TH APRIL 2024 i

WEDNESDAY 17TH APRIL 2024 THURSDAY 18TH APRIL 2024
T1:00AM - SENIORS MASS WITH THE RELICS
EOLLOWED BY LUNCH 6:00PM - MASS AND ST GEORGE

NOVENA

6:00PM - MASS WITH THE RELICS FOR THE
INTENTIONS OF THE SICK
AND ST GEORGE NOVENA

AT A LS S S George Feast week {374
ENRCRTINS e Fruit and Veggies Stall

Saturday 20th April 2024
OPEN ALL DAY .
Church Car Park

FRESH FRUIT AND VEGETABLES mmw“"‘“‘“'

O Ll 5:00PM - 9:00PM
CHURCH CAR PARK

7:30PM - ADORATION EVENING

SATURDAY 20TH APRIL 2024 §

FRIDAY 19TH APRIL

Food ang Dri |
nk ty Sta
6PM MASS AND NOVENA i? . StaHs Piety

Go-Karts gious ADP"*“’

li
\ Re Coffee Van

FOLLOWED BY SPIRITUAL TALK BY ¢
MONSIGNOR MARCELINO YOUSSEF WX
AND BBQ

MONSIGNOR MARCELINO &
e ok ST GE®RGE FEAST ST GE®RGE FEAST

14 April - 23rd April 14 April - 23rd April

warmly invite you to our beloved church to celebrate

ST GEH) RGE FEAST MASS AND SPIRITUAL ST GEORGE
MASS & YOUTHNUAF IS EVENING FEAST DAY

e o g il o s to e e fostistios wl.ding. L Rosary, Prayers, Confession
6»0[&1‘0‘//5 &G music
TUESDAY 23RD APRIL 2024
SUNDAY, APRIL 21ST 2024 MONDAY 22ND APRIL 2024 7:00PM

MASS STARTS AT 6:00PM

FOLLOWED BY OUR 7:00PM HAFLE G:00BKE; MASSAND STGEORGE

NOVENA

SOLEMN FEAST MASS CELEBRATED BY
HIS EXCELLENCY BISHOP
ANTOINE-CHARBEL TARABAY

For any enquiries please contact
Georgina on 0433 550 425 7:30PM - SPIRITUAL EVENING

FOLLOWED BY HRISSI AND
SODALITY SUPPER

W& /ooz 60&;«&4([{& 5(&/4}? fés Wuw? w'/f g/rw CHURCH WILL REMAIN OPEN UNTIL MIDNIGHT



Mass for Patriarch Al Douaihy
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The Committee of the Venerable Patriarch Mar Estephan Al Douaihy in Australia cordially

invites you to a Divine Liturgy celebrated by His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay to

commemorate the 320t Anniversary of his Passing, on Sunday 5 May 2024, at 11:00am at Our
Lady of Lebanon Cathedral, Harris Park.

Following the Liturgy, there will be an unveiling of a statue of Patriarch Al Douaihy. After that,

a documentary about his life will be screened followed by refreshments in the Cathedral Hall.
All are welcome to join us for this special occasion.

Al Douaihy in Australia ) abgeds
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Divine Liturgy on the occasion of the
£ F e : salicdl o VL;‘-_-:L_’
320th Anniversary of his Passing
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at Our Lady of Lebanon Cathedral, Harris Park.

Following the Liturgy, there will be an unveiling of 3 StatiS o
ch Al Douaihy and the screening ¢ ocumentar .xbuul
he Cathedral hall

"Sing the praises of the Lord, you his faithful people:
praise his holy name.” (Psalm 30:4)

I'his is a public invitation.

Vocations Discernment Night

The Maronite Eparchy is holding a
‘H’ Vocations Discernment Night at Our
VOCATIONS Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral in Harris

DI SCERNMEN'I* Park, on Thursday, 18 April 2024.
& The evening will commence with Mass
at 6pm, followed by a talk led by Fr
Michael De Stoop, Rector of the
Seminary of the Good Shepherd.

/

THURSDAY 18TH APRIL 2024
MASS AT 6:00PM

AT OUR LADY OF LEBANON CO-CATHEDRAL

FOLLOWED BY TALK IN THE
MARY MACKILLOP ROOM

LED BY FR MICHAEL DE STOOP
THE RECTOR OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD SEMINARY

All are welcome.




THE INTERFRITH GOUNCIL FOR THE ANNUNCIATION

Invites you to the Annual Celebration of

THE FEAST OF THE ii

AND TO PRAY FOR PEACE N THE WORLD.

ESPECIALLY IN THE HOLY LAND

SUNDAY 21°T APRIL 2024 - 6.30 PM
BEIT MAROUN - 105 THE BOULEVARDE. STRATHFIELD

THIS IS A PUBLIC INVITATION

TO CONFIRM ATTENDANCE. PLEASE CONTACT 02 8831 0000 OR EMAIL BPOFFICE@MARONITE.ORG.AU




Memorial Masses \ Sl aal) L)

Saturday 13th 6om 1 Year Mass for the Late o el Al al a8 S VYl
April 2024 P Anthony Baynie (sl ‘;_UL.‘\ : YoY§ ol
Mass for the Late L & o la - |l
Sunday 14th John and Kharma Sukari, =7 Grasoall o Y€ aaYl

WO 1) q e
April 2024 dam their son Louie, and their 3 S sssl el S ' YoVe ol

son-in-law Joe Maait A e
Mass for the Late Mourad (s pall al 8 )
dam and Badiha Khoudair Juad dan g ) Vi
= 2y Rl
Sunday 21st YY) aaY)
April 2024 . . YaYe ol
11am Mass for the Late oo all dand) pala8 VY e ©
Maroun Joseph Ghaleb e vy sk .

Congratulations to the Newly Baptised: Jude Saouma

Congratulations to the Newly Weds:
George El-Haj and Nicole Khoury
Gabriela Salazar & David Khamis

Parish Financial Updates To receive our eNewsletter

Parish Income (fortnight 18/03/2024 - 14/04/2024) please email
TBA info@stgeorgemcc.org.au

Parish Operations Account Parish Loan Balance S"S':sé':::: :;:;S:i::el
$77,456.62 $433,306.41 Youlube Catholic Church
Donations to support our ongoing Parish mission r.j
can be made at the Parish Office or by internet banking or \
direct debit - (Account Name: St George Maronite Church, ‘like’ us on Facebook
BSB #062-784, Account # 16948504) Follow us on |nstagram

Business Community Corner

Laing -Simmons

For more information on

8 l()lnefl;l()pt

SEALC advertising,
please contact the Parish
Chris Khoudair Pennent Hills BUYING. SELLING RENTIN Office
Principal 100 Yarrara Road, ontact vo 2 ctive Agen 9481 73?8
0405 122 331 | 02 9875 1777 Pennant Hills NSW 2120 274 Pennant Hills Road, Thomleigh or email

chris khoudair @ fsre.com. au Isre.com.au/ pennanthills 9484 0555 info@homefront.com.au info@stgeorgemcc.org.au
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