St George Maronite Catholic Church, Thornleigh

Our Parish

4" Sunday of the Resurrection

Sunday 21° April 2024

The Gospel

John 21: 1-14

After these things Jesus showed himself again
to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he
showed himself in this way. Gathered there
together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the
Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of
Zebedee, and two others of his disciples.
Simon Peter said to them, ‘I am going fishing.’
They said to him, ‘We will go with you.” They
went out and got into the boat, but that night
they caught nothing. Just after daybreak, Jesus
stood on the beach; but the disciples did not
know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to them,
‘Children, you have no fish, have you?” They
answered him, ‘No.” He said to them, ‘Cast the
net to the right side of the boat, and you will
find some.” So they cast it, and now they were
not able to haul it in because there were so many
fish. That disciple whom Jesus loved said to
Peter, ‘It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard
that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for
he was naked, and jumped into the lake. But the
other disciples came in the boat, dragging the
net full of fish, for they were not far from the
land, only about a hundred yards off. When they
had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there,
with fish on it, and bread. Jesus said to them,
‘Bring some of the fish that you have just
caught.” So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled
the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred and
fifty-three of them; and though there were so
many, the net was not torn. Jesus said to them,
‘Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the
disciples dared to ask him, ‘Who are your’
because they knew it was the Lord. Jesus came
and took the bread and gave it to them, and did
the same with the fish. This was now the third
time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he
was raised from the dead.

Season of the
Resurrection

Next Sunday

5th Sunday of the
Resurrection

0ld Testament

Reading
Ezk 34:11-16, 23-25a

Epistle
Eph 2:1-10

Gospel
John 21: 15-19
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Divine Liturgy and Services

Sundays: 9:00am (Arabic), 11:00am (Arabic/English), 6:00pm (English)

Mondays and Tuesdays: 9:00am

Confessions: By Appointment

Wednesdays — Saturdays: 6:00pm
Sick Visits: Contact Clergy or the Parish Office (contact details below)

Parish and Ministry Team and Contact Details

Parish Priest: Msgr Marcelino Youssef 0404 272 272

Deacon: Nagi Dimian 0403 750 613
Administration: Rose Zeaiter and Mary Issa Flynn
Office Hours: Tuesdays and Fridays 9:00am - 5.00pm; Wednesdays and Thursdays 9:00am - 3:00pm
Parish Safeguarding Officers: Margaret Simpson 0408 895 798, George Takchi 0419 651 229
Parish Address: 2 Yarrara Road (Corner Wells Street), Thornleigh, NSW, 2120

Website: www.stgeorgemcc.org.au

Email:

Assistant Parish Priest: Fr Bechara Trad 0403 725 134
Subdeacon: Jason Maait 0415 771 461
Phone: (02) 9481 7388 or 0422 275 199

info@stgeorgemcc.org.au



http://www.stgeorgemcc.org.au/
mailto:info@stgeorgemcc.org.au

Bishops Message
Year of Prayer

4™ Sunday of the Resurrection

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

We are all saddened by the recent acts of violence in NSW
over the past week; such senseless attacks are always to
be condemned. The Maronite Eparchy of Australia
denounces violence in all its forms and expresses deep
concern over the incidents that took place in Bondi
Junction and at Christ the Good Shepherd Church in
Wakeley.

Our hearts are heavy as we think of the victims of the
violence that unfolded at Bondi Junction Westfield
shopping centre last Saturday. We pray for the six victims,
their families, the first responders, all those who
witnessed the senseless violence and all those affected by
this tragedy in any way.

We are also very concerned by the incident in the Church
in Wakeley on Monday evening. As people of faith, we
respect one another’s religions and we must all ensure
that no one feels intimidated when attending their places
of worship. We are reassured that Mar Mari Emmanuel
and all those injured are in stable condition, and we pray
for their complete heahng and recovery.

: " The events of recent
days challenge us all.
This week’s Gospel
reminds us that we
! are also fishermen.
We are also called to
draw people to Christ
and that must be
through our words and actions. During challenging times,
we must be even more prudent about how we speak and
what we share with others, including what we post on
social media. I ask that you be mindful of what you share
in WhatsApp groups, especially given young people in
those groups may be viewing the content.

