St George Maronite Catholic Church, Thornleigh

Our Parish

10" Sunday of Pentecost and Feast of St Charbel

Sunday 21° July 2024

The Gospel

Matt 13: 36-43
Jesus left the crowds and went into

the And his disciples
approached him, saying, ‘Explain
to us the parable of the weeds of
the field.” He answered, “The one
who sows the good seed is the Son
of Man; the field is the wortld, and
the good seed are the children of
the kingdom; the weeds are the
children of the evil one, and the
enemy who sowed them is the
devil; the harvest is the end of the
age, and the reapers are angels. Just
as the weeds are collected and
burned up with fire, so will it be at
the end of the age. The Son of
Man will send his angels, and they
will collect out of his kingdom all
causes of sin and all evildoers, and
they will throw them into the
furnace of fire, where there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.
Then the righteous will shine like
the sun in the kingdom of their
Father. Let anyone with ears listen!

house.

Season of
Pentecost

Next Sunday

11th Sunday of
Pentecost
0ld Testament
Reading
Ezk 18:1,21-23,27-28

Epistle
Eph 2: 17-22

Gospel
Luke 19: 1-10
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Divine Liturgy and Services

Sundays: 9:00am (Arabic), 11:00am (Arabic/English), 6:00pm (English)

Mondays and Tuesdays: 9:00am

Confessions: By Appointment

Wednesdays — Saturdays: 6:00pm
Sick Visits: Contact Clergy or the Parish Office (contact details below)

Parish and Ministry Team and Contact Details

Parish Priest: Msgr Marcelino Youssef 0404 272 272

Deacon: Nagi Dimian 0403 750 613
Administration: Rose Zeaiter and Mary Issa Flynn
Office Hours: Tuesdays and Fridays 9:00am - 5.00pm; Wednesdays and Thursdays 9:00am - 3:00pm
Parish Safeguarding Officers: Margaret Simpson 0408 895 798, George Takchi 0419 651 229
Parish Address: 2 Yarrara Road (Corner Wells Street), Thornleigh, NSW, 2120

Website: www.stgeorgemcc.org.au

Email:

Assistant Parish Priest: Fr Bechara Trad 0403 725 134
Subdeacon: Jason Maait 0415 771 461
Phone: (02) 9481 7388 or 0422 275 199

info@stgeorgemcc.org.au



http://www.stgeorgemcc.org.au/
mailto:info@stgeorgemcc.org.au

Bishops Message
Year of Prayer

10" Sunday of Pentecost
Feast of St Charbel

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
This Sunday, we celebrate the feast of Saint Charbel, a
heavenly gift to us and a gift from the Maronite Church to
the world. This humble monk, born in Bekaakafra in 1828,
has become a beacon of faith for millions. On this feast, let
us strive to emulate Saint Charbel and aim to be people of
action, not just words, and in the face of challenges and
difficulties, live with renewed trust in God, as he did.
Maronites in Australia have a great love and devotion for
Saint Charbel, with three parishes dedicated to him:
Punchbowl NSW, Greenvale VIC, and East Cannington WA.
He is our constant companion as we live far from our
homeland. He is our example of living our Maronite
spirituality, having entered the Lebanese Maronite Order,
walked the path of perfection to God, and become an
exemplary monk, holy priest and hermit.
Despite living a life of simplicity and poverty, Saint Charbel
left us a wealth of spiritual blessings and grace. In his
silence, he spoke volumes. In his humility, he gave witness
to the immensity of the union between humanity and the
divine.
Saint Charbel stands as a paradox—a man of humble
means, yet possessing extraordinary greatness. His
miraculous interventions, spanning continents and
cultures, have touched the lives of countless individuals.
Saint Charbel brings healing to both body and soul. From
South America, where locals believe him to be a native, to
North America, across Africa, and from the coasts of
Europe to the farthest reaches of China, this great saint,
buried on a small mountain in Annaya, has become a
wonder worker. He is an image of faith, a man of prayer, a
man for all faiths, and for people of no faith.
We pray that the feast of Saint Charbel be also a source of
renewed hope for Lebanon and its people. Throughout our
history, we see that as our people reach the brink of
despair and frustration, the hand of God, through the
intercession of the saints, lifts us and rescues us. May
God’s love and mercy, through the intercession of Saint
Charbel, grant security, peace and stability to Lebanon.
On this blessed feast, many non-Lebanese and non-
Christians around the world join us in prayer. Thousands
will make pilgrimages to monasteries and churches
dedicated to Saint Charbel, especially in Annaya and
Bekaakafra, to seek his prayers and intercession. May
these prayers rise like incense and be pleasing to the Lord,
as the Psalmist says, "Let my prayer be counted as incense
before you..." (Psalm 141:2). As we light candles and offer
our prayers, we are reminded of Saint Charbel's
communion with God inspiring us to seek a closer
relationship with the Divine.
We raise a prayer of thanksgiving to God for the grace of
holiness in our church. We thank Him for our great saint,
Saint Charbel, the shining example in our journey on this
earth.
A blessed feast day to all!

