St George Maronite Catholic Church, Thornleigh

ur Parish

Sunday 14" July 2024

The Gospel
Luke 4: 14-21
Then Jesus, filled with the power of

the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a
report about him spread through all
the surrounding country. He began
to teach in their synagogues and was
praised by everyone. When he came
to Nazareth, where he had been
brought wup, he went to the
synagogue on the sabbath day, as
was his custom. He stood up to
read, and the scroll of the prophet
Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled
the scroll and found the place where
it was written: ‘The Spirit of the
Lord 1s upon me, because he has
anointed me to bring good news to
the poor. He has sent me to
proclaim release to the captives and
recovery of sight to the blind, to let
the oppressed go free, to proclaim
the year of the Lord’s favour.” And
he rolled up the scroll, gave it back
to the attendant, and sat down. The
eyes of all in the synagogue were
tixed on him. Then he began to say
to them, “Today this scripture has
been fulfilled in your hearing.’

o' Sunday of Pentecost

Season of
Pentecost

Next Sunday

10th Sunday of
Pentecost and
Feast of St Charbel

0Old Testament
Reading
2 Kings 1: 2-8

Epistle
Rom 8: 28-39

Gospel
Matt 13: 36-43
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Divine Liturgy and Services

Sundays: 9:00am (Arabic), 11:00am (Arabic/English), 6:00pm (English)

Mondays and Tuesdays: 9:00am

Confessions: By Appointment

Wednesdays — Saturdays: 6:00pm
Sick Visits: Contact Clergy or the Parish Office (contact details below)

Parish and Ministry Team and Contact Details

Parish Priest: Msgr Marcelino Youssef 0404 272 272

Deacon: Nagi Dimian 0403 750 613
Administration: Rose Zeaiter and Mary Issa Flynn
Office Hours: Tuesdays and Fridays 9:00am - 5.00pm; Wednesdays and Thursdays 9:00am - 3:00pm
Parish Safeguarding Officers: Margaret Simpson 0408 895 798, George Takchi 0419 651 229
Parish Address: 2 Yarrara Road (Corner Wells Street), Thornleigh, NSW, 2120

Website: www.stgeorgemcc.org.au

Assistant Parish Priest: Fr Bechara Trad 0403 725 134
Subdeacon: Jason Maait 0415 771 461
Phone: (02) 9481 7388 or 0422 275 199

Email: info@stgeorgemcc.org.au



http://www.stgeorgemcc.org.au/
mailto:info@stgeorgemcc.org.au

Bishops Message
Year of Prayer

9 Sunday of Pentecost

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The Gospel reading this week recounts a pivotal moment
in Jesus' public ministry—His proclamation in the
synagogue at Nazareth. This passage from the Gospel of
Saint Luke marks the beginning of Jesus' public ministry.
Jesus enters the synagogue on the Sabbath, a day
dedicated to rest and worship. Here, in this sacred space,
He stands up to read the Scriptures and chooses a passage
from the prophet Isaiah that perfectly encapsulates His
mission. The words resonate with hope and promise. They
remind us of the return from exile, a time when God’s
people experienced restoration. As He finishes reading, He
declares, "Today this scripture passage is fulfilled in your
hearing."

In this moment, Jesus is not merely recounting ancient
prophecy; He is embodying it. In applying these words to
Himself, Jesus is declaring that the long-awaited Messiah
has arrived. The fulfilment of this prophecy is found in His
very presence among the people. His mission is one of
radical compassion and liberation—to bring good news to
the poor, freedom to the captives, and sight to the blind.
This is a message of profound hope. As we reflect on this
passage today, we are reminded that the proclamation of
God's Word is not just a historical event but a living reality.
We are invited to experience the fulfilment of God’s
promises in our lives, to embrace the grace that Jesus
offers, and to live in the light of His mercy and love.

Feast of St Marina

On the 17t of July, we celebrate
the feast of Saint Marina the
Monk, a beloved Maronite saint
known for her piety, humility,
and extraordinary  story.
According to the most ancient
accounts, she was born in
Lebanon in the fifth century.
When her mother passed away,
she desired to join her father in
the monastic life. To do so, she
disguised herself as a man.
While living in the Monastery of
Qannoubine in the Holy Valley
of Qadisha, Marina was falsely
accused of fathering a child. Despite her innocence, she did
not defend herself against the accusation. The Abbot of the
monastery pronounced a severe punishment upon her,
which was to leave the monastery and raise the child.
Marina accepted this punishment with humility and lived
an ascetic life while taking care of the child.

