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Sundays: 9:00am (Arabic), 11:00am (Arabic/English), 6:00pm (English)
Mondays and Tuesdays: 9:00am Wednesdays — Saturdays: 6:00pm
Confessions: By Appointment Sick Visits: Contact Clergy or the Parish Office (contact details below)

Parish and Ministry Team and Contact Details

Parish Priest: Msgr Marcelino Youssef 0404 272 272 Assistant Parish Priest: Fr Bechara Trad 0403 725 134

Deacon: Nagi Dimian 0403 750 613 Subdeacon: Jason Maait 0415 771 461
Administration: Rose Zeaiter and Mary Issa Flynn Phone: (02) 9481 7388 or 0422 275 199
Office Hours: Tuesdays and Fridays 9:00am - 5.00pm; Wednesdays and Thursdays 9:00am - 3:00pm
Parish Safeguarding Officers: Margaret Simpson 0408 895 798, George Takchi 0419 651 229
Parish Address: 2 Yarrara Road (Corner Wells Street), Thornleigh, NSW, 2120
Website: www.stgeorgemcc.org.au Email: info@stgeorgemcc.org.au
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Bishops Message
Year of Prayer
Fourth Sunday of the Cross and
Feast of the Holy Rosary

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

In October, the Maronite Church, alongside the Universal
Church, celebrates the Month of the Rosary. For Maronites,
this devotion is not merely a tradition, but a reflection of the
love and relationship we share with the Virgin Mary, who
holds a central place in our faith and spirituality. The Rosary,
with its focus on the life of Christ and His Blessed Mother,
invites us to contemplate the mysteries of salvation.

The Maronites' special connection to the Virgin Mary is
rooted both in history and in daily life. From the earliest
days of Christianity in Lebanon, Mary has been revered as a
mother, an intercessor, and a protector of the faithful.
Churches and shrines dedicated to her can be found in
every village and town, where the faithful turn to her for
guidance, protection, and comfort. The Maronite Liturgy is
filled with hymns, prayers, and meditations that honour
her. Among these devotions, the Rosary has become one of
the most cherished, bringing generations together in prayer
and uniting us with Mary in her maternal care.

The Rosary was introduced to Lebanon in 1580 when Pope
Gregory XIII sent Jesuit missionaries, Fathers Giovanni
Battista Eliano and John Bruno, to Lebanon. They brought
with them the Rosary and introduced it to the Maronites
who quickly embraced this new form of prayer.

The simplicity and accessibility of the Rosary, combined
with its rich mysteries, made it a beloved practice, uniting
the people in their devotion to Mary and drawing them
closer to Christ through His Mother.

In times of trial, persecution, and hardship, Maronites have
turned to Mary through the Rosary as a source of strength,
protection, and hope. In this time, as the war in Lebanon
and throughout the region continues to escalate and
threaten the lives of many innocent people, we offer our
prayers for the gift of peace. We trust that, through the
power of the Rosary and Mary’s maternal love, hearts can
be softened, and paths of reconciliation can be found.

Aid to Lebanon

The second plate collections at all Maronite parishes this
weekend will be dedicated to supporting the Lebanese
fleeing their homes, especially from South Lebanon. Funds
will go towards providing them with basic humanitarian
needs (food, medicine, clothing, and shelter) through
charitable organisations working on the ground. I thank
you for your support to this appeal.

Prayer Gathering for Peace
In collaboration with the Australasian-Middle East
Christian Apostolic Churches (AMEC), I have invited all
clergy and religious sisters to a Prayer Gathering for Peace
in Lebanon and the whole world on Wednesday, 9 October
2024, from 2:30 to 3:30pm at Beit Maroun, Strathfield.
In this month of the Rosary, let us keep praying that the war
may cease and peace returns to Lebanon, through the
intercession of the Virgin Mary, the Queen of Peace and Our
Lady of Lebanon.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

Reflection of the Week:
“To Work”

To work is fundamental to us, not only to earn an income
but it also provides us with opportunity to develop our
skills, work as a team, and engage in social networking,
among other things. Today’s Gospel acknowledges the
importance of work and commitment to our tasks.
In the Gospel passage we read that one of the workers
(slave) is ‘put in charge of his household, to give the other
slaves their allowance of food at the proper time’ (v45). One
can see this job description as either something menial or
of great importance. The slave is there to basically dish out
the meal to the other slaves at lunch time. He may be a cook
or kitchenhand or simply serves the meal. On the other
hand, we can see the job as something very essential -
feeding those who are hungry, sustaining and nourishing
them with the basic necessity of food.
What we do is important, but we need to be convinced of it.
If we feel our work and our efforts, have no meaning or
purpose, then we put little effort into doing it. What is the
‘why’ of our doing?
The Gospel passage makes it clear we need to embrace
work, do what should be done and give meaning to the daily
but necessary chores that we do. God calls us to make
meaning out of our lives and in service to others. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn mshf

