St George Maronite Catholic Church, Thornleigh

Our Parish

Sunday 4™ August 2024

The Gospel

Matt 15: 21-28
Jesus left that place and went away

to the district of Tyre and Sidon.
Just then a Canaanite woman from
that region came out and started
shouting, ‘Have mercy on me,
Lord, Son of David; my daughter
is tormented by a demon.” But he
did not answer her at all. And his
disciples came and urged him,
saying,
keeps

answered, ‘I was sent only to the

‘Send her away, for she
shouting after wus.” He
lost sheep of the house of Israel’
But she came and knelt before
him, saying, ‘Lord, help me.” He
answered, ‘It is not fair to take the
children’s food and throw it to the
She said, ‘Yes, Lord, yet
even the dogs eat the crumbs that
table.’
Then Jesus answered her, “Woman,

dogs.’

fall from their masters’
great is your faith! Let it be done
for you as you wish.” And her
daughter was healed instantly.

12" Sunday of Pentecost

Season of
Pentecost

Next Sunday

13th Sunday of
Pentecost

0ld Testament
Reading
Gen 2: 8-10, 15-17

Epistle
1Cor3:1-11

Gospel
Luke 8: 1-15
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Divine Liturgy and Services

Sundays: 9:00am (Arabic), 11:00am (Arabic/English), 6:00pm (English)

Mondays and Tuesdays: 9:00am

Confessions: By Appointment

Wednesdays — Saturdays: 6:00pm
Sick Visits: Contact Clergy or the Parish Office (contact details below)

Parish and Ministry Team and Contact Details

Parish Priest: Msgr Marcelino Youssef 0404 272 272

Deacon: Nagi Dimian 0403 750 613
Administration: Rose Zeaiter and Mary Issa Flynn
Office Hours: Tuesdays and Fridays 9:00am - 5.00pm; Wednesdays and Thursdays 9:00am - 3:00pm
Parish Safeguarding Officers: Margaret Simpson 0408 895 798, George Takchi 0419 651 229
Parish Address: 2 Yarrara Road (Corner Wells Street), Thornleigh, NSW, 2120

Website: www.stgeorgemcc.org.au

Assistant Parish Priest: Fr Bechara Trad 0403 725 134
Subdeacon: Jason Maait 0415 771 461
Phone: (02) 9481 7388 or 0422 275 199

Email: info@stgeorgemcc.org.au



http://www.stgeorgemcc.org.au/
mailto:info@stgeorgemcc.org.au

Bishops Message
Year of Prayer
12" Sunday of Pentecost
Beatification of Patriarch Estephan El Douainy

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Our Maronite Church rejoices with the most joyful
celebration of the beatification of Patriarch Estephan El
Douaihy on Friday 2 August.
In a world where wars, pandemics, addictions, and laws
that go against the will of God are rife, we must never
despair. Instead, we should pray unceasingly, placing our
trust in God. Through prayer and faith, we can overcome
all the challenges that life presents. The grace of the Lord
is sufficient for us, and light always drives out darkness.
Despite the world’s alienation from God and His Word that
our world experiences, we always have hope. This hope is
rooted in the eternal truth: “In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God ... All things came into
being through Him... What has come into being in Him was
life, and life was the light of all people. Light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it” (Jn 1:1-5).
The 57th Patriarch of the Maronite Catholic Church, Blessed
Estephan El Douaihy, is truly a saint of the Word. He is the
saint who embraced the sanctity of the Word, labouring to
proclaim the Word of Life and to preserve, nurture, and
develop it in the hearts of his people during a time when the
world faced trials not unlike those we encounter today.
It is important for all of us to learn more about this great
Patriarch. Born in 1630 in Ehden, Lebanon, El Douaihy
dedicated himself to a life of scholarship, prayer, and service
to the Church. After studying philosophy and theology in
Rome, he returned to his homeland, where he served as a
preacher, youth educator, and eventually bishop of Cyprus.
In 1670, he was elected Patriarch of the Antiochian Syriac
Maronite Church. One of the longest-serving Maronite
patriarchs, he led his people for 34 years until 1704.
During his long pontificate, Lebanon endured one of its
worst and darkest periods under Ottoman rule, which
lasted for centuries. Despite the numerous challenges and
persecutions he faced, El Douaihy remained a tireless
advocate for his flock. A man of thought, mortification,
prayer, and good stewardship, he upheld the authority and
dignity of the Maronite Church.
As one of the greatest thinkers and theologians of the Maronite
Church, Patriarch El Douaihy ranks among the most influential
figures of Maronite spiritual leadership. He is also known as
“the memory of the Maronite Church” because he was the
main founder of the historiography of the Maronite Church,
possessing extraordinary knowledge of ancient Maronite
documents. He was a pioneer in writing about Maronite
liturgy, and the history of Lebanon and the Middle East.
Despite facing daunting challenges, he travelled Lebanon on
foot, leaving a lasting memory as a saint among his people.
Our Maronite Church is immensely blessed by the life and
legacy of this remarkable man of God, who stands as a
testament to the power of the Word to transform and heal
our troubled world.
It is my prayer that Patriarch El Douaihy’s path to sainthood
will reignite the fervour of our faith, reminding us of the
importance of steadfastness even in the face of adversity.
Let us continue to pray for God’s Word to bear fruit in our
children so that more saints are born in our families.
Blessed Estephan El Douaihy, pray for us.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