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

Reflection of the Week:
“Feast of St Charbel”

Jesus’ parable teaches us patience lest we judge before the
time is right. Jesus also warns that there is an enemy who
seeks to destroy the good seed of his word before it can
bear fruit. Both good and evil can be sown in our hearts
like tiny seeds which germinate, and in due time yield a
harvest of good or bad fruit. We must stand guard lest evil
take root in our hearts and corrupt us.

In the Day of Judgment each will reap what he or she has
sown in this life. Those who sow good will shine in the
kingdom of their Father. They will radiate with the beauty,
joy, and fullness of God’s love.

Joseph Makhlouf was born in 1828 at Beqa-Kafra,
Lebanon. His family lived a strong faith, were attentive to
the Divine Liturgy, and had a great devotion to Mary. At
the age of 23, Charbel left his family to enter the Lebanese-
Maronite Monastery at Mayfouk.

Following studies and perpetual profession at St. Cyprian de
Kfifane Monastery, he was ordained in 1859. For the next
seven years, Charbel lived in Annaya. After that he spent the
next 23 years in complete solitude at Sts. Peter and Paul
Hermitage near Annaya. He died on Christmas Eve, 1898.
Charbel had a reputation for his austerity, penances,
obedience & chastity. Charbel was gifted with levitations
during prayer, and he had great devotion to the Eucharist.
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Parish News and Upcoming Events
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“Give me an army saying the
Rosary and t will conquer the
world.” - Blessed Pope Pius IX.

CREED TO COMMUNION SERIES:

DISCOVERING THE HEART OF THE CATHOLIC FAITH

JUBILEE OF YOUNG PEOPLE

j ” D PARIS | LOURDES | ROME ‘6 DAYS) SAN GIOVANNI ROTONDO

CASCIA | ASSISI FLOREN E | PADUA | VENICE
23 JULY - 10 AUGUST 2025

OPTIONAL TOUR | MEDJUGORIE | 5 DAYS

MARONITE YOUTH DIOCESAN COUNCIL PRESENTS
ONE MILLION YOUNG PEOPLE
ONE HOPE IN JESUS CHRIST
ONE PILGRIMAGE OF HOPE
COME JOIN US

SCAN THE QR TO REGISTER YOUR INTEREST
FOR FURTHER ENQUIRIES, EMAIL TINA AT TINASALAME@HOTMAIL.COM
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DONATIONS
NEEDED FOR
MONTHLY
FOOD RUNS

MEAL ITEMS SUCH AS:
Sandwiches, Fruit, Hot
Meals, Cakes, Bread

For more information s = = 7 . y 4k
AN b i e : ADORATION OF THE

0420 309677
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JOIN OUR |5 Every Thursday @ 7:30pm
WHATSAPP GROUP Confession Available

-

ST GECRGE
PLAYGROUP

EVERY FRIDAY
10am - 12pm
during school term

ALL WELCOME

A% e

please contact
i)

Mary D422 BT 15'_!'

THY., HOLY SPIRIT e

Program T
PRESENTED BY MONSIGNOR SHORA MAREE L:00arm < 4:00pro

MONDAY | 22 JULY 2024 AT 7:30PM

NO REGISTRATION REQUIRED

Seniors Program or volunteering, please

If anyone is interested in joining the
LOCATION: OLOL COMMUNITY YOUTH AND PASTORAL CENTRE [ i%
o)

Zaride 0417 427 661
Josephine 0426 239 129
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Parish Financial Updates To receive our eNewsletter

Parish Income (fortnight 08/07/2024 - 21/07/2024) please email
$10,978.80 info@stgeorgemcc.org.au
Parish Operations Account Parish Loan Balance Subscribe to ourCha.nnel
St George Maronite
$88,105.03 $386,192.57 Youlube Catholic Church
Donations to support our ongoing Parish mission r.j
can be made at the Parish Office or by internet banking or I i l \ )
direct debit - (Account Name: St George Maronite Church, 'like’ us on Facebook
BSB #062-784, Account # 16948504) Follow us on Instagram

Business Community Corner
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Chris Khoudair Pennant Hills BUYING, SELLING
Princips! 100 Yarrara Road), ontact your local active
0405 122 331| 02 9875 1777 Pennant Hills NSW 2120 274 Pennant Hills Road, Thomleigh
chris khoudair@ sre.com.au Isre.com.au/ pennanthills 9484 0555 info@homefront.com.au

ETERNITY LASER &
AESTHETICS
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{ S Te MONEY
e ISNClinical Skin Care
e Skin Needls 04N T2 4N
e Eyclabli Extenvions smnsn HEFAIH : ;
o Evet 2 trent@capitalisemoney.com.au
s Wfisde www.capitalisemoney.com.au

@ 1/500 Old Northern Rd . Dural © (02) 5315 0692 Business Advisory | Commercial Finance | Home Loans

For more information on advertising,

please contact the Parish Office 9481 7388
or email info@stgeorgemcc.org.au
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