St George Maronite Catholic Church, Thornleigh

Our Parish

Sunday 9" June 2024

The Gospel

Luke 10: 21-24
At that same hour Jesus rejoiced

in the Holy Spirit and said, ‘I
Father, Lord of

heaven and earth, because you

thank you,

have hidden these things from the
wise and the intelligent and have
revealed them to infants; yes,
Father, for such was your
gracious will. All things have been
handed over to me by my Father;
and no one knows who the Son is
except the Father, or who the
Father is except the Son and
anyone to whom the Son chooses
to reveal him.” Then turning to
the disciples, Jesus said to them
privately, ‘Blessed are the eyes
that see what you see! For I tell
you that many prophets and kings
desired to see what you see, but
did not see it, and to hear what

you hear, but did not hear it.’

4" Sunday of Pentecost

Season of
Pentecost

Next Sunday

5th Sunday of
Pentecost

0Old Testament

Reading
Exod 1: 1-7

Epistle
Phil 3: 7-14

Gospel
Matt 10: 1-7
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Divine Liturgy and Services

Sundays: 9:00am (Arabic), 11:00am (Arabic/English), 6:00pm (English)

Mondays and Tuesdays: 9:00am

Confessions: By Appointment

Wednesdays — Saturdays: 6:00pm
Sick Visits: Contact Clergy or the Parish Office (contact details below)

Parish and Ministry Team and Contact Details

Parish Priest: Msgr Marcelino Youssef 0404 272 272

Deacon: Nagi Dimian 0403 750 613
Administration: Rose Zeaiter and Mary Issa Flynn
Office Hours: Tuesdays and Fridays 9:00am - 5.00pm; Wednesdays and Thursdays 9:00am - 3:00pm
Parish Safeguarding Officers: Margaret Simpson 0408 895 798, George Takchi 0419 651 229
Parish Address: 2 Yarrara Road (Corner Wells Street), Thornleigh, NSW, 2120

Website: www.stgeorgemcc.org.au Email: info@stgeorgemcc.org.au

Assistant Parish Priest: Fr Bechara Trad 0403 725 134
Subdeacon: Jason Maait 0415 771 461
Phone: (02) 9481 7388 or 0422 275 199



http://www.stgeorgemcc.org.au/
mailto:info@stgeorgemcc.org.au

Bishops Message
Year of Prayer

4™ Sunday of Pentecost

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Our readings in the Maronite Church this week guide us to
reflect on the gift of wisdom, a theme woven throughout
our readings and Gospel for this Sunday.

In the Old Testament reading from the Book of Wisdom
(7:7-14), we are reminded of the incomparable value of
wisdom, which surpasses all material possessions. As
Solomon reflects on the gift of wisdom, he acknowledges
its worth as more precious than any earthly treasure and
paints a beautiful portrait of divine wisdom.

St. Paul echoes this sentiment in his First Letter to the
Corinthians, where he speaks of the "wisdom of God" that
is revealed to those who are open to the guidance of the
Holy Spirit (1 Cor 2:11-16). This wisdom is not the wisdom
of the world, which is often fleeting and self-serving, but a
wisdom that leads us to the very heart of God's plan for
our salvation. It is through the Spirit that we gain some
understanding to the mind of Christ, allowing us to discern
and understand the mysteries of God's kingdom.

In the Gospel according to Luke (10:21-24), Jesus reveals
that this wisdom has been revealed to the "little ones"
those who approach God with humility and trust, rather
than relying on their own intellect or status. As Pope
Francis reminds us, our task is not to "possess the key to
understanding” the mystery of God's will, but to "perceive
the call of God and then to do his will" (4 September 2016).
So, what do these readings teach us today in this Season of
Pentecost? They invite us to seek after the wisdom of God,
the gift of the Holy Spirit, with fervent hearts, knowing that
it surpasses all earthly treasures. The Holy Spirit plays the
most important role in guiding us into the depths of God's
truth, but this knowledge is not reserved for the elite or the
educated alone. On the contrary, Jesus tells us that these are
hidden from the learned and revealed to those who
approach God with the humility and simplicity of a child.

As we reflect on these readings this Sunday, let us pray for
the grace to embrace the wisdom of God and allow it to
transform us, not for our own glory but for the honour and
glory of the One who is the source of all true wisdom.

Feast of St Aquilina of Jbeil
This week, on the 13t of June, we celebrate the feast of a
saint who displayed wisdom and courage at a very young
age: St Aquilina of Jbeil.
According to the research of Ms. Guita Hourani, Chairperson
of the Maronite Research Institute, Aquilina lived in the
ancient city of Jbeil (Byblos) during the years 281-293 A.D.
Baptised by Bishop Evthalios, she was martyred at the age
of 12 for her refusal to renounce Christianity and offer
sacrifices to pagan gods. She was buried in Byblos.
In the early Church, the process of canonisation was less
formal, often relying on popular acclaim and recognition
by local bishops. Aquilina's sanctity was widely
acknowledged, and news of her holiness spread
throughout the region and reached Constantinople. Her
martyrdom was seen as a testament to her heroic virtue
and fidelity to Christ. We seek her intercession and
prayers to remain strong and steadfast in our faith.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

Reflection of the Week:
“The Joy of Faith”

Our Sunday Gospel passage has Jesus in a good mood
stating, ‘Jesus rejoiced’ (v21). What has made him so
happy? It is the fact that the disciples had returned from
mission and were overwhelmed by the positive acceptance
of what they had to say.

