St George Maronite Catholic Church, Thornleigh

Our Parish

2"? Sunday after the Glorious Cross

Sunday 22" September 2024

The Gospel
Matt 24: 1-14

As Jesus came out of the temple and was
going away, his disciples came to point out to
him the buildings of the temple. Then he
asked them, ‘You see all these, do you not?
Truly I tell you, not one stone will be left here
upon another; all will be thrown down.’
When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives,
the disciples came to him privately, saying,
‘Tell us, when will this be, and what will be
the sign of your coming and of the end of the
age? Jesus answered them, ‘Beware that no
one leads you astray. For many will come in
my name, saying, "l am the Messiah!" and
they will lead many astray. And you will hear
of wars and rumours of wars; see that you
are not alarmed; for this must take place, but
the end is not yet. For nation will rise against
nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and
there will be famines and earthquakes in
various places: all this is but the beginning of
the birth pangs. ‘Then they will hand you
over to be tortured and will put you to death,
and you will be hated by all nations because
of my name. Then many will fall away, and
they will betray one another and hate one
another. And many false prophets will arise
and lead many astray. And because of the
increase of lawlessness, the love of many
will grow cold. But anyone who endures to
the end will be saved. And this good news of
the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout
the world, as a testimony to all the nations;
and then the end will come.

Season of the
Holy Cross

Next Sunday

3rd Sunday after the
Glorious Cross

0Old Testament
Reading
Dan 7: 9-14

Epistle
Phil 3: 17-4:1

Gospel
Matt 24: 23-31
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Divine Liturgy and Services

Sundays: 9:00am (Arabic), 11:00am (Arabic/English), 6:00pm (English)

Mondays and Tuesdays: 9:00am

Confessions: By Appointment

Wednesdays — Saturdays: 6:00pm
Sick Visits: Contact Clergy or the Parish Office (contact details below)

Parish and Ministry Team and Contact Details

Parish Priest: Msgr Marcelino Youssef 0404 272 272

Deacon: Nagi Dimian 0403 750 613
Administration: Rose Zeaiter and Mary Issa Flynn
Office Hours: Tuesdays and Fridays 9:00am - 5.00pm; Wednesdays and Thursdays 9:00am - 3:00pm
Parish Safeguarding Officers: Margaret Simpson 0408 895 798, George Takchi 0419 651 229
Parish Address: 2 Yarrara Road (Corner Wells Street), Thornleigh, NSW, 2120

Website: www.stgeorgemcc.org.au

Assistant Parish Priest: Fr Bechara Trad 0403 725 134
Subdeacon: Jason Maait 0415 771 461
Phone: (02) 9481 7388 or 0422 275 199

Email: info@stgeorgemcc.org.au



http://www.stgeorgemcc.org.au/
mailto:info@stgeorgemcc.org.au

Bishops Message
Year of Prayer
Second Sunday of the Cross

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
On this Second Sunday of
the Holy Cross, we are
reminded that this season
points us towards the
| kingdom to come. The
readings of this Sunday
. give us a message of hope,
repentance, and a reminder to focus on what truly matters:
our eternal life with God.
In the Old Testament reading from the Prophet Joel, we are
called to repentance. It is an invitation to return to God
sincerely and humbly, knowing that He is merciful and
compassionate. In the Epistle, Saint Paul addresses the
question of life after death, emphasising that Christ’s
resurrection is our victory over death. Because Christ rose
from the dead, death has lost its power, becoming the
gateway to eternal life.
In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus offers a vision of the end
times. He speaks of wars, famines, and persecutions, which
may fill us with fear. Yet, He urges us to endure, reminding
us that “the one who endures to the end will be saved” (Matt
24:13). These words teach us not to be overly attached to
worldly things, for all will pass away.
The Jews who returned from exile sought to rebuild God’s
temple under the leadership of Ezra and Nehemiah. This
temple, renewed centuries later under King Herod, became
a magnificent structure, completed and dedicated in 60 A.D.
In this Gospel passage, Jesus’ disciples marvelled at the
temple's grandeur, but Jesus saw beyond the physical
building, foretelling its destruction in 70 A.D.
The physical structure, though magnificent, would soon be
reduced to rubble, thus showing us the futility of clinging to
earthly things, for in the end, everything will fade. Only the
proclamation of the Gospel will endure, saving those who
persevere.
Through this passage, we understand that Jesus is the true
temple. He is the temple that will never be destroyed, and
our union with Him is eternal. Our life on earth, no matter
how long, is but a moment compared to eternity. None of us
can guarantee how long we will remain in this life or extend
it by even a moment.
We are called to strive for heavenly glory, not earthly
pursuits. Our time here is brief, and our focus should be on
gathering treasures that last. Jesus invites us to prepare our
hearts for His return, not with fear, but with joyful
anticipation.
But how are we preparing for this encounter? Are we living
in a way that reflects our love for Christ, or are we
distracted by the things of this world? True preparation for
Christ's return involves living in love and humility. If we
harden our hearts, clinging to power, wealth, or pleasure,
we distance ourselves from the joy that Christ offers.
Let us not be anxious about tomorrow. Instead, let us live
today as if we are preparing to meet Christ face to face,
striving for heavenly glory and trusting in His promise of
eternal life.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

