St George Maronite Catholic Church, Thornleigh

Our Parish

6" Sunday of the Resurrection

Sunday 5" May 2024

The Gospel
Luke 24: 36-48

While they were talking about this, Jesus
himself stood among them and said to
them, ‘Peace be with you.” They were
startled and terrified, and thought that
they were seeing a ghost. He said to
them, ‘Why are you frightened, and why
do doubts arise in your hearts? Look at
my hands and my feet; see that it is I
myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost
does not have flesh and bones as you see
that I have.” And when he had said this,
he showed them his hands and his feet.
While in their joy they were disbelieving
and still wondering, he said to them,
‘Have you anything here to eat?” They
gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he
took it and ate in their presence. Then he
said to them, ‘These are my words that I
spoke to you while I was still with you
that everything written about me in the
law of Moses, the prophets, and the
psalms must be fulfilled” Then he
opened their minds to understand the
scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it
is written, that the Messiah is to suffer
and to rise from the dead on the third
day, and that repentance and forgiveness
of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to
all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.
You are witnesses of these things.

Season of the
Resurrection

Next Sunday

7th Sunday of the
Resurrection

0Old Testament
Reading
Lev19:1-2,11-18

Epistle
Eph 1: 15-23

Gospel
John 13: 31-35
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Divine Liturgy and Services

Sundays: 9:00am (Arabic), 11:00am (Arabic/English), 6:00pm (English)

Mondays and Tuesdays: 9:00am

Confessions: By Appointment

Wednesdays — Saturdays: 6:00pm
Sick Visits: Contact Clergy or the Parish Office (contact details below)

Parish and Ministry Team and Contact Details

Parish Priest: Msgr Marcelino Youssef 0404 272 272

Deacon: Nagi Dimian 0403 750 613
Administration: Rose Zeaiter and Mary Issa Flynn
Office Hours: Tuesdays and Fridays 9:00am - 5.00pm; Wednesdays and Thursdays 9:00am - 3:00pm
Parish Safeguarding Officers: Margaret Simpson 0408 895 798, George Takchi 0419 651 229
Parish Address: 2 Yarrara Road (Corner Wells Street), Thornleigh, NSW, 2120

Website: www.stgeorgemcc.org.au

Assistant Parish Priest: Fr Bechara Trad 0403 725 134
Subdeacon: Jason Maait 0415 771 461
Phone: (02) 9481 7388 or 0422 275 199

Email: info@stgeorgemcc.org.au



http://www.stgeorgemcc.org.au/
mailto:info@stgeorgemcc.org.au

Bishops Message
Year of Prayer

6™ Sunday of the Resurrection

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
As we gather on this first Sunday of May, the Maronite
Church celebrates the Feast of Our Lady of Lebanon,
patroness of Lebanon. In our prayers, we entrust to her
maternal care our beloved Lebanon which continues to
endure challenges and tribulations.
The Church is the assembly of saints and we believe in the
communion of saints. The source of all this is the love of
God who leads His people to form in Christ one holy
family, the Church. This takes a special meaning for us as
we celebrate this Sunday the upcoming beatification of the
Venerable Patriarch Estephan El Douaihy, almost 320
years after his death on the third of May 1704.
In the Catholic Church, the death of a holy person is
remembered as their “spiritual birthday” and usually
becomes their feast day, because it is on that day they are
born to eternal life. We pray that this great Patriarch will
eventually be canonised as a saint of the Church: a model
of holy living for all Christians.
Patriarch El Douaihy is the first Maronite patriarch to be
beatified. He is known as “the memory of the Maronite
Church” because he, more than anyone else, made a
determined effort to gather the history of our Maronite
liturgy, spirituality, and history that were already being
lost. His dedication ensured the continuity and
preservation of our Maronite faith.
When still a bishop, he approved the process of the
formation of the monastic orders in Lebanon. He gave his
blessing to the efforts of three men from Aleppo, efforts
which have since blossomed into the Lebanese Maronite
Order and also the Marian Order of Monks.
Patriarch El Douaihy can be described as a "hero in the
school of holiness." Despite facing daunting challenges, such
as travelling Lebanon on foot to evade persecution,
navigating treacherous terrain of hills and rocks, he
remained steadfast in his leadership, faith and determination.
His spirit and teachings endure, and his prayers continue
to accompany us, children of the Maronite Church. He is
ever-present in our Divine Liturgy, in Lebanon's history
and the broader history of the Church.
The Maronite Church worldwide celebrates with joy his
upcoming beatification. In Australia, our community
joyfully commemorates the life and spiritual legacy of
Patriarch El Douaihy with a celebration on Sunday and the
unveiling of his statue at Our Lady of Lebanon Co-
Cathedral (Harris Park).
We pray to the Lord, through the intercession of Our Lady
of Lebanon, to bless us with more men and women of
holiness from within our midst. May they guide us along
the path of sanctity and support us with their prayers.
[ wish you a blessed week!