Jesus rejoices not because of so many converts. It is never
about competition, numbers or popularity. Rather, he
states, his joy is because God has ‘hidden these things from
the wise and intelligent and have revealed them to infants’
(v21). What an odd thing to say or be joyful about
However, there is a great depth to this.

Faith or belief is meant to be simple. It is not meant to be
complicated or reserved for the elite. Belief is a free offering
of grace on behalf of God. It is Good News that each person
is invited to accept and be part of. Wanting to know God is a
simple possibility for one and all. Jesus came to make God
accessible to all. A God who is warmly inclusive. Why?
Because we all need to know love and be loved.

Jesus does not want faith in God to be exclusive or difficult.
It is for the very ones who have need of God, who cannot
compete with greater people. God is here, present, ready
to walk with us in life’s challenges, if only we would allow
God to. That is God’s joy and it gives hope to each one of
us. Amen Sr Margaret Ghosn mshf

Blessed are the eyes that see

gt what you see.
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Parish News and Upcoming Events

TUESDAY 25TH JUNE 2024
MASS AT 6PM

AT OUR LADY OF LEBANON CO-CATHEDRAL

FOLLOWED BY TALK IN THE
MARY MCKILLOP ROOM

LED BY FATHER ELIAH ABBOUD

ST GEORGE
PLAYGROUP

Chity EVERY FRIDAY
*Siegr,  10am-12pm

EVERY
THURSDAY

7.30PM-8.30PM ADORATION OF THE

EUCHARIST
'& Every Thursday @ 7:30pm

Confession Available

If anyone is interested in joining the NI Y 0
Seniors Program or volunteering, please

contact: For enquiries, call or text Subdeacon Charbel Mourani on 0410 343 233

Zaride 0417 427 661

Josephine 0426 239 129

during school term
= ALL WELCOME

¥ %, For more information,
R please contact

Mary 0422 871197

a
P

‘L AN INTRODUCTION
[ O THE MARONITE CATHOLIC FAITH]
‘r A
k/‘ 17June  God's Purpose for You
24June  Belief and Faith
01July  The Most Holy Trinity
() I )} 1}' ‘J am 08July  Our Lord Jesus Christ
) J ( ) 15July  Our Lord's Life, Death and Purpose
oot 223uly  The Holy Spirit
' M M U N | O N 293uly  The One, Holy, Catholic & Apostolic Church
05August  Scripture and Tradition
12 August  Our Lady Part |
(ﬁ/)((/’(/f >//( //(/// //// /(///( e /////// VMUZUSV OurLadiPar(ll
26 August  Prayer
Acourse that explores the teachings of the Catholic Church for 02September Virttue andSin
those desiring to deepen their understanding of the faith or for
adults seeking the Sacrament of Baptism 09 September  The Ten Commandments
16 September  The Teachings of the Lord
23 September  The Sacrament of Confession
6 30 September  The Sacraments of Baptism and Chrismation
° 07 October  The Eucharist
14 October  The Sacrament of Marriage
2] October  The Maronite Saints
28 October  Catholic Social Teaching
04 November  The Divine Liturgy - The Qurbono
1 November Q&A Night!
or email faithformation@maronite.org.au
To register, go to tinyurl.com/MaroniteCTC
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Saturday 8th 60m Late Farid Budwa Zeaiter and | 5% 28 o gs yall ()8 T A Sl
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Sunday 16th 11am 40th Mass for the Late ponall £ (g VY o Vs
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 ParishFinancialUpdates =~ Toreceive our eNewsletter
Parish Income (fortnight 27/05/2024 - 09/06/2024) please email

$7,257.30 info@stgeorgemcc.org.au
Parish Operations Account Parish Loan Balance Subscribe to ourChannel
St George Maronite
$86,664.73 $389,547.52 Youlube Catholic Church
Donations to support our ongoing Parish mission @
can be made at the Parish Office or by internet banking or
direct debit - (Account Name: St George Maronite Church, ‘like’ us on Facebook
BSB #062-784, Account # 16948504) Follow us on |nstagram

Business Community Corner

Live. Experience. Enjoy.

Chris Khoudair Pennant Hills BUYING, SELLING

Principa! 100 Yarrara Road, Lontact your locail active 4

0405 122 331 02 9875 1777 Pennant Hills NSW 2120 74 Pennant Hikks Road, Thomiwigh

chris khoudair@ fsre.com au Isre.com.au/ pennanthills 9484 0555 info@homefront.com.au

ETERNITY LASER &
AESTHETICS
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o Skin Needls W
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EXOTIC NURSERIES et

s Waving

8 LANDSCAPING ;
Q 1/500 Old Northern Rd |, Daral ®) (U2) 8315 Qavl

‘ ’ y ‘ v l For more information on advertising, please contact the
J 1 A /) Parish Office 9481 7388 or email info@stgeorgemcc.org.au
~\ N



mailto:info@stgeorgemcc.org.au
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