Reflection of the Week
“Endurance in Faith”

‘But anyone who endures to the end will be saved’ (v13).
We often associate endurance with physical activity, but it
is very much also about one’s own faith journey.
As we travel through the Season of the Cross, we will
encounter many passages about the end of time and the
sufferings one must go through. Today’s Gospel warns of
being led astray, wars, famines, earthquakes, torture and
hatred, false prophets and lawlessness. The reality is life
will throw many things at us, and they can be very
challenging. Our faith will ask of us something completely
different to what we encounter in our daily lives. Our faith
will be tested.
‘But everyone who endures to the end will be saved’ (v13). It
is about endurance. Faith will be challenged and questioned.
Our faith in Christ will be a journey of change. It cannot remain
stagnate or unbending. It needs to broaden and develop. It
calls us to dig deeper and be honest with ourselves.
Our faith needs to have answers to the many troubling aspects
that we face. It must give us greater comfort, peace and joy,
than what life has to offer. Only then will we know the
importance of faith and our need for it. Only then will we know
how important God is to us, above and beyond all else. Amen
Sr Margaret Ghosn mshf

Feast of St John the Beloved

On 26th September we celebrate the feast
of St John the Beloved and the
Congregation of the Lebanese Maronite
Missionaries celebrate their annual feast.
Under the care of the Virgin Mary & St
John the Beloved, all the Missionaries
look up to them for intercession &
protection. =~ We  congratulate the
congregation, especially Fr Bechara, and
pray that they may continue to serve the
community and fulfil their mission.
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Parish News and Upcoming Events

KNIGHTS OF ST GEORGE @ ST BEORGE P ARTSH 1S

LOOKING FOR

MEN'S GATHERING

FRIDAY 27TH SEPTEMBER 4
6PM MASS ” &
Pou'o o D BY SPmITUA'L ié FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT

TALK AND BBQ

MSGR MARCELINO YOUSSEF
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feS» PARISH
WORKING %

THE MODESTY TALK:
,A Modem. Virtu‘e. ,

We require as many volunteers as
possible to help clean our church
and improve it's maintenance.

. TRy \ - W Saturday 26th October 2024
£ ,,._ bt =88] 13th Oclober 2m4 Starting @ 7:00am

S A Q Church Hall : For more information, please
S } e contact the Parish Office .

Maronite Ladies of the Gospel
present

A Fashion Show
Featuring Designers of
Lebanese Origin

When Tuesaday 29 October 2024

Tioe: 11.30an

Where: Our Lady of Lebancon Co-Cathedral
Churceh Hall

Cost: $120.00 per persen
(Inciundes Lonch § Refreshmexts)

=
Soelle 0433 305 ¢ Lella DR1Y 339 9




Maronite Ladies of the Gospel Spiritual Day
The Maronite Ladies of the Gospel warmly invite you to a Spiritual Day Retreat at Beit
() Maroun, Strathfield, on Wednesday 9 October 2024. Arrival is at 9am, with the program|
beginning at 9:30am with Holy Mass, followed by a spiritual talk by His Excellency
Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay. The day will also include a spiritual workshop, the
Rosary, and Benediction, concluding at 2pm.
The cost is $50 per person and includes morning tea and lunch.
Please book by 1 October 2024.
For bookings and inquiries, contact Noelle at 0433 373 720,

Geo

< A Shirley Wehbe at 0409 330 028 or Salwa Bader at 0410 466 773.
Mass for the Late Fouad and ca - 3 -
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Sept 2024 6 Mass for the Late o9 all (ula8 Ceel | YeYEJSY
pm Sarkis Khoudair i G :
Sunday 29t 11am Mass for the Late o el (a8 VY e YY Yl
Sept 2024 Emile Andary il Jaal . Yove Jh

Parish Financial Updates To receive our eNewsletter

Parish Income (fortnight 16/09/2024 - 29/09/2024) please email
TBA info@stgeorgemcc.org.au

Parish Operations Account Parish Loan Balance Sézséggfsg ﬁﬂu;rgﬁ?gel
$70,032.68 $379,561.55 YouTube catholic Church

Donations to support our ongoing Parish mission
can be made at the Parish Office or by internet banking or

Ki©

direct debit - (Account Name: St George Maronite Church, ‘like” us on Facebook
BSB #062-784, Account # 16948504) Follow us on Instagram

Business Community Corner
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ETERNITY LASER &
AESTHETICS
o Lawer Haur Removal
o HydaFuis

o Cowvmenc Injecrable
o (SCinical Skin Care

THORNLEIGH

. ||

( For more information on
LAY advertising, please contact the
* Eyshrows Parish Office 9481 7388 or email
= e info@stgeorgemcc.org.au

Q 1/500 Old Norrhern Rd | DPural ®) (U2) 8315 Qov2
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