Supporting the Lebanese
Fleeing the South

The second plate collections during the feast of the HOLY
ROSARY VIGILS ON SATURDAY, 5 OCTOBER, AND MASSES
ON SUNDAY, 6 OCTOBER 2024 is to be dedicated to
supporting the Lebanese fleeing the South, providing them
with basic humanitarian needs (food, medicine, clothing,
and shelter).

Please keep praying for war cease and peace return to
Lebanon, through the intercession of the Virgin Mary, the
Queen of Peace and Our Lady of Lebanon.
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Parish News and Upcoming Events

e WORLD YOUTH DAY 2025
LOOKING FOR ROME

FERSAN AND TEEN LEADERS (USSP t; 29

For all Maronite Youth, Adults & Families, joln our Australian
Maranite WYD 2028 Group to experience an unforgettable
falth journey with God's Grace as we travel to Parls, Lourdes
and Rome with Monsignor Shora Maree. Join us as we join
Pope Franols with Youth, Adults and Families from all over
the world In Rome, a minl World Youth Day where Pligrims
will obtain a plonary Indulgence and are able to entor Salnt
Potor's Basilion by the holy door, experiencing a deep
pligrimage to Rome at a very spoecial time,

OPTIONAL | PRE AND POST TRIPS
« Vouth Convention in Lebanon | Fra WYD [ 170 - 27 duly 2000
+ Our Lady of Medjugone (Mosnin and Croaua) [ 10 < 16 August 2020
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FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT
MSGR MARCELINO YOUSSEF

THE MODESTY TALK:
A Modern Vn'tue

We require as many volunteers as
possible to help clean our church
and improve it's maintenance.

Saturday 26th October 2024
Starting @ 7:00am

For more information, please
contact the Parish Office
p (&S

Maronite Ladies of the Gospel
present

A Fashion Show
Featuring Designers of
Lebanese Origin

When Tuesday 29 October 2024
Tioe: 11.30an
Where: Our Lady of Lebancon Co-Cathedral
Churceh Hall
Cost: $120.00 per persen
{(Incindes Lonch § Refreshmexts)




Maronite Ladies of the Gospel Spiritual Day
The Maronite Ladies of the Gospel warmly invite you to a Spiritual Day Retreat at Beit Maroun, Strathfield,
on Wednesday 9 October 2024.
Arrival is at 9am, with the program beginning at 9:30am with Holy Mass, followed by a spiritual talk by His
Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay.
The day will also include a spiritual workshop, the Rosary, and Benediction, concluding at 2pm.
The cost is $50 per person and includes morning tea and lunch.
Please book by 1 October 2024.
For bookings and inquiries, contact Noelle at 0433 373 720,
Shirley Wehbe at 0409 330 028 or Salwa Bader at 0410 466 773.
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Congratulations to the Newly Baptised: Sophia Louise Baissari

Parish Financial Updates To receive our eNewsletter

Parish Income (fortnight 30/09/2024 - 13/10/2024) please email
TBA info@stgeorgemcc.org.au

Parish Operations Account Parish Loan Balance Sézséggfsz iﬂu;r%ﬁ?gel
$66,185.02 $376,144.95 YouTube catholic Church

Donations to support our ongoing Parish mission

B
can be made at the Parish Office or by internet banking or ﬂ || rj)

direct debit - (Account Name: St George Maronite Church, ‘like” us on Facebook
BSB #062-784, Account # 16948504) Follow us on Instagram

Business Community Corner

Laing -Simmons Homefront

real estarce

Insta: @projectsainthood
Email:
projectsainthoodclothing@gmail.com

Web: projectsainthood.com.au

Chris Khoudair Pennant Hills

Prinpal 100 Yarrara Road, ontact your iocai aci %

0405 122 331 | 02 9875 1777 Penant Hils NSW 2120 274 Pennant Hills Road, Thorieigh

chris khoudais @'sre,com au sre.com.au/ pennanthills 9484 0555 info@homefront.com.au
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