Reflection of the Week:
“No Animosity”

Are our enemies really our enemies? Do we have the right
to hate people because of their gender, race or creed? Who
is deserving of a second chance and who isn’t? Our Sunday
Gospel passage of the Canaanite woman’s faith is a bold
announcement that each and every person has a right to
be heard and their needs met.
We can think of numerous reasons why we avoid certain
people or keep our distance from others. And we all know
that there are people that do not quite fit into our way of
living and thinking. Our first reaction is to avoid them or
be suspicious of them. We believe we have a right to
criticise and condemn people because of some dearly held
belief that pits us against them.
In today’s Gospel we are not given an easy way out. Jesus
is confronted by a very demanding woman, who in actual
reality should have had nothing to do with him. She was an
outsider and a foreigner. She had no right to request
anything for her ways and her beliefs were in contrast to
Jesus. But that did not stop her, nor Jesus!
When we can stop and allow conversation to happen and
permit ourselves to listen to the other without any
assumptions, we soon find that we are all very much
people with the same needs, requests and hopes. It doesn’t
matter where we are from, what we believe and how we
are. What brings us together is our humanitarian sense.
Mercy and love speak louder and more profoundly than
anything else. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn mshf
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< | Thursday 15th August 2024

Saturday 3™ August and Sunday 4™ August

All Masses will be offeredas a Mass @ G:mpm fo'lowed by

Thanksgiving Mass on the occasion of the Beatification

of Venerable Patriarch Estephan El Doualhy AdOI’ation Evening

ST GEORGE
PLAYGROUP

o EVERY FRIDAY
ren 10am -12pm
s during school term
ALL WELCOME

v & Formore information,
please contact
Mary 0422 871197

Senior

Progra m Wednesdays
9:00am - 4:00pm
If anyone is interested in joining the
Seniors Program or volunteering, please i?
contact: 7
Zaride 0417 427 661 \ e
-«

Josephine 0426 239 129
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s FTHE MARONITE EPARCHY OF AUSTRALIA
NEW ZEALAND AND OCEANIA

ANNUAL GALA 2024
FRIDAY 6" SEPTEMBER

6:30PM | |E MONTAGIH
38 FRAZER STREET, LILYFIELD 2040

[MCKETS $200

SCAN TO BOOK s VOCAT'ONS RETREAT
EARLY BIRD $175  LHE . CAI_LED & CHOSEN

Applies at checkout
Ends 2nd Aug 2024

FOR ENQUIRIES CONTACI 23 AUGUST - 25 AUGUST 2024
0403 257 330 MO415 441 414 FOR M ND WOME ERN HEIR ‘
RETREAT DIRECTOR: FATHER JOSHUA SCOTTY
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Memorial Masses Sl aal) L)

Saturday 3 6om 40th Mass for the Late psayall £0 ulad S ¥l
August 2024 P Youssef Jreige > CAu g ) YoYE
Mass for the Late Zos> psa el (ulad i
9am . q e
Sunday 4th George Jawad Saad Aria A g ¢ aaYl
August 2024 11am 40th Mass for the Late psaall £0 ulad Sy AR
Anthony Hanna Tannous Baynie | el (ugika Us i shail .
Tuesday 6th 10am Funeral for the Late Anton Elias | o<t} O shail psa all (A Yoot 30l
August 2024 Youssef El Hajj A gy ' YeVE O
Congratulations to the Newly Baptised: Christian Ross Maait
Parish Financial Updates To receive our eNewsletter

please email
$8,575.80 info@stgeorgemcc.org.au

Subscribe to our Channel
St George Maronite

Parish Operations Account Parish Loan Balance

Donations to support our ongoing Parish mission r.j
can be made at the Parish Office or by internet banking or h
direct debit - (Account Name: St George Maronite Church, “like’ us on Facebook
BSB #062-784, Account # 16948504) Follow us on Instagram

Business Community Corner

?Du‘/‘:—Q/Sj-\

ES
T 0 N E NORTH ROCKS AUTO CARE
= Phone: 98728111

Laing ~Simmons Homefront

Cstatc

Chris Khoudair Pennant Hills BUYING, SELLING

Principal 100 Yarrara Road, Contact your local active Ag:
0405 122 331 | 02 9875 1777 Pennant Hills NSW 2120 274 Pennant Hills Road, Thomigigh
chiis khoudaic@'sre.com.au Isre.com.au/ pennanthills 9484 0555 info@homefront.com.au

Web: projectsainthood.com.au
Insta: @projectsainthood
projectsainthoodclothing@gmall.com

ETERNITY LASER &
AESTHETICS
o Laer Har Removal
o HydmFaisl
o Cowmenc Injecrables
o SC0inical Skin Care
o Skin Needleng

THORNLEIGH CRPITALISE

( MONEY

For more information on advertising,

Ll ||

o Eyclol Extensions
e Eycbrows
o Waun

Q 1/500 Old Norrhern Rd |, Dural ®) (U2) 8315 Dou2

please contact the Parish Office 9481 7388
or email info@stgeorgemcc.org.au



mailto:info@stgeorgemcc.org.au
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgY0HhqZvsmWTrUht2gy-MQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgY0HhqZvsmWTrUht2gy-MQ
mailto:info@stgeorgemcc.org.au

