St George Maronite Catholic Church, Thornleigh

Our Parish

1** Sunday after the Glorious Cross

Sunday 15" September 2024

The Gospel

Mark 10: 35-45

James and John, the sons of Zebedee,
came forward to Jesus and said to him,
‘Teacher, we want you to do for us
whatever we ask of you.” And he said to
them, ‘What is it you want me to do for
you?’ And they said to him, ‘Grant us to
sit, one at your right hand and one at
your left, in your glory.” But Jesus said to
them, ‘You do not know what you are
asking. Are you able to drink the cup that
[ drink, or be baptized with the baptism
that I am baptized with?’ They replied,
‘We are able.” Then Jesus said to them,
‘The cup that I drink you will drink; and
with the baptism with which 1 am
baptized, you will be baptized; but to sit
at my right hand or at my left is not mine
to grant, but it is for those for whom it
has been prepared.” When the ten heard
this, they began to be angry with James
and John. So Jesus called them and said
to them, ‘You know that among the
Gentiles those whom they recognize as
their rulers lord it over them, and their
great ones are tyrants over them. But it
is not so among you; but whoever
wishes to become great among you must
be your servant, and whoever wishes to
be first among you must be slave of all.
For the Son of Man came not to be
served but to serve, and to give his life a
ransom for many.’

Season of the
Holy Cross

Next Sunday

2nd Sunday after the
Glorious Cross

0Old Testament
Reading
J12:1,10-13,15-16a

Epistle
1Cor 15:19-34

Gospel
Matt 24: 1-14

Year 2024, Issue #38

Ja VI

£0.Y0 Ve 4

c 5305 BT L Uogis Lshid g% L B
LAJ’SL’J" 93;)3 ﬁ,la;b»-’aj’z!lés
aiiol 3§l pli 13l ) Js .«alls
S wi,u o tlash W Y6 S KK
HE 2>l3g FOSIWVIINY dely Haka
Sllas ¥ L0 cpan G JUB D)l
w&)t RCIRARR Lsu.b.....;d.a s
1 Gogaanlly 13548 &) ol 5 G LQ,,,,A dJl
JU::Q «&.E:w:} PUME «%1 l.e,: 5“""
;.,.{i ,i,um PIh ipgs G
CVE mW@ LG i
uss‘w&waw‘“‘ Ly ol e

PR pIRESHIRY < uwb O
15155 (oYl Brall g W .«M)
Eond ohl23d U525 Loghad Le (gbolity
Gy Gadl &1 Galad 10l] JBs &)
obillaty  absdsnd  padl Pl
oS 549 s o1 W ele s
‘L&I"‘pi:-?u}i’ I35 wdubib
I3 555 & 31 Gag lasls o0 2K
R I PVES T ;,s.i.a oSl
i B ikl ol o Gl Ly
g S R ‘ASMJMS

3{2

3 Y

\\

Divine Liturgy and Services

Sundays: 9:00am (Arabic), 11:00am (Arabic/English), 6:00pm (English)

Mondays and Tuesdays: 9:00am

Confessions: By Appointment

Wednesdays — Saturdays: 6:00pm
Sick Visits: Contact Clergy or the Parish Office (contact details below)

Parish and Ministry Team and Contact Details

Parish Priest: Msgr Marcelino Youssef 0404 272 272

Deacon: Nagi Dimian 0403 750 613
Administration: Rose Zeaiter and Mary Issa Flynn
Office Hours: Tuesdays and Fridays 9:00am - 5.00pm; Wednesdays and Thursdays 9:00am - 3:00pm
Parish Safeguarding Officers: Margaret Simpson 0408 895 798, George Takchi 0419 651 229
Parish Address: 2 Yarrara Road (Corner Wells Street), Thornleigh, NSW, 2120

Website: www.stgeorgemcc.org.au

Assistant Parish Priest: Fr Bechara Trad 0403 725 134
Subdeacon: Jason Maait 0415 771 461
Phone: (02) 9481 7388 or 0422 275 199

Email: info@stgeorgemcc.org.au



http://www.stgeorgemcc.org.au/
mailto:info@stgeorgemcc.org.au

Bishops Message
Year of Prayer
First Sunday of the Cross

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
As we enter the Season of the Holy Cross with the Feast of
the Exaltation of the Cross on the 14th of September, we are
invited to reflect on the paradox at the heart of our Christian
faith: “The message of the Cross is foolishness to those who
are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power
of God.” (1 Cor 1:18). The Cross, where suffering becomes
triumph and death leads to life, is not merely a symbol of
Christ’s suffering but a powerful sign of His victory over sin,
darkness, and death.
Without the Cross, Christ would not have been crucified,
and the fountain of life - His blood and water - would not
have opened for the world. The debt of sin would remain
unpaid, and humanity would still be separated from God.
The Cross, therefore, stands as the bridge that reconnects
us with God, tearing down the barriers that once separated
us from Him. It is on the Cross that the devil was defeated,
death was conquered, and the gates of hell were broken.
The Cross is the glory of Christ.
In the Cross, we see the fulfilment of Jesus’ mission on earth:
the moment when love and obedience meet suffering and
death, leading to the ultimate triumph of life. As Jesus said,
“Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been
glorified in Him” (John 13:31). The Cross is not a sign of
defeat but of hope; it teaches us that in our own sufferings
and trials, we too can find glory if we unite them with
Christ’s sacrifice.
"God so loved the world that He gave His only Son" (John
3:16). It is in the light of this love, which surpasses
understanding, that we contemplate the Cross, the sign of
God’s immense love for humanity, a love stronger than
death. This love is received through faith, and by
contemplating the Cross, we accept the saving love revealed
in Jesus Christ and the salvation it brings.
Let us contemplate with faith the One who is lifted up from
the earth, the One before whom every knee bends. Our Lord
does not subdue by force to make slaves but serves and
gives His life for all to make us brothers and sisters. Then,
we will see that the Cross is a bridge that crosses the wall of
division separating us from God and from one another.
As we celebrate the Feast of the Cross, may we embrace our
own crosses with faith, knowing that in doing so, we
embrace Christ Himself, who calls us to share in His glory
and His victory.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

s

O cross, you are the glorious sign of wvictory.
Through your power may we share in the
triumph of Christ Jesus.

Reflection of the Week
“Exaltation of the Holy Cross”

We enter into the final Season of the Maronite Liturgical
calendar. It is the Season of the Cross with a seven-week
duration. Most of the Snday Gospel passages will focus on
the end times.
The 14 September is the day we commemorate the
Exaltation of the Cross and recalls the importance of the
symbol of the Cross as well as the story of when Emperor
Constantine went to battle with his army. One night he saw
a vision of the Cross and heard the words, ‘With this sign
you will conquer.” The Emperor then ordered that the sign
of the Cross be painted on all shields of his army and they
went on to win the battle. This is not to say that God is for
war and slaughter. The deeper meaning of the Cross is self-
sacrifice in the fight for truth.
Our Gospel passage emphasises the message of the cross
with a number of important lines:
‘Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it
remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit’
(v24).
‘Those who love their life lose it’ (v25).
‘And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all
people to myself (v32).]esus refers to his crucifixion where
he is lifted up on a cross and all will gather around to see
and be transformed.
The Cross is the symbol of Christianity, a powerful symbol
of what life is. It is about suffering for good, dying for truth,
and rising in hope of eternal life. Amen
Sr Margaret Ghosn mshf
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Parish News and Upcoming Events
KNIGHTS OF ST GEORGE

BB
BONFIRE

to celebrate the Exaltation of
the Cross

Entry via Donation

Sunday September 15th «

After 6pm mass

Senior
Program

If anyone is interested in joining the

Seniors Program or volunteering, please

contact: 7

Zaride 0417 427 661 A
-«

Josephine 0426 239 129

ADORATION OF THE

EUCHARIST
& Every Thursday @ 7:30pm

Confession Available

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION
For Individuals with Special Abllities