What we do and say defines us all as Christians and
can inspire others. “Let no evil talk come out of your
mouths, but only what is useful for building up, as
there is need, so that your words may give grace to
those who hear.” - Ephesians 4:29

As a community of fishermen, we must work together to
keep building each other up and remain calm. As citizens
we are responsible for doing our part to help protect the
security and order of this Nation. That includes taking
lawful direction from Police and Government, in order to
help prevent a repeat of what occurred last week. And we
thank them for all they do for us.
[ invite you to join me in continued prayer for everyone
impacted and for all the victims of senseless violence both
in Australia and around the world. Let us also actively
advocate for dialogue and the use of proper channels in
solving problems and differences.
In these weeks of the Glorious Resurrection, let us all
remain calm in the joy of the Risen Lord. Remember that
Our Lord conquered fear and darkness to bring hope and
light. May the love and light of our Lord Jesus Christ guide
our actions as we navigate through these times.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

Reflection of the Week:
“Christ in the Everyday

Life ebbs and flows. We
have our good days and our
bad days. There is time for
work and time for leisure.
Through it all, Christ is with
us, as our Sunday Gospel
passage reminds us.
The disciples continue to
live in despondency after
the death of Jesus. The
reality that Christ is risen
from the dead has not yet
sunk in. So, the disciples return to what is familiar and safe
- their work as fishermen. It is a physically challenging life
and they are at it all night. They are so immersed in their
work and deep in sorrow that they did not realise, ‘day had
already broken’ (v4). Jesus ‘who was standing on the
shore’ was not noticed, until he calls out to them and
engages their hearts and minds. After that we could say, all
was ‘smooth sailing’.
Like the disciples, we need to lift our eyes away from our
inner sorrow to see the horizon where the light of hope
always rises. To simply toil and struggle and drown in our
own sorrow is not God’s intention. Hope comes to us at
each new morning, dawning on us and enlightening our
hearts and minds. We are meant to be people who live
with Christ, the Risen One.
Jesus isn’t meant to be a past memory but alive and part of
our daily working lives, blessing us with abundance and
nurturing us into fullness of life. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn mshf

St George: Soldler of Christ

St George is also known as
Victory  Bringer.  Several ‘
stories have been attached to 2
Saint George, the best known
of which is the Golden
Legend. A dragon lived in a {5
lake near Silena, Libya. Whole
armies had gone up against K&
this fierce creature, and had
gone down in painful defeat. |[EEEEEFSEIIEE
The monster ate two sheep [§¥
each day; when mutton was [
scarce, lots were drawn in
local villages, and maidens g
were substituted for sheep. =
Hearing the story on a day when a princess was to be eaten,
he crossed himself, rode to battle against the serpent, and
killed it with a single blow with his lance. George then held
forth with a magnificent sermon, and converted the locals.
Given a large reward by the king, George distributed it to the
poor, and then rode away. Due to his chivalrous behaviour,
devotion to Saint George became popular in the Europe after
the 10th century. In the 15th century his feast day was as
popular and important as Christmas.

Many of his areas of patronage have to do with life as a knight
on horseback. St George was tortured and beheaded in the
year c.304 in Lydda, Palestine.



http://www.catholic-forum.com/saints/golden000.htm
http://www.catholic-forum.com/saints/golden000.htm
http://www.catholic-forum.com/saints/pst01019.htm
http://www.catholic-forum.com/saints/pst00867.htm
http://www.catholic-forum.com/saints/pst00867.htm
http://www.catholic-forum.com/saints/pst00582.htm
http://www.catholic-forum.com/saints/pst00408.htm
http://www.catholic-forum.com/saints/pst00570.htm
http://www.catholic-forum.com/saints/pst00142.htm
http://www.catholic-forum.com/saints/pst00266.htm
http://www.catholic-forum.com/saints/time0010.htm
http://www.catholic-forum.com/saints/time0015.htm
http://www.catholic-forum.com/saints/pst00726.htm
http://www.catholic-forum.com/saints/pst00808.htm
http://www.catholic-forum.com/saints/time0004.htm
http://www.catholic-forum.com/saints/pst00869.htm

Parish News and Upcoming Events

GO ZKARTS ~
ENTERTAINMENT
KID'S ZONE
PIETY STORE

FOOD AND DRINK
* DESSERT'STALLS . -
COFFEE VAN
RELIGIOUS APPARELS

KNIGHT MARKETS

A .