Marina's true identity as a woman was only discovered
after her death. This revelation came as a significant shock
to those who had known her, given the trials she endured
in silence. To this day, her name is intertwined with that of
the Monastery of Qannoubine. Her nearby grotto serves as
a poignant reminder of her chastity, obedience, asceticism,
forgiveness, and sainthood. May her prayers and
intercessions be with us all on her feast day and always.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

Reflection of the Week:
“Deeper Calling”

What is your calling in life? Everyone has a deep passion
for something, so what speaks to you in the depth of your
being? In today’s Gospel, Jesus emerges from his baptism
filled with the Holy Spirit. Soon after he reads a passage
from Scripture that he identifies himself deeply with.
Jesus reads that the Spirit is upon him and from then on,
he knows he has come for a purpose - to bring good news
to those most in need of it. The same pattern follows for
each of us. In order to know our calling in life we must first
recognise who we are in God’s sight.
We are not mere humans subject to carnal desires and
selfish interests. It is easy to go about life, living on the
surface, a shallow commitment, and a wandering with no
real purpose. Society also encourages a self-centred,
egotistical, hedonistic life-style. However, deeper longing
cannot be forever subdued.
Life has a purpose, despite post modern claim that it is just
a mechanical process being churned out. If we actually
believe God is in the works, then life has a deeper purpose
for each one of us. We are made to be richly part of life and
to contribute to its flourishing. Knowing we have God’s
Spirit in us, awakens us to our deeper selves and our call
to be really present in this world as a force for good. Amen
Sr Margaret Ghosn mshf
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Parish News and Upcoming Events

ROSARY NIGHT

ORIGIN DECIDER

$10 ENTRY % \A
FOOD & 17 | JULY
. DRINKS

PRIZES FOR
PROVIDED

THE
TAKING!

5
e

ST GEORGE YOUTH

ST GEORGE
PLAYGROUP

Shifg EVERY FRIDAY
*Sy"’n 10am - 12pm
cars during school term

ALL WELCOME

L ’{ For more information,
please contact
Mary 0422 871197

ADORATION OF THE

EUCHARIST
| & Every Thursday @ 7:30pm

Confession Available

v

G\, M M UNION
Discorer // heai! // e Calholie //////

A course that explores the teachings of the Catholic Church for
those desiring to deepen their understanding of the faith or for
adults seeking the Sacrament of Baptism

For enquiries, call or text Subdeacon Charbel Mourani on 0410 343 233
cr email faithformation@maronite.org.au

To register, go to tinyurlh.com/MaroniteCTC

Senior
Prog ram Wednesdays
9:00am - 4:00pm
If anyone is interested in joining the
Seniors Program or volunteering, please
contact:
Zaride 0417 427 661

Josephine 0426 239 129

DONATIONS
NEEDED FOR
MONTHLY
FOOD RUNS

MEAL ITEMS SUCH AS:
Sandwiches, Fruit, Hot
Meals, Cakes, Bread

For more information
please contact:

Ann-Marie Boumerhe

0420309677

' { J s | George Takchi

“is A 0419 651 229

JOIN OUR
WHATSAPP GROUP

JUBILEE OF YOUNG PEOPLE
PARIS | LOURDES | ROME GDAYS SAN GIOVANNI ROTONDO
CASCIA | ASSISI FI.ORE E | PADUA | VENICE
23 JULY - 10 AUGUST 2025

OPTIONAL TOUR | MEDJUGORJE | 5 DAYS
MARONITE YOUTH DIOCESAN COUNCIL PRESENTS

ONE MILLION YOUNG PEOPLE
ONE HOPE IN JESUS CHRIST
ONE PILGRIMAGE OF HOPE

COME JOIN US




Memorial Masses \ Gl aal) L)
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Parish Financial Updates To receive our eNewsletter

please email

TBA info@stgeorgemcc.org.au
. . . Subscribe to our Channel
Parish Operations Account Parish Loan Balance .
St George Maronite
Donations to support our ongoing Parish mission r.j
can be made at the Parish Office or by internet banking or \
direct debit - (Account Name: St George Maronite Church, ‘like’ us on Facebook
BSB #062-784, Account # 16948504) Follow us on |nstagram

Business Community Corner

RRIE
NORTH ROCKS AUTO CARE
DSTONE Phone: 9872 8111
- |

Chris Khoudair Pennant Hills BUYING, SELLING

Principal 100 Yarrara Road, ntact your local active /

0405 122 331 02 9875 1777 Pennant Hills NSW 2120 £74 Pennant Hills Road, Thomisigh

chris khoudair@ fsre.com au Isre.com.au/ pennanthills 9484 0555 info@homefront.com.au

ETERNITY LASER &

AESTHETICS
L -
/i o Lt En Rewont THORNLEIGH
2 ¢ o HydnFacid CRPITALISE
i ¢ Casmenc Injecrables
o ISClindcal Skin Care
o Skin Needling 0411 573 41
’ f‘c:"" VAT smns“ nEPnIHs trent@capitalisemoney.com.au
g oo e ——
- \; _ e WWW. ey.com.au
0 ) be Business Advisory | Commercial Finance | Home Loans
17500 Old Northern Rd |, Dural 8315 oYl

For more information on advertising,

please contact the Parish Office 9481 7388
or email info@stgeorgemcc.org.au



mailto:info@stgeorgemcc.org.au
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgY0HhqZvsmWTrUht2gy-MQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgY0HhqZvsmWTrUht2gy-MQ
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