M Charbel's Parish s

Celntrating e

First Holy Communion for individuals with special

abilities on Ouluber 26, 2024 ot 51 Churbat's Charch
Al abilias arm woleomn fram e ages of 1O

otganmmad iy Faith & Lght

Wednesdays
9:00am - 4:00pm »

o
°
©
6PM MASS
FOLLOWED BY SPIRITUAL SE .
Tm m m s 3o 1 tyur.com/MananeCTC
) ST GEORGE
PLAYGROUP
Chiy EVERY FRIDAY
05yen.  10am - 12pm
'fgy durin hool t
g SChool term

s, ALL WELCOME

llkkf,g For more information,
please contact

Mary 0422 871 19_7 :

g

Maronite Ladies of the Gospel
present

A Fashion Show
Featuring Designers of
Lebanese Origin

When:= Toesday 29 October 2024

Time: 11 3da=

Wheze: Our Lady of Ledbanon C
Church Eall

Coat: §120.00 per person
(Incledes Zunch § Refreshsacnts)

o-Cathedral

? il

Maronite Ladies of the Gospel Spiritual Day
The Maronite Ladies of the Gospel warmly invite you to a
Spiritual Day Retreat at Beit Maroun, Strathfield, on
Wednesday 9 October 2024.
Arrival is at 9am, with the program beginning at 9:30am with
Holy Mass, followed by a spiritual talk by
His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay.
The day will also include a spiritual workshop, the Rosary, and
Benediction, concluding at Zpm.
The cost is $50 per person and includes morning tea and lunch.
Please book by 1 October 2024.
For bookings and inquiries, contact Noelle at 0433 373 720,
Shirley Wehbe at 0409 330 028, or Salwa Bader at 0410 466 773.




Memorial Masses Sl aal) L)

Saturday 14t | 1 Year Mass for the Late b a s pall ) pulad q - Y&l
Sept 2024 p Peter Raymond Baynie szl gy ' YaYE JsUl
Mass for the Late Salma s 51 b Ga g yall el
9am Khoudair (nee Mpuyat) and her AaaY) Jaky), q -
departed children and i il v
Sunday 15t grandchildren. . o8 _ Yo Y
Sept 2024 | 11am Mass for the Late o gy a9 pall (pulod ‘Y - Yove Jsl
Youssef Hanna Mouait BNTPREIN '
60m Mass for the Late Cou gy s g pall (ulod -
P George Yusef Soleh Habkouk Bt mlla '
Mass for the Late Fouad and . 3 -
Saturday 21st : N A58 e pall (gulad _ Yy cadl
Sept 2024 6pm ]osephlni/lli(cz:lhz:lll,eMlha and .5 ey llsa c0y 5 5m 1 Yove Jsl
9am 1 Year Mass for the Late da g yall Al uld q -
Sunday 22nd Lucy Flynn Tyler Dbla cpld ) . YY Y
Sept 2024 6om Mass for the Late o9 all (ula8 - Yeve Jsb
P Sarkis Khoudair i G :
Congratulations to the Newly Baptised: Simon Zeaiter

Parish Financial Updates
Parish Income (fortnight 02/09/2024 - 15/09/2024)

To receive our eNewsletter
please email

$8,665.50 info@stgeorgemcc.org.au
Parish Operations Account Parish Loan Balance ° Subscribe to our Channel
St George Maronite

$69,820.50 $379,561.55

Donations to support our ongoing Parish mission
can be made at the Parish Office or by internet banking or
direct debit - (Account Name: St George Maronite Church, “like’ us on Facebook
BSB #062-784, Account # 16948504) Follow us on Instagram

Business Community Corner

NORTH ROCKS AUTO CARE
Phone: 98728111

YouTube

Catholic Church

flc

0405 122 331 | 02 9875 1777
chis khoudaie@'sre.com.au

274 Pennant Hills Road, Thomigigh

Pennant Hills NSW 2120
isre.com.au/ pennanthills

., 1 SAINHOO _—
3 L o Laing -Simmons [ & pReers
32 2 AR *a omefront
£ % E_ A real estat
BoED
ié H F : Chris Khoudair Pennant Hills BUYING, SELLING
§ .2 E Principal 100 Yarrara Road,
Y

9484 0555 info@homefront.com.au

ETERNITY LASER &
AESTHETICS

ABALTOWING

W AV THORNLEIGH
N o HydaFul
\ o Covmenc Injecrables . .
y PP For more information on
TR A advertising, please contact the
o Eystrows Parish Office 9481 7388 or email
o Waning

info@stgeorgemcc.org.au

Q 1/500 Odd Northern Rd | Pural ® (U2} 8315 ov2
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