ST GE¥HRGE FEAST
14 April - 23rd April

ST GEORGE
FEAST DAY

TUESDAY 23RD APRIL 2024
7:00PM

SOLEMN FEAST MASS CELEBRATED BY
HIS EXCELLENCY BISHOP
ANTOINE-CHARBEL TARABAY

FOLLOWED BY HRISSI AND
SODALITY SUPPER

@

Month of May
Month of Mary

VISITATION
OF MARY TO
Your HoME

For bookings,
please register
your details at the
Church Door or
contact the Parish
Office

ST GEORGE
PLAYGROUP

Chily EVERY FRIDAY
OSyeen.  10am - 12pm
% during school term

Mary 0422 871197

(RS

= ALL WELCOME
‘ ¥ ,( For more information,
. please contact

MONSIGNOR MARCELINO &
ST GEORGE YOUTH COMMITTEE

warmly invite you to our beloved church to celebrate

ST GB®® RGE FEAST

MASS & YOUTHSSH A F CE
We ZorwJ/rw w/gm ws b> »a? t. festuwilies wu/woz/?
6»15&//5 &G music

SUNDAY, APRIL 21ST 2024

MASS STARTS AT 6:00PM
FOLLOWED BY OUR 7:00PM HAFLE

For any enquiries please contact
Georgina on 0433 550 425

M)b /wg 6o¢wwog fo sém'/? f 4}5 l/ybru'/? wif( ﬁ/rw

Divine Liturgy on the occasion of the

320th Anniversary of his Passing

on Sunday 5§ May 2024 at 11:00am
at Our Lady of Lebanon Cathedral, Harris Park.

ROSAKRY ai.("'lf

MONDAY’S7:30PM ‘?

ST GE®YRGE FEAST
14 April - 23rd April

MASS AND SPIRITUAL
EVENING

Rosary, Prayers, Confession

MONDAY 22ND APRIL 2024

6:00PM - MASS AND ST GEORGE
NOVENA

7:30PM - SPIRITUAL EVENING

CHURCH WILL REMAIN OPEN UNTIL MIDNIGHT

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT MARONITE.ORG.AU

: 2 HP\I
A PILGRIMAGE FOR THE BEATIFICATION OF
THE VENERABLE ESTEPHAN EL DOUAIHY

The tour is under the
Patronage is
Excellency ne-
Charbel Tarabay, and in

=
IGS CLOSE 21 JUNE 2024
COST FOR PILGRIMAGE
n twin share) - $9,500
gle room) - $11,590
*T&C's Apply

//] A\
FERSAN 2024
COMMENCING
FRIDAY 3RD MAY
4-5.30PM

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT 0406997100

DONATIONS
NEEDED FOR
MONTHLY
FOOD RUNS

MEAL ITEMS SUCH AS:
Sandwiches, Fruit, Hot
Meals, Cakes, Bread

For more information
please contact:

Ann-Marie Boumerhe
0420 309677
George Takchi
0419 651 229

If anyone is interested in joining the

Seniors Program or volunteering, please

contact:
Zaride 0417 427 661
Josephine 0426 239 129

JOIN OUR
WHATSAPP GROUP




Memorial Masses \ Sl aal) L)

9am Mass for the Late Mourad (e s pall (pulod q -,
Sunday 21st and Badiha Khoudair had daadg Al e : Yy aaY!
April 2024 am Mass for the Late o all 2ol ulad S YoYe sl
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Monday 22nd Funeral Mass for the Late T . YY oaiy
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April 2024 Milia and Michelle Julas bibe ¢5 32 YovE Gl
Sunday 28th 11am Mass for the Late Youssef Chas 53 o9 pall (ula8 VY e YA 2

April 2024 Salim Nakhle Daoud 2l Ja5 sl . YeYe olas

Parish Financial Updates To receive our eNewsletter
Parish Income (fortnight 18/03/2024 - 21/04/2024) please email
TBA info@stgeorgemcc.org.au
. . . Subscribe to our Channel
Parish Operations Account Parish Loan Balance .
St George Maronite
Donations to support our ongoing Parish mission @
can be made at the Parish Office or by internet banking or
direct debit - (Account Name: St George Maronite Church, "like’ us on Facebook
BSB #062'784, Account # 16948504) Follow us on |nstagram

Business Community Corner

Live, Experience. Enjoy

For more information on

Laing -Simmons

advertising,
please contact the Parish
Chris Khoudair Pennent Hills BUYING. SELLING or RENTING Office
Principal Pt ) WY 9481 7388
100YarraraRoa§. . ont “.‘~p- “-'MI'“"'-N_' n]r‘v« 2 h e or email
0405 122 331 | 02 9875 1777 Pennant Hills NSW 2120  ‘ s Road, Thomielg info@stgeorgemcc.org.au
chris khoudair@fsre.com au Isre.com.au/ pennanthills 9484 0555 info@homefront.com.au
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Q 1500 Old Northern Rd |, Dural ® (U2) 8315 Doy


mailto:info@stgeorgemcc.org.au
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgY0HhqZvsmWTrUht2gy-MQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgY0HhqZvsmWTrUht2gy-MQ
mailto:info@stgeorgemcc.org.au