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
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Reflection of the Week:

“Understand Scripture”

The resurrected Jesus makes another appearance in this
Sunday’s Gospel passage but once again we read of the
disciples’ doubts and their struggle to believe. What does it
take to believe in Christ?
Jesus does a number of things in his appearance to the
disciples. Firstly, he makes a sudden appearance among
them. Secondly, he offers them peace. However, these two
efforts only ‘startled and terrified’ the disciples.
On the third, fourth and fifth attempts, Jesus talks to the
disciples, shows them the scars and his hands and feet as
evidence of the crucifixion and even invites them to touch
his hands and feet. The disciples’ response was that they
were ‘disbelieving and still wondering’ (v41).
So, on the sixth attempt Jesus eats broiled fish before their
very eyes. It doesn’t seem to have convinced them for Jesus
then makes a seventh attempt. Jesus ‘opened their minds to
understand the Scriptures’ (v45). After that he promises
them the gift of the Holy Spirit. So, what does it all mean?
Christ is always with us, whether we believe it or not.
Christ offers us endless opportunities to come to
knowledge of God. It is our willingness to see, hear and
engage that will determine our depth of faith. What is most
important is that we read and understand Scripture. Belief
without engaging in the Bible, lacks depth. We need to
constantly hear God’s word, written down, for believers to
deepen their faith generation after generation. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn mshf
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Parish News and Upcomlng Events

@

Month of May
Month of Mary
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L | MONDAVY’S 7.30PM ; 4-5.30PM

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT 0406997100

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT MARONITE.ORG.AU ST
A PILGRIMAGE FOR THEB&\*}KATION OF GEORGE
THE VENERABLE ESTEPHAN EL DOUAIHY PLAYGROUP
Chirg EVERY FRIDAY
Syeen.  10am - 12pm
- during school term
= ALL WELCOME
‘ v ’{ For more information,
2 please contact

Mary 0422 871197

The tour is under the
Patronage of His
ncy Antoine-
el Tarabay, and in
e company of tour
chaplain Father Sam
Wehbe.

! A ORATION OF THE
EUCHARIST
{ & Every Thursday @ 7:30pm

Confession Available

v 3
KINGS CLOSE 21 JUNE 2024
COST FOR PILGRIMAGE
on twin share) - $9,500

ingle room) - $11,590
*T&C's Apply

MARO

Divine Liturgy on the occasion of the

DONATIONS
NEEDED FOR
MONTHLY
FOOD RUNS

320th Anniversary of his Passing

MEAL ITEMS SUCH AS:
Sandwiches, Fruit, Hot

P rog ra m Wed nesd ays Meals, Cakes, Bread
9:00am - 4:00pm For more information
please contact:

If anyone is interested in joining the Ann-Marie Boumerhe
P : 0420309677
Seniors Program or volunteering, please > " .y George Takchi

contact: 1 4 ] 0419 651 229
Zaride 0417 427 661 JOIN OUR

Josephine 0426 239 129 < WHATSAPP GROUP

on Sunday 5 May 2024 at 11:00am

at Our Lady of Lebanon Cathedral, Harris Park. | < g ii=

Congratulations to the new Youth
Leadership Team:

Coordinator: David Nammour
Vice Coordinator: Dominique Hassarati
Secretary: Carmen Maatouk
Treasurer: Ronnie Farhart
Events Coordinator: Veronica Sarkis
Spiritual Coordinator: Charbel Takchi
Social Media Coordinator: Larissa Khedair
Executive Advisor: Georgina Simpson

Thank you to our previous leadership team
for their service and work and we look
forward to working with our new team.




Memorial Masses Sl aal) L)

Sunday 5th 11am 1 year Mass for the Late dasa all Aaid) pula8 VY e © Yl
May 2024 Mania Hanna Sarkis Boumerhe | e g (oS jus Us 4334 ' YoYe Ul

Monday 6th 10:30am Funeral for the Late Sam 3 grasa jtans o g pall (80 N 1Y)
May 2024 ' Massoud Nehme Aouchan QL e dand : YoYU
Friday 10th 6om 40th Mass for the Late psaall £0 ulad 1o Vo dxaall
May 2024 P Said Sarkis S pas damas ' YoYs U

Sunday 12th _ _ da s yall ulad VY sl
YY fen .
May 2024 11am Mass for the Late Marie Nassif i (5 e : Yove

Congratulations to the newly Christened: Grace Waffika Khamis

Parish Financial Updates To receive our eNewsletter

please email
$47,479.96 info@stgeorgemcc.org.au

Parish Operations Account Parish Loan Balance Subscribe to our Channel
$94,560.23 $400,281.73 St George Maronite
Please note the Parish has made a payment of $30,000 towards the YouTube Catholic Church
loan this week.
Donations to support our ongoing Parish mission n r@
can be made at the Parish Office or by internet banking or
direct debit - (Account Name: St George Maronite Church, 'like’ us on Facebook
BSB #062-784, Account # 16948504) Follow us on |nstagram

Business Community Corner

: ﬁ NORTHLAND

NE Live. Experience. Enjoy.

Chris Khoudair Pennant Hills BUYING, SELLING

Principal 100 Yarrara Road, Contact your local active /

0405 122 331| 02 9875 1777 Pennant Hills NSW 2120 274 Pennant Hills Road, Thomnleigh

chris khoudair @ sre.com au Isre.com.au/ pennanthills 9484 0555 info@homefront.com.au

ETERNITY LASER &
AESTHETICS ()
i \‘E. {4 o Lawr Hasr Removal B
. o HydmFacisl
* Casmenc Injectables
o ISClinical Skin Care
o Skin Needling

o Eyclabi Extetiionm

EXOTIC NURSERIES

o\l,\n'-t'
& LANDSCAPING

Q 17500 Old Northern Rd |, Dural ® (U2) 8315 a2

For more information on advertising, please contact the Parish Office 9481 7388

or email info@stgeorgemcc.org.au



mailto:info@stgeorgemcc.org.au
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgY0HhqZvsmWTrUht2gy-MQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgY0HhqZvsmWTrUht2gy-MQ
mailto:info@stgeorgemcc